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Major General Mark C. Nowland is currently assigned as the Chief of Staff, 
U.S. Southern Command, Miami, Florida.  He is responsible for successfully 
integrating and synchronizing the efforts of nine directorates and 16 special 
staff offices in support of the Combatant Commander’s Theater Campaign Plan. 

General Nowland is a 1985 graduate from the U.S. Air Force Academy.  He 
previously commanded at the squadron and wing levels and served on the Joint 
Staff and two Air Force Major Command Staffs.  The general has flown combat 
operations in support of operations Southern Watch and Iraqi Freedom.  He 
is also a graduate of the School of Advanced Air and Space Studies and was 
a National Security Fellow at the Olin Institute at Harvard University.  Prior to 
his current assignment, General Nowland was Director for Strategy, Policy, and 
Plans (J5), Headquarters U.S. Southern Command.

The general is a command pilot with more than 3,600 flying hours, 
primarily in the F-15A/C/D, T-37B, T-38A/C and A/T-38B.

EDUCATION

1985 Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO

1990 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL

1998 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, AL

1999 School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, Maxwell AFB, AL

1999 Master of Aviation Sciences degree, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, FL

2003 Air War College, by correspondence

2004 John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

2008 Air Force Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business School, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC

2009 Joint and Combined Warfighting School, Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk, VA

2011 Joint Force Air Component Commander Course, Maxwell AFB, AL

2012 National and International Security Leadership Seminar, Latin America Forces, Washington, D.C.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. July 1985 - July 1986, Student, undergraduate pilot training, Williams AFB, AZ

2. July 1986 - July 1988, T-37B Instructor Pilot, Williams AFB, AZ

3. July 1988 - December 1989, T-37 Instructor Pilot, Randolph AFB, TX

4. December 1989 - August 1990, Student, AT-38B lead-in fighter training, 435th Tactical Fighter Training Squadron, 
Holloman AFB, NM

5. August 1990 - May 1991, Student, F-15C Replacement Training Unit, 1st Tactical Fighter Training Squadron, 
Tyndall AFB, FL

6. May 1991 - July 1995, F-15 Instructor Pilot, 71st Fighter Squadron, Langley AFB, VA

7. July 1995 - July 1997, F-15 Fighter Flight Commander, 85th Operations Support Squadron, 
Naval Air Station Keflavik, Iceland

8. July 1997 - July 1999, Student, Air Command and Staff and the School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, 
Maxwell AFB, AL

9. July 1999 - February 2000, Chief, Doctrine Branch, Headquarters U.S. Air Forces in Europe, Ramstein AB, Germany

10. February 2000 - May 2001, Deputy, Commander’s Action Group, Headquarters U.S. Air Forces Europe, 
Ramstein AB, Germany



11. June 2001 - June 2002, Assistant Operations Officer, 94th Fighter Squadron, Langley AFB, VA

12. June 2002 - May 2003, Operations Officer, 71st Fighter Squadron, Langley AFB, VA

13. May 2003 - May 2004, Commander, 1st Operations Support Squadron, Langley AFB, VA

14. June 2004 - May 2005, Olin Fellow, Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA

15. June 2005 - May 2006, Chief, Program Support Division (J39), Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

16. May 2006 - June 2007, Executive Assistant to the Director of Operations (J3), Joint Staff, the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C.

17. June 2007- July 2008, Vice Commander, 48th Fighter Wing, Royal Air Force Lakenheath, England

18. July 2008 - May 2010, Commander, 71st Flying Training Wing, Vance AFB, OK

19. May 2010 - June 2012, Director, Plans, Programs, Requirements and Assessments Directorate, Air Education and 
Training Command, Randolph AFB, TX

20. July 2012 - June 2013, Director for Strategy, Policy and Plans (J5), Headquarters U.S. Southern Command, Miami, FL

21. June 2013 - Present, Chief of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Southern Command, Miami, FL

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS

1. June 2005 - May 2006, Chief, Program Support Division (J39), Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., as a colonel 

2. May 2006 - June 2007, Executive Assistant to the Director of Operations (J3), Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., 
as a colonel

3. July 2012 - June 2013, Director for Strategy, Policy and Plans (J5), Headquarters U.S. Southern Command, Miami, FL, as a 
brigadier general

4. June 2013 - Present, Chief of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Southern Command, Miami, FL, as a brigadier general and major 
general

FLIGHT INFORMATION 

Rating: Command pilot 

Flight hours: More than 3,600 hours 

Aircraft flown: F-15A/C/D, AT-38B, T-38A/C, T-6 and T-37

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

Defense Superior Service Medal 

Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster

Bronze Star Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters 

Air Medal 

Aerial Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster 

Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster 

Air Force Achievement Medal with two leaf clusters

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 

Second Lieutenant May 29, 1985

First Lieutenant May 29, 1987 

Captain May 29, 1989

Major May 1, 1996 

Lieutenant Colonel May 1, 2000

Colonel July 1, 2005 

Brigadier General August 6, 2010

Major General Frocked

(Current as of July 2013)


