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U.S.forces
back off
KoreaDMZ

By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —U.S. and Republic of Koreaof-
ficials have agreed to a plan to realign American
forcesstationedin“TheLand of theMorning Calm.”

In June4-5 meetingsheldinthe South Korean cap-
ital city of Seoul, accordingtoajoint U.S.-South Ko-
rean statement, it was decided the operation would
consist of two phases:

Phase 1 —-U.S. forces at installations north of the
Han River would consolidate in the Camp Casey
(Tongduchon) and Camp Red Cloud (Uijongbu) ar-
eas. Both bases are north of Seoul and the Han, but
well south of the demilitarized zone that separates
Northand South Korea. The14,000-strong U.S. Army
2nd Infantry Division, which providestroopsto bases
near theDMZ, isheadquartered at Camp Red Cloud.

Phase2—U.S. forcesnorth of theHan River would
moveto key hubssouth of theHan River.

U.S. and Korean official sagreed to continuerota-
tional U.S. military training north of theHan even af-
ter Phase 2iscompleted, according to the statement.

The realignment operation would take several
yearsto complete, according to thejoint statement.

Realignment of Americantroopsin SouthKoreais
part of an ongoing U.S. force assessment involving
overseas and stateside troops. About 37,000 U.S.
troopsarecurrently servingin South Korea.

U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz
noted at a June 2 press conferencein Seoul that “a
substantial amount of money” would be invested —
about $11 billion over thenext four years.

Photo by Spc. Chuck Wagner
Cadets Mindi Updegraff and John Madden go over
plansinthe J-7 office.

Ranger carry

MEDEL Sgt. VanessaHelnore snaps up astudentduringfirst aid lessons for a Christian youth group
in ComayaguaJune 7. Soto Cano personnel spent the entire day instructing about 60 Ranger group

members. See photos and story on page 4.
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Wet Point cadets visit,

By Spc. Chuck Wagner
Editor

Five cadets from West Point
U.S. Military Academy visited
Soto Cano Air Base recently to
|earn about systems engineering
inareal-world setting.

The cadetsarrived May 25 and
worked with the base J-7 officeas
part of a summer learning pro-
gram called Advanced Individual

 Academic Development. They

will leave tomorrow to finish up
with a three-day visit to U.S.
Southern Command in Miami.
J-7'sCapt. Frank Townsend ac-
companied theteam whiletouring
Soto Cano, and visiting Hon-

e

learn in Honduras

duras’ port cities of Trujillo and
Cortez, aswell asLaCeiba, San
Pedro Sula, theisland of Roatan,
theU.S. Embassy in Tegucigal pa,
the Honduran Ministry of De-
fense and Copan.

The team is comprised of sev-
eral different academic majors,
which helped giveit an“interdis-
ciplinary” approach in tackling
the assigned project — initial
planning for New Horizons '04,
and Joint Logistics Over the
Shore, accordingto Maj. Gregory
Lamm, West Point systems engi-
neeringinstructor. Joint Logistics
Over the Shore describes how the
Navy will move equipment from
shipsto on-shoresites.

At the end of the project, the
cadets will submit their plans to
Soto Cano officials, who will
compare it to their own initial
plans and focus on “anything we
didn't see or consider in our own
plans,” said Townsend.

Thecadetsaresupposedtogain
out-of-classroom experience in
solving real-world problems,
learn about the role and mission of
ajoint task forceand amajor com-
mand, learn about aforeign cul-
ture and improve their problem-
solving and | eadership skills, said
Lamm.

See Cadets page 2
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‘Great Physician’ heals emotional scars

By Chaplain (Capt.) Tommy Vaughn
Joint Task Force-Bravo command chaplain

When | wasnine, | madethe mistake of putting my
hand somewhere it shouldn't be and nearly | ost the
top of my middlefinger. At first glance (or hand-
shake), you wouldn't know | ever had a problem.
Andyet, ascar isthere, visibleto anyonewho |looks
close enough.

A thin white line running around my finger sur-
rounded by stitch marks. Theskinonthesideof this
finger isstill slightly numb after all theseyears, the
damagedone. All becausel wasn't paying attention.
I madeamistake. | wascareless.

Many people have scarsin their livesthat aren't
visibleto othersat first glance. But if you take the
time and look close enough, you can see them.
Hearts and lives that have been injured, emotions
still slightly numb, though years may have passed
since the damage was done. All because someone

in s Cﬁ@mﬁ“@

wasn't paying attention. Someone made a mistake.
Someonewas careless.

With time and proper treatment, most physical
damage can berepaired. Medical technology con-
tinuesto improve by leapsand bounds. Doctorsand
surgeons are able to use their expertise to not only
patch us up today, but cover up their work in the
process.

Emotional damage can also berepaired, but often
ismoredifficult to deal with. Brokenrelationships,
bruised egos, and fractured families require much
moreintheway of time, effort and treatment to heal .
Thescars, though, may remain.

Fortunately, God isthe Great Physician and can

Honduras’ history found in museums

By Robin Gonzalez
MWR manager

Museums. The name conjuresup imagesof ancient
relics, vibrant paintings, statues, dusty artifacts, pin-spot
lighting, glassdisplay cases, inahushed environment.
Whilethat isamuseum, itisalsomuch more.

Museumsareteachers. They teach usthe history of
the country wearein and often how wefitinto history's
“bigger picture.”

Throughout the country, Honduran museums
preserve and teach usaboutitsrichand varied
culture and history. From the museumsin
Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula to the
archeol ogical museumsat the Copan Ruins
and Comayagua, there is a wealth of
knowledge and information about Hon-
durasavailablefor everyone.

The Comayaguamuseum, located by the
main plaza, is dedicated to the Lencacivi-
lization, which flourished in central Hon-
duras, primarily on the Humaya River and at
LakeYojoa. Ceramics, grinding stones, flintsand other
objectsexcavated from sitesinthevalley formthecore
of themuseum'’s col | ection and show what lifewaslike
aslong ago as 8,000 years. Alsoin Comayaguaisthe
Colonial Museum of ReligiousArt located inthe Epis-
copal Palace(builtin 1735) acrossfromthemain cathe-
dral.

Themuseum hasavery complete collection of 16th
and 17th century colonial religiousart including chal -
ices, scul pturesand jewel sused to adorn saintsand pai nt-
ings. Valuablehistorical documents, such asFrancisco
Morazan'smarriagecertificate, cana sobeseen. Andfor
thosethat haveeatenat VillaReal Restaurant (behindthe
cathedral), did you know you weresitting inthe court-
yard of a hacienda that was built in 1750 and is still

owned by thesamefamily?

San Pedro Sulahasamuseum specializinginthehis-
tory of that areafrom about 1500 BC throughthearrival
of the Spaniardsin the mid-1500s up to the early 20th
century. Highlightsof the collection arethedisplay of
polychrome pottery and aremarkabl e al abaster vessel
depicting a Spanish captivebound with ropearound his
body. Themuseumalsofeaturesavariety of Spanishar-
tifactsrel ated totheconquest andintroduction of African
slavesto Hondurasdating from the 16th century.
Naturally themost frequently visited museums
arein Copan and deservedly so. Locatedinthe
ruin'spark isthe Scul ptureMuseumfeaturing

adramatic entrancethrough themouth of a
Mayan serpent. Visitorswalk downadim-
ly lit tunnel and emergein front of afull-
scalereplicaof theRosalitaTemplein ad-
ditionto scul pturesand facades of private

houses.

TheCopan Archaeol ogy Museum, located
on the town's central plaza, features smaller

Mayan artifacts such as jade necklaces, pottery,
household sculptures, burial itemsand more.

Tegucigalpaishometo avariety of museumssuch as
theVillaRoy History Museum, CasaPresidencial Exhi-
bition Hall, National Art Gallery and the CasaRamon
Rosa. Collectionsinthesevariousmuseumsrangefrom
thejewel-encrusted sword of Francisco M orazan, Hon-
duras's mining history and special rotating-theme ex-
hibitstogold and silver articles, paintings, and other as-
pectsof Honduran culture.

Sothenexttimeyou arein Comayagua, San Pedro Su-
la, Copanor Tegucigal pa, remember thesemuseums. To
learn moreabout thiscountry'scomplex, varied and col -
orful history andfor the pleasure of viewing someof the
world'smost beautiful ceramics, scul pturesand paint-
ings, do not missthese Honduran museums.

Cad EtS From front page

“l got a good idea about what
engineering unitsdo in the ‘real’
Army,”said Cadet John Madden,
curling his fingers into quote
marks. “I also got a good idea of
what alot of thedifferent staff jobs
are. Thisisthefirst timel'vebeen

work.”

able to see a joint task force at

Madden said he had no idea
therewereU.S. forcesin Honduras
before selecting the program, but
he's happy with his choice now
that he's seen the country. All the
cadetsseemedto agree.

“It'savery interesting country.

It's very beautiful and there are a
lot of great scenic sights,” said
Cadet Mindi Updegraff. “It'salso
very different to see how the peo-
plelivehere.”

Thepoor infrastructureand civ-
il servicesin many locationswasa
“real eye-opener,” shesaid. “| ap-
preciate homealot more.”

e

heal all of our hurts, pains, and mistakes. No matter
how much damage hasbeen done, Hecanrepair it if
you'll allow Himto. Under Hisloving and guiding
Hand, evenold scarscan bemadeto fadeaway. "But
what if they don't fade?' Thenallow themto serveas
areminder. Asl look at my finger and rub it from
timetotime, | don't remember the painanymore. In-
stead, it reminds meto bemorecareful inthefuture.
Recognize the scarsin your life. Learn from them
and be more careful in the future. Remember that
carel essness can scar you and thoseyou love.

If you need someoneto talk to, contact Chaplain
(Capt.) Tommy Vaughn, JTF-B Command Chaplain,
at 6844 or 6845.

SuUBMISSIONS

The lguana is always looking for submis-
sions. Any articles, photos or letters to be

submitted to The lguana should be sentto
the PAO at charles.wagner@jtfb.south-
com. mil or delivered to the Public Affairs
Office, Bldg. D-06 . If you have questions
about possible submissions call ext. 4150
or4676totalk tothe editor.
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Robertsontakes over ARFOR command

By Spc. Chuck Wagner
Editor

Lt. Col. DouglasC. Robert-
sontook command of ARFOR

in aceremony held under the

pavilion at the Soto Cano Air

Basefiredepartment June4.
Lt. Col. William J. Stern-

hagen symbolically handed

over thebattalionguidonashe

relinguished command.
Sternhagen told the assem-
bled crowd there are many
people he'd like to thank for
the successes he'shad at Soto
Cano, but most of all ARFOR
soldiers, who stood in forma-
tion at the ceremony. Robert-
son nodded in understanding.
Joint Task Force-Bravo
Commander Col. Raymond

Thomas listed Sternhagen's

many achievements while at
ARFOR'shelm, and promised
Robertson has the qualifica-
tionsto “take the battalion to
thenextlevel.”

Robertson arrivesfrom ad-
vanced civil schooling after a
tour in Germany, where he
served asthe Chief, J-9, Civil-
Military Cooperationfor Joint
HeadquartersCenter,aNATO
sub-regional command.

Previously, hehasserved as
J-3, Operations Officer for
HeadquartersK osovo Forces,
andwasassignedtotheNATO
Land Component Command
Headquarters in Heidelberg,
Germany.

“1 would like to thank the
soldiers of ARFOR for their
participationinoneof thebest
change of command cere-
moniesthat | haveever seen,”
Robertson said. “I would es-
pecialy liketo thank the Col-
or Guard andthediningfacili-
ty for their tremendouswork.

“l amlookingforwardtoa
rewarding and busy year here
at Soto Cano.”

Sternhagen will servein a
jointoperationinNorfolk, Va.

Sternhagen talks to well-
wishers after the ceremo-
ny. Right, Robertson re-
ceives the ARFOR guidon
from Col. Raymond
Thomas.

Above, Lt. Col. William J.

Lt.Col.Douglas C.Robertson greets ARFOR soldiers after the cer-
emony atthe Soto Cano Air Base firedepartment.

The ceremony Color Guard keeps in step.
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Members of the Rangers, achurch youth group, watch MEDEL Sgt. Vanessa
Helnore demonstrate how to move a casualty. Below, the students practice
binding asplint.

While Rangers bind his leg, amock victim struggles and v
MEDEL Commander Lt. Col. Richard Hilburn observes their
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By Spc. Chuck Wagner
Editor

These Rangers typically learn
moreabout Samuel than splints, but
somebasicinfantry skillsareuseful
evenfor Christiansoldiers.

Soto Cano personnel spent the
day teachingfirst aid skillsto about
60 membersof aComayaguachurch
youthgroup June?.

Seventeen volunteers, mostly
fromMEDEL andthe1-228th Avia-
tion Regiment, rotated the children
throughfour classescoveringtopics
likefracture splinting, stopping se-
verebleeding, transporting patients,
dental health, and caring for simple

| b

d MEDEL Staf . Curnes Williams bind a Ranger’s fracture.

Firstlessonsin first aid

Soldiersteach skillsto churchyouth group

problems like blisters, scrapes and
insect bites, according to MEDEL
commander Lt. Col. Richard
Hilburn, who participatedintheles-
sonsheld at Ministerio I nternacional
LaCosecha, anon-denominational
church.

Group members, called Rangers,
aremostly between theages 11 and
18. Several volunteers acted as
translators.

Church |eadersheard about Soto
Cano personnel teaching Honduran
Boy Scouts at the U.S. embassy in
Tegucigal palast month, and worked
several channelsto seeif they could
arrange similar training for their
youth group members.

‘ . . Photos by Spc. Chuck Wagner
in pain, which evokes laughter from the group.
ssand would lateractas amock victim.

“They are a church group along
thesamelinesasascout troop,” said
the non-commissioned officer in
charge, Staff Sgt. Gregory Adams.
“What thechurchisdoingistryingto
show the government that they can
make an impact on the youth. They
canfill their timewith valuable ac-
tivities and give them positiverole
model sto keep them out of gangsor
other trouble.”

Thechurchgroup hopestheir civ-
il projectswill garner more support
fromfederal leaders, Adamssaid.

Thesoldiersareplanning another
series of lessons in the future, in-
volving more complex first aid
skills, Hilburnsaid.

All eyes are on MEDEL
Lt.Col.John Balas dur-
ing lessons.
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Air Force, Army
snhipers engage
Afghan guerillas

By Tech. Sgt. Eric M. Grill
455th Expeditionaary Operations Group

OPERATION ENDURING FREE-
DOM —TwoAir Forcesecurity forces
airmen deployed to Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan, got what they called, “the
chanceof alifetime,” June1whenthey
embarked on acombat patrol in eastern
Afghanistanwiththe Army's82nd Air-
borneDivision.

Senior AirmenLukeAllenand Rusty
Youngblood, both 820th Security
Forces Squadron countersnipers at
Moody Air Force Base, Ga., are de-
ployed to the 455th Expeditionary Op-
erationsGrouptodefend Air ForceVil-
lageintheevent of anattack on Bagram.
They said they believe thisisthefirst
time Air Force countersnipers and the
Army have paired upinacombat mis-
sion.

The two countersnipers got their
chancefor the offensivemissionwhen
an82ndAirborne'spatrol neededacou-
pleof extramarksmen. Theairmen had
already worked withthe Army on scout
missions around the outskirts of the
base, but not in an actual combat mis-
sion.

Their mission wasto providelong-

range reconnaissance, target acquisi-
tionand neutralization of any al-Qaida
or anti-coalition forcestarget of oppor-
tunity.

“We were a little apprehensive at
first,” said Youngblood, who attended
the Air Force Countersniper School at
Camp Joseph T. Robinsonin Arkansas
inDecember. “Trainingistraining, but
whenyou'regoinginto combat, you're
alwaysalittle apprehensive. But, at the
sametime, | wasexcited and wanted to
gokick some (butt).”

Bothairmen saidthat therewassome
of theusual banter betweenthetworival
services, likeeveryonereferringtothe
duo as"those Air Force snipers." But,
when it cametimeto performthe mis-
sion, itwasall business.

Thefirst contact with enemy forces
cameJune 2, when six 107mmrockets
werefired toward the patrol inthearea
of Takurghal, the same areawhere Op-
eration Anaconda took place. In that
March 2002 battle, two airmen, Tech.
Sgt. John Chapman and Senior Airman
Jason Cunningham, and six other
Americanswerekilled.

“Atfirstwesaw aflashoff inthedis-
tance, and weweretrying to figureout
what theflashwas,” Youngblood said.

Senior Airmen Luke Allen (left) and Rusty Youngblood, Air Force counter-
snipers deployed to Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, embarked on an of-
fensive combat mission with the Army's 82nd Airborne Division. Allen and
Youngblood are deployed from the 820th Security Forces Squadron at
Moody Air Force Base, Ga., supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

“Thenwe heard theincoming artillery
andtook cover.”

One of those rockets hit the ground
about 300 metersfromthepatrol'sloca-
tion.

The patrol was on amountain peak
about 11,000feet abovesealevel. Allen
said after therocket attack, herantothe
end of the peak and positioned himself
wherehehadfull view of theentirearea
Using night-vision goggles, he found
the enemy forces about 3,000 meters
away — toofar for hisM-24, single-shot
rifle. Close-air support was called in
and provided by Danish F-16s, Air
Force AC-130 gunships and Army
Apachehelicopters.

The patrol spotted three different

groupsof enemy forces, totaling about
15people, Allensaid, and chased them
foralittlewhile.

They got as close as 1,000 meters,
Youngblood said, but no contact wasac-
tually made.

There was another rocket attack on
thepair'spatrol thenext morning, where
a second rocket landed within a few
hundred metersof the pair'sposition.

“| wasjust hoping that thoserockets
wouldn'tlandonus,” Allensaid.

Describing the experience as more
surreal than a life-and-death experi-
ence, Allen said the combat mission
“felt morelikeagameor atraining ex-
ercise,” but also said he took what he
wasdoing very serioudly.

Army birthday to be celebrated worldwide

By Spc. Bill Putnam
Army News Service

WASHINGTON - Even while conducting awar
on terrorism and therebuilding of Irag, the Army is
celebrating its228th birthday thisyear.

The actual birthday is June 14, but celebrations
will be held throughout the month of June from ball-
parks to ball rooms, the Pentagon to Camp Zama,
Japan.

Thisyear'stheme*U.S. Army —AtWar and Trans-
forming” will becelebrated at postsaround theworld
and several sporting eventsaround the country.

IntheMilitary District of Washington, soldiers of
Headquarters, Department of the Army will run
through Arlington National Cemetery June 10. Mem-
bers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment will deliver
cakesto membersof Congress.

Senior Army leaderswill lay awreath at the Tomb
of theUnknownsJune 13. L ater that morning, acake-
cutting ceremony will be heldin the Pentagon court-
yard.

The228th Army Birthday Ball, thearea'sbig bash,
will be held at the Washington Hilton and Towers
June21. Thisyear'sArmy Ball will includefeatured

performancesfromtheU.S. Army Soldiers
Show, performing groups from the U.S.
Army Field Band including “The Jazz
Ambassadors,” “The Soldier's Chorus”
and “The Volunteers.”

At Camp Zama, Japan, the most senior
and junior soldiers will cut an Army
birthday cake June 14. Maj. Gen. Robert
M. Shea, deputy commander of United
Forces Command Japan will also givea
speech that day.

The Hawaii-based 25th Infantry Divi-
sionwill host an Army Birthday Ball with
400 members of the local military and civilian
communities attending the evening of June 12.

Fort Sill, Okla., will commemorate the day with
the post's 77th Army Band participating in pre-
game activities at a Texas Rangers basebal| game,
and aceremony on post.

Soldiersfromthe U.S. Army Accessions Com-
mand will also hand out thousands of U.S. flags
and*“ Support Y our Soldiers” postcardsbefore sev-
eral sporting eventsaround the country the week-
end of June 14 to 15 and June 28.The Army memo-
rabiliawill be passed uut to sign and send to sol-

e

| U.S.ARMY |

diersdeployed overseas.

Theflagsand postcardswill be passed
out at basebal | gamesin Camden Yardsin
Baltimore; Fenway Park in Boston; Ja-
cobsFieldin Cleveland; ComericaPark
in Detroit; Kauffman Stadium in Kansas
City; The Metrodome in Minneapolis;
Ballpark in Arlington, Texas; The Great
American Ballpark in Cincinnati; Edison
Fieldin Anaheim, Calif.; Oakland Coli-
seum in Oakland; Yankee Stadium in
New York; Safeco Field in Seattle; and
the basebal | minor |eague Florida State
League'sSingleA All-Star game.

They'll also be passed out at the Arena Football
gamesin Richmond, Va., Quad City, lowa, on June
14,and Albany, N.Y, on June 28.

Racing fanswon't beleft out in the cold during the
month. Soldierswill passout flags and postcards at
the 39th Annual Pontiac Excitement National Hot
Rod Association National sin Columbus, Ohio, June
12-15 and the Sirius Satellite Radio 400 NASCAR
racein Brooklyn, Mich., June 14.

To check out what other posts are doing go to the
Army'shirthday Web site.
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Consiryctiive nzlo
Volunteersrebuild

community

By Spc. Chuck Wagner
Editor

The small Honduran community of El Co-
quito has anew police guard post thanksto
the U.S. military and PAE contracted em-
ployeeson Soto Cano Air Base.

They repaired or rebuilt the run-down re-
mains of aprevious post over two weeksin
March using material s provided by themili-
tary and | abor volunteered by PAE.

“1t was a shell —a piece of shell really —
and we completely rebuiltit. Wedid agreat
jobif youlook at it now,” said Joe Adams,
PAE facility engineer branch manager.

The project wasacombined effort of sev-
eral organizations, he said. PAE program
manager Howard Butcher agreed to provide
labor for construction.

The Base Civil Engineersplayed arole,
especially Senior Master Sgt. Thomas
Lawyer, said Adams. Many of the supplies
donated by themilitary wereleftoversfrom

police post

recovery effortsafter Hurricane Mitch.

“Themainideawasto providethe commu-
nity with aguard post, and to enhance our se-
curity. Theguard postisonthecorner of aroad
leadingright up to the gate (on the south end of
base). Withtheguard post rebuilt, they canhelp
withsecurity.”

Beforevolunteersshowed up, thestructure
had no roof, tumbled walls and crumbling
sidewalks.

Volunteers constructed a new roof, walls,
s qlgwal ks and installed electrical wiring, he
said.

Eleven volunteersfrom PAE worked onthe
project, usually increwsof twoat atime. The
volunteers were Eliseo Romero, Medardo
Maradiaga, MarcoT. Ardon, Antonio Vasquez,
Edy H. Ramirez, Hector Ortega, Oscar O. Paz,
Benancio Rivera, Miguel Montoya, Encarna-
cion Raudales, and Francisco Flores.

Themilitary donated suppliesworth about
$2,000, Adams said. The volunteer work
amounted to about $1,500in |abor costs.

ﬂ?qﬁ@

Military personnel and PAE employees volunteered for the project, which took two weeks to complete.
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Courtesy photos
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By Spc. Chuck Wagner
Editor

Since moving on base, thisgangly paratrooper has
shed her grungy uniform and proudly wears crisp
military green.
“Poncho” isinfact getting greener by theday.
“She'svery happy. She'sgrowing. She'slook-
ing alot greener these days. That means she's
healthier,” said Capt. Michael Rutherford,
who along with First Lt. Thomas Swint
built Poncho'snew homein Soto Cano
Air Base' scommand compound.
Thetwo-foot iguanaleisurely
nibbles on spinach and toma-
toesin her mesh and wood
cage constructed next to
the base headquarters
building. Her older,
brownish skin still
sheds from her feet.
Her newly-exposed
back is bright and
shimmering.

; : Honduran Army Col.
i Carlos Paz Sevilla of the
2nd Paracadista Regiment gave the lizard to Joint Task
Force-Bravo Commander Col. Raymond Thomasduring
the*IguanaVoladora,” or flying iguana, amulti-national

e

First Lt. Thomas Swint, foreground, and Capt. Michael Rutherford feed “Poncho,” Soto Cano’siguana.

Army green suits lguana

airbornejumpApril 9.

Ponchoworeaparachuteonher back andwaskeptina
portablewirecagewhenthe Honduran officer gaveher to
tothe Americans. Somewhat unsure about caring for the
exotic pet, Swint and Rutherford started by constructing
alarger, sturdier cage.

They hadtolearn quickly about thecritter. Thediscov-
ered onthelInternet that iguanasarevegetarians.

“They do not eat insectsor meat, just vegetation. But
most peopl ethink vegetationisanything that growsfrom
theground, but shedoesnot eat fruits,” said Swint. Pon-
cho'sfavoritesare spinach, lettuce and tomatoes.

Poncho’ slunch cansituntouchedinthecagetheentire
afternoon, worrying some passersby.

“Sheeatsintheearly morning or intheevening,” said
Swint.

For Poncho, thenew surroundingsincludeseveral pot-
ted plantsonwhich sheenjoysnoshing, alargewater dish,
limbs to climb about on, and aflat rock that releases a
comfortableambient heat through thenight.

Swint said iguanas cannot be taken out of Honduras,
and Poncho is now a permanent resident of Soto Cano.
The Hondurans purchased the reptile from a pet store.
Lightning-quick cousins of this domesticated iguana
makehomesacrossthebase, but rarely alow personnel to
get up closeand personal like Poncho.

“She'schilled out. Shewasjumpier when people used
towalk uptothecage,” said Swint.

“Y es, she'smuch moretranquilla,” added Rutherford.



