Maj. (Dr.) Brien Tonkinson, an ear,nose and throat resident at
Wilford Hall Medical Center, screens apatientto seeif earsur-
geryis necessary during the San Pedro Sula MEDRETE.

Story and Photo by 2nd Lt. CarlaPampe
Public Affairs Director

Morethan 130 Honduran children received
freemedical carein San Pedro SulaJuly 13-25
when an 11-person medical team from Wilford
Hall Medical Center, Lackland Air Force Base,
Texas, cameto the city on amedical readiness
training exercise, or MEDRETE.

A team from Joint Task Force Bravo’'sMed-
ical element, consisting of Sgt. Larry Madison,
Sgt. Osualdo Maldonado and Spc. Maria
Morales, met theteamin San Pedro Sulaand as-
sisted them throughout the mission.

Thisparticular MEDRETE focused on prob-
lemsof theear.

“We did ear surgery mainly on kids with
chronicear disease,” said Dr. (Capt.) KennethR.
Bergman, aU.S. Army surgical intern at Brook
Army Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, doingarotationat WilfordHall. “Weop-
erated on 33 children, and saw an additional 100
inclinic.

“The children and their parents were very
grateful and very appreciative—much more so
even than our patientsin the U.S.,” Bergman
said. “They have an ear, nose and throat doctor
in San Pedro Sula, but they don’t have micro-
scopes and equipment to do the surgeries.”

Bergman said themedical mission served two
purposesfor theteam.

“From the military readiness aspect, we get
up to speed on packing up our stuff and prepar-
ingtodeploy,” hesaid. “But moreimportantly

for the surgeons, who are medical residents, we
get todo actual surgeries. Y ou can practicealot
inthelab, but you'll only get better by actually
operating.”

Maria Leudora Pineda, ER Head Nurse at
Leonardo Martinez Va enzuelahospital in San
Pedro Sula, said word of theteam’ svisit spread
likewildfireamong membersof thecommunity.

“Thepoorest peopleinany country are usual -
ly the sickest, and they are the oneswho cannot
afford the medical care,” she said. “When the
word starts spreading that ateam iscoming, it
travelsquickly.

“Each time, we get more and more patients
coming in. The people remember the previous
MEDRETES, and we get people coming to San
Pedro Sulafrom all over the country,” Pineda
added. “ They sometimes come daysbeforethe
team arrivesto get on the surgery list, because
medical care usually costs alot of money and
thiscareisfree.”

Pineda said the medical missions not only
benefitthecommunity, but alsohelptheclinic’s
medical staff, whichisoften overworked.

“ About once amonth Americans come here
offering different specialties,” she said. “The
teamsbring thedoctorsand the specialtiesneed-
ed to help our patients.”

The teams also bring their own equipment
and supplies, whichisbeneficial tothehospitals
they visit.

“Our team was compl etely self-contained,”
said Senior Airman MariaMathis, an ear, nose

See MEDRETE, Page5

New contractors prepare for changeover

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Starti ng? in September, the contractor
responsiblefor many of thevital func-
tions of Soto Cano Air Base will
change.

DynCorpwill turn over the base op-
erations contract to Pacific Architects
and Engineers Government Services,
Inc. onthefirst of themonth.

The contractors are no strangers to
Honduras. PAE formerly heldthe Soto
Cano Air Base contract from 1991-97,
and currently are partnersinfour inter-
national airports in Honduras where
they providefire, crash and rescue, se-
curity and maintenance services. PAE
wasinHondurasasearly as1984, oper -
ating asmall base on the north coast of
the country.

Currently the Government Services

division of PAE has contractswith the
Department of Defense and the State
Departmentinmorethan 17 nations, in-
cluding Afghanistan, East Timor, Con-
goand SierralL eone, according to Bar -
ry C. Wright, executivevice president
of PAE Government Services.

“We're one of the oldest companies
contractingwiththeU.S. military,” said
Wright. “This new contract is with a
new subsidiary of PAE that isdedicated
to POD and State Department contracts
only.

During the Vietnam War, PAE had
morethan 33,000 peoplein Vietnam op-
erating 104 bases. Thecompany, found-
edin 1955, hasbeen supportingtheU.S.
military sincetheKorean War era.

“PAE goesto high-risk areasto sur-
vey and giveideasto thegovernment,”
said Edwin W. Sandison, director of
contract administration and compliance
for PAE Government Services. “We

wereinKabul early ontosolicitapro
posal for housing units. We obtained a
sole-source contract ... the people at
Bagram Air Base saw our work and
askedfor acontract. It sasatisfyingjob
not only for the State Department, but
alsotousfor servingonthefront lines
for our government.”

Asidefrom providing base operation
services on military installations
around the world, PAE Government
Services has contractswith American
embassiesin citiesincluding Tokto and
Moscow. They arecurrently contracted
for the Americanembassy compoundin
Afghanistan.

Sandisonispart of ateam of experts
that have cometo Soto Canoto helppre-
parefor the Sept. 1 transitionfrom Dyn-
Corpto PAE.

Theobject of thephaseteamistoen-
sure that the transition between con-
tractors goes as smoothly as possible,

according to Bill Conklin, DoD and
third-party contractsmanager for PAE
Government Services.

“Weknow, having beenreplaced and
replacing others[incontracts], what are
thebest waysto doaphase-inwithmin-
imal impact on our customers,” said
Conklin. “A seamlesstransition isour
objective.”

For theDynCorpworkersfacingthis
transition, PAE hasoffered theright of
first refusal for positionsavailable un-
der the new contract. Many of theem-
ployeesfromtheDynCorp contract will
remain at Soto Canoworkingwith PAE.
Somewere even prior PAE employees
fromthepreviouscontract, accordingto
Wright.

The phase team is currently head-
quartered at building G-02. DynCorp
employees wanting more information
about thetransition can drop by or call
ext.5008.
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Commanders Corner

By Lt. Col. Frank Matheson

J-5Director

Of al theexperiencesthat makeyoufeel realy good
about life, seeing ahappy childisoneof thebest. Think
how excited, smiling kids make eventslike Christmas
and birthdaysmemorableand satisfying. WhileChrist-
masonly comesonceayear, theopportunity tohelpkids
in the communities surrounding JTF-B comes year
round.

Thedaily SantaClausesof JTF-B arethosewho have
participated withM EDRETESand theunit-adopted or -
phanagesand school sand feel the contagious delight of
thosethey helpwith, food, clothes, school supplies, and
volunteer support. Thesegenerousservicemembersare
positively influencingthelivesof Honduranswholivein
thevicinity of the Task Forceandtheir viewsof theU.S.
presence and mission in Central America. They are

TheSantaClausesof JTE-Bravo

building acircleof friendship around Soto Cano.

Whilemost membersof JTF-B areaware of thecom-
mand-sponsored volunteer projects, many may not
know that thesetypesof humanitarian aid activitiesare
animportant Civil Affairsmissionandarebread and but-
ter tasks conducted by the J5 office. For those new to
JTFB, hereiswhat wedoandafew of therecentmissions
conducted 2?/ theJs.

Doctrinally, Civil Affairsmissionsaretheactivities
that establishmaintain, influence, or exploit relationsbe-
tween military forces, governmental and non govern-
mental organizations, civil authorities, andthecivilian
populaceinafriendly, neutral, or hostileenvironment.
Thegoal of theseactivitiesistofacilitatemilitary opera-
tionsand consolidateand achieveU.S. objectives. Ac-
tivitiesincludefore gn nation support, populaceandre-
sourcecontrol, humanitarian assistance, military civic
action, emergency services, aswell asvariouslevelsof
support to civil administrations. It isamission that al-
lowscivil affairssoldierstointerfacedirectly with host

T%e C%ap’ain/s Cownev

What' sin thewell comesupin thebucket

By Chaplain (Capt.) Patrick R. Basal
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

“ Peoplecantameall kindsof animalsand birds
and reptiles and fish, but no one can tame the
tongue. It isan uncontrollableevil, full of deadly
poison. Sometimesit praisesour Lord and Father,
and sometimesit breaks

Then to see him compare our words to agreat
forest fireor poisonhastoimpressusontheneedto
watchwhat wesay. It sso easy for usto slipandto
criticizeor say something cutting about our broth-
er. I’ sso tempting to gossip. The person who has
hisor her tongue under control hasdefinitely ma-
turedinthelifeof faith.

James’ warning to us from today’s Scripture
verses must not be ig-

out into curses against
those who have been
made in the image of
God. And so blessing
and cur sing come pour -
ing out of the same
mouth. Surely, my broth-
ersandsisters, thisisnot
right! Does a spring of
water bubble out with
both fresh water and bit-
ter water? Can you pick
olivesfromafigtree or
figs from a grapevine?
No, and you can’t draw
fresh water from a salty
pool.” —James3:7-12

Herewegoagain. Our
friend James is revisit-
ing the problems we
have controlling our
tongues. He recognizes
how powerful animpact

nored. Just as fruit on a
tree identifies the tree
and thequality of thewa-
ter characterizesthe wa-
ter source, our speechisa
good indicator of our
spiritual condition.

Can we have Jesusin
our hearts and spew out
gossip and slander? Can
we profess to be a child
of God and have no re-
gard of thefoul language
and lies that fall effort-
lessly fromour lips?Can
we bless God with our
lips on Sunday and use
Hisnameinvaintherest
of theweek?

The product from our
mouthisagood indicator
of thestateof our heart. If
people only hear our
words, would they con-

our speech has on how

sider us to be one of

weliveour lives. Hiswarnings of the dangerswe
face and the damage we cause with our speechis
well worth paying attention.

James’ word pictures in the first 12 verses of
chapter threearegreat. Hiscomparing our tongue
tothereinsof ahorseand arudder onaship show us
theimpact that our speech hasonour lives.

God' sfolks?

If our wordsare our only fruit, what kind of tree
wouldwebecalled?What makesthisreally hardto
faceisthat our lives may be the only Bible some
Feople may read. So, if we have problems control -

ing our tongues, maybeweneed to check our heart.
Our speech may beasymptom of heart disease.

nation citizens, and demandsboth cultura andlinguistic
expertise.

What dowedo?Wesupport thecommandby building
and maintai ning strong rel ationshi ps* outsidethewire.”
The J5 shop currently maintainscloserelationswith all
levelsof thelocal community. Theshop spendson aver-
age about 50 percent of itstime out inthe community,
buildingrel ationshipsand prioritizingand surveyingre-
questsfor support, and providing that support. Much of
our timeisalso used to help coordinate activities be-
tweentheU.S. forcesand our Honduran Military hosts
hereat Soto Cano, such astherecent Honduran openbase
day. Recent and ongoing J5 projectsincluderebuilding
wellsinlocal villages, aswell asvariousleve sof support
tolocal schools, retirement homes, orphanages, and var-
iouslocal governmental agencies.

If you areinterested inhel pinginthelocal communi-
ty weinviteyoutocal the“HelpY our Neighbor Hotline”
at ext. 4124/4151 tovolunteer towork withthe J5ondo-
good projects.

SUBMISSIONS

The Iguanais always looking for submis-
sions. Any articles, photos or letters to be

submitted to The Iguanacan be sent to the
editor at michael.petersen@jtfb.south-
com.mil or delivered to the Public Affairs
Office, bldg. D-06 . If you have any ques-
tionsregarding possible submissions call
ext. 4660 or 4676.
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Shop’s skills keep Soto Cano flying

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Set back among the many wooden buildingsnear the Oasi s, akey element of Joint
Task Force-Bravo existsalmost unnoticeableamongidentical buildings. It’ stheair-
meninsidethat makeAir Traffic Control and Landing SystemsMaintenance stand
out.

Unlessaperson knew what happened insidethewooden hooch, thelarge orange
andwhite ATCALSMaintenancesignwould only hint at thevital functionsof the
technical expertswithin. They keep Soto Cano Air Basecommunicating, flyingand
functioning.

ATCALSMaintenanceisinternally dividedinto four sections; eachisspecial -
izedin certainaspectsof radioand radar. Master Sgt. Jeffrey Brochu servesaschief
of maintenance, working hisway around the sections and overseeing the opera-
tionsand personnel.

At the coreof the shop’ soperationsis
Maintenance Support. Aside from con-
stantly tracking hundreds of pieces of
equipment and ensuring it’s al main-
tained, the two-man team of Staff Sgt.
Larry Six and Senior Airman James
Moad also hasto provide quality assur-
ance for their shop from within by per-
forming inspections, personnel evalua-
tionsand technical manual evaluations.

“The job itself is incredibly tough.
There'salot todo,” said Six. “ The best
thingaboutitislearningthedifferent jobs
and responsibilities. It teachesyou how
thejob should bedone.”

The Ground Radio section maintains
more than 70 pieces of equipment, in-
cluding ground-to-air and ground-to-
groundradios. Withmilitary police, fire-
fightersand aviators depending on these
radios, groundradioisconstantly on-call
in case something goeswrong.

“Once Maintenance Support getsthe
call, they passitontous,” said Staff Sgt.
MikeVilcinskas, groundradiotechnician
and Chicagonative. “We vegot torunout
there, verity theproblemand either fix it
on-the-spot or get areplacement inim-
mediately.”

For the Meteorological and Naviga-
tional Equipment Repair section, respon-

Staff Sgt. Mike Vilcinskas, groundra-
dio technician, makes a quick main-
tenance check ontheairfield’s radio
equipment.

siblefor vital weather and navigati on equipment, the challengeisconstant training.

“I knew amaster sergeant who oncetold me, theminuteyou quitlearningisthe
minuteyougiveitup,” said Senior Airman Jason Goodman, METNAYV technician.

Thetraining needed to maintain both weather monitoring equipment and anavi-
gational radar tower that actsasa' lighthouse' for bothrotary andfixed-wingaircraft
beginswithninemonthsof training, but never ends. On-the-jobtrainingisaconstant,
said Senior Airman Adam Prestage.

“1t’ sall about preventativemaintenance,” said Prestage. “ We vegot toknow we'll
beabletodowhat’ sneeded when thetimecomes.”

Inthemeantime, METNAYV studiesandtrains, and occasionally performstheodd
secondary duty. Prestage oncewastasked with setting up cabletelevisioninBosnia.

TheGround Radar section maintainsthefunctionsof theonly precision approach
radar in Central America. Thesection’ stechnicians perform daily maintenancein-
spectionsto ensuretheir equipment isfully functional andthat air traffic controllers
canrely onit.

“Thelevel of technical knowledge you need to have, asfar aswhat component
doeswhat and the general scope of electronics, requires constant on-he-job and up-
gradetraining,” said Senior Airman Rico Thompson, radar technician.

Whilethemembersof theshop may not alwaysbevis blearound Soto Cano, their
impact isomnipresent.

“If ATCALSMaintenanceisn’'t heretofix theequipment,” said Vilcinskas, “ no-
body flies, nobody lands.”

PR S DR o, ;
Senior Airman Rico Thompson, ground radar technician, swings the massive

radar array around during a maintenance check.

Stored Value Card coming to Soto Cano in Sept.

By 1st Lt. Blake Young
Joint Task Force-Bravo Finance Officer

Y ou may have heard the rumor: the Stored Value
Cardiscoming to JTF-Bravo in September and after
that therewill benomoreU.S. currency on post. Isthis
true?Y esand no.

Y es, the Stored Vaue Cardiscoming to JTF-Bravo,
but no, U.S. currency isnot going away, it will still be
around.

The Stored VaueCardisnothingmorethanaplastic
cardwithacomputer chipimbeddedintoit. Theelec-
tronic valueisloaded ontothischip. Theprimary dif-
ference between a SV C and a debit or credit card is
wheretheinformationisstored.

While adebit or credit must access your account
information over a network, all information for a
user’s Stored Value Card is maintained within the
chip. Currently, the Department of Defenseisusing
theSVCintheBakansandat Army and Air Forceba-
sictraining sites. Theprogramisal so being deployed

in Kuwait and Qatar thisfall.

Thepurposeof the Stored Value Cardisthree-fold:
toreducethevolumeof U.S. currency and coinsused
by servicemembersand civiliansat JTF-Bravo, tosim
plify and expeditefinancial transactionsand to allow
more efficient cash management proceduresfor ven-
dors. The Stored Value Card is not a 100 percent re-
placement for U.S. dollars, and vendorswill continue
toaccept U.S. currency asaform of payment.

Theprocessfor usingthecardisquitesimple. Each
individual will beissued acard at the Finance Office.
Thecardisloaded with the user’ sname and social se-
curity number, and the user’ s name is printed on the
back for security reasons. V a ue can beloaded onto the
card at the same | ocations dollars can be obtained: the
Finance Office, AAFES or through the ATM machine.
Thecardsmay beusedfor purchasesat all U.S.-operat-
ed sites on post, including any AAFES location, the
Post Office, Finance, theDFAC, Oasis, Lizard Lounge
andmore.

Tomakeapurchase, theSV CisinsertedintoaPoint-
of-Saleterminal. Thecurrent card balanceisdisplayed,

and the cashier enters the amount of the charge. The
card user verifiestheamount, and the updated balance
isdisplayed after thetransaction.

The Stored Vaue Card provides many benefitsto
JTF-Bravo. For users, it providesasimpler and more
efficient way to pay for transactions. With most trans-
actionson post beingasmall amount, the SV C cancer-
tainly simplify daily life. It al so eliminatestheneed to
maintain U.S. currency for use on post and Lempiras
for use off post.

For vendors, it providesamoresecureand efficient
method to manage and deposit cash. For JTF-Bravo, a
reductioninU.S. coinsleakage savesthousandsof dol -
larsin TDY missionstore-supply thecoins.

Over $500,000 is withdrawn from the ATM ma
chinesevery month. Around half of thiscash endsup
back inthe Finance Officeor at AAFES. During this
journey, the money was counted numeroustimes, se-
cured by the owner, exchanged for goods, received as
changed, etc. With the Stored Value Card, theendre
sult remainsthe same, but the process becomes much
simpler.
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(One-on-One is a forum designed to provide
members of the Soto Cano Air Base community
with insightinto military and civilian leaders affect-
ing their way of life. This week’s interview is with
the new JTF-Bravo chaplain. At 6’6", 230 pounds,
Chaplain (Capt.) Patrick Basal has a certain pres-
encewhen hewalksintoaroom.Had his nickname
not been determined years ago as “ Spice,” based
on his family name,itmight have been “Big Coun-
try” or the ever popular “Tiny;"” either way, his
good-humored nature puts people meeting him for
thefirsttimeatease. The42-year-old Minnesotana-
tive, who could easily pass for 32, arrived at Soto
Cano on June 24. The interview was conducted by
Tech.Sgt.G.A.Volb,whilephotos wereshotby Spc.
M. William Petersen, both of the Joint Task Force-
Bravo Public Affairs Office.)

Thelguana: Y ou currently sport an undergraduate
degreein Englishfrom Oxford Collegein Minnesota;
aMasters Degreein Divinity from Gordon-Conwel
Theologica Seminary in Massachusetts,andaPhDin
ChurchHistory (Reformation) fromHarvard Univer -
sity. Seeing as how you're an Army chaplain, one
might get theimpressionyou’ renot familiar with the
phrase“over qualified.”

Chaplain Basal: Well, whenyou’ reraising afami-
ly and trying to support going to school at the same
time you haveto make sacrifices. My education was
the culmination of many years of work, prior to and
during my serviceinthemilitary. Soit may seemalit-
tleout of theordinary tomost at first glance, but it was
agradual thing.

TI: Oneof your favorite hobbiesisfencing. | have
totell youthat |ead to somepretty scary images. some-
one your size gliding “gracefully” over the floor, in
tights, with a sword in hand. What turned you on to
fencing?

CB: My grandfather was the U.S. national team
fencing coachway back when. Hewasthefirst Ameri -
canto takeaEuropean or Canadian medal infencing.
Thiswasback inthe 30s, 40sand 50s. Hewassitill fenc-
ing when | wasbornin the 60s.

My stron% point is the foil, which relies on your
form through the mid-arm. Hiswas the saber, which
wasaslashing and cutting styleusingthewrist. | don’t
havethewristsfor that.

_On_

ONE

-with-
Chaplain (Capt.) Patrick Basal

JOINTTASK FORCE-BRAVO CHAPLAIN

TI:You vebeen preachingfor afair number of years
now; what’ sheenthefunniest thing you saw peopledo-
ing fromthepul pit? Anyonestart snoring?

CB: Fromthepulpitinchurchit’ susually just peo-
plefalling asleep. But the most embarrassing moment
for me was way back when | was an alter boy. | was
about 14 yearsold, it wasareally hot day, and as| was
hel ping withthe communion behind thealter theheat fi-
nally overcamemeand | threw up. But the pastor didn’t
miss abeat. He very calmly wiped his sleeve off and
wiped thechalicedown. Thentheushersopened upthe
alterand| bee-linedit out of there-- nobody saw athing,
just anormal communion service. Other than that, you
normally see heads bobbing on occasion asthey nod
off. Sometimesif | think peopleareboredto death, I'll
get them out of their chairsto wakethem up.

TI: Whereisthesatisfactionasan Army chaplain?

CB: For meit’ sgetting out of theofficeandinteract-
ingwiththetroops. It snot just doingthepastoral thing
with the church. My gift is not preaching; my giftis
teaching. But it’ salso being out wherethe soldiersare
— inthemud, repelling of f thetower and at thefiring
range.

T1: Much of the base popul ation sees you on Sun-
days, but you' reaprett bgi man during theweek too.
Tell meabout anormal week.

CB: There’'s"PT” every day, numerous command
and staff meetings— 1" m currently trying to integrate

BIOGRAPHY

Education: Bachelor's Degree in English
from Oxford College, Minn.; Master’s Degree in
Divinity from Gordon-Conwell Seminary, Mass.;
and PhD. in Church History Reformation from
Harvard.

Hobbies: Reading, fencing and hunting.

Experience: 16 year veteran, including re-
servetime.

Favorite authors: Alexander Kent and
Patrick O’brien.

Favorite movie quote: “The deadliest
weapon inthe world is a Marine and his rifle.” --
Full Metal Jacket.

myself intothe Air Forcemeetingstolearnthat sideof
the house. We also have Bible studies, a fellowship
group, interact with the churchin Comayagua, gospel
choir practices, prayer team on Saturdaysand then serv-
iceon Sundays.

Wealso havewhat we consider a“ soul outing” once
amonth where we go do something off post. We've
gonehorse-back riding at Marcala, we' vedonearetreat
to Roatan, and next month we' re planni ng? ongoingto
LakeYojoa— dl inthenameof spiritual fitnesstrain-

ing.

TI1: Whereyou nervousthefirst time you stood in
front of acongregationto speak?

CB: | sweat profusely, eventoday. I’ venever gotten
used to talking to people, because, again, my giftisn’t
asapreacher. |I’mateacher, andif weweresitting here
ilnsﬁ_Bi blestudy or classenvironment, thenthat’ swhere

ine.

TI:What’ sthetoughest part of your job, keepingthe
serviceinteresting maybe?

CB: I’d say the toughest part of the job is getting
more peopleintothe service. | think many peopletend
to expect the sameold, routine servicethey’ veexperi-
enced in the past. If you cometo one of my services
you' |l discover it’ snot traditional in nature, that even
though I’'m Lutheran it’s not atraditional service. |
didn’t bring my robes down here. | didn’t bring my
clericals. | try to keep it very contemporary, playing
Creed onour CD player and thingslikethat to get peo-
pleinvolved. What | envision, to enlargetheservice,
ismaybeto movethe servicetothe Oasis, wherewe
could have coffee and doughnuts. We haveto do the
thingsthat will bringintheyounger generationswho
weren’traisedinchurch. If we' reusing modern songs
and doingthingsthey canrelateto, thenthey’ Il attend
service. How many churcheshaveacoffeeand dough-
nut service?

TI:Youknow the Twinsarekicking somebutt right
now; do you seethemtaking theWorld Series?

CB: Growing up in Minnesotathe Twins were a-
waystheteamtofollow, theproblemwasnobody would
admit to ever goingto seeagame—- they werethat bad
back then. We' d havesenior skipday just to seeagame,
and till nobody would admit to having beenthere.

See ONE ON ONE, Page5
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Sgt.John Cortez, broadcaster, plays asong on his dai-
ly morning radio show inthe AFN-Honduras studio.

Story and Photo by Spc. M. William Petersen

§ Editor

B diers, sailors, airmenand Marines

| hereaswell. A crew of three sol-

‘| their own set of responsibilitiesthat

Acrosstheglobe, the Armed ForcesNetwork is

I the voice of Americafor theU.S. mil itary over-

seas.
Whether in Koreawith 2nd Infantry Division,
inltaly at Aviano Air Baseor in Japan,
thereisalwaysan Americanradiosta-
tionand Americantelevisionfor sol-

totunein. _ _
Despitetherelatively small size
of Joint Task Force-Bravo, AFNis

diersand one airman run the Pow-
er Lizardradio station and provide
five AFN television stations.

Each individual in the shop has

keep theairwavesflowingwithmusic,
T.V. programmingand movies.
Army Staff Sgt. Mike Parson has been station

W8 manager for AFN-Hondurasfor nearly ayear. In

that time, hehasmanaged theoverall operationsof
thestationaswell asperformingdiscjockey duties
for oneof thestation’ sthreeliveon-the-air shows.

Parson currently hoststheafternoonradio show,

@ while Army Sgt. John Cortez pullsmorning show

duties. Theshowsarebroadcast from8am.to11
am. for the morning show, and from 2 p.m. to 5

AFN-Honduras: U.S.radio at Soto Cano

p.m. for the afternoon show.

Withhisd urefrom Soto CanoAir Baseclos-
ingin, Parsonhasbeguntraining Corteztotakeover
asstation manager. Thisbenefitsthe station since
therotation of soldiersandairmeninand outiscon-
Stant.

“There’ saconstant turnover here,” said Parson.
“Wehad onesoldier, Pfc. Brooks Taylor, whowas
here for three months. Once we had him fully
trained-up, heleft. There' sreally no continuity.”
For Cortez, hisassignmentto Soto Canois
the opportunity to do what he's always
wanted to do. He extended histour here
to keep doing the job and eventually

takeover asstationmanager.
“When| wasakid, | usedtositin
front of the TV and broadcast Braves
gamesto mysalf. | dwayswanted to
beabroadcaster,” said Cortez. “I'm
doing somethingthat | alwayswant-
edtodoand servingmy country at the
sametime.”
Currently AFN islooking at their optionsto
expand. A second radiofrequency may bein AFN-
Honduras' near future, said Parson. Thestationis
currently slated to be focused more on news and
talk radio than the current music station.

ThePower Lizardisawaysaccepting volunteer
DJsto host radio shows. Experienceisn’trequired,
but can beprovided.

“Even if they don't know how to do it, we'll
show them,” said Parson.

ONE ON ONE

Continued from Page 4

TI: Oneof your favoritequotesis. “ Thedead-
liest weaponintheworldisaMarineand hisri-
fle,” from Full Metal Jacket. Somemightsay it's
a“chaplainand hissword.” Careto comment?

CB: [Laughing] | do have several sabers
hanging on my wall in my office back home.
And| get that common ook of peoplewalking
in expecting to see crosses hanging all over the
place, and then looking around seeing the
swords. The look on their face seems to say,
“Hey, thisguy hasmoregoing onthanjust being
a preacher. He's a normal kind of guy.” So |
guess I’ m trying to change the historical per-
ception of usbeing thefrail, withdrawn minis-
ter type and include a little ruggedness, more
manly traits.

Growing up, | hated theway ministerswere
portrayed ontelevisionorinmovies, like Father
Mulcahy on M.A.S.H. -- meek and mild. You
know Christ wasacarpenter, sol’ mthinkinghe
probably had a pretty good build on him. Y ou
can’'t beawimp asacarpenter. Plus, hehad 12
disciples and many followersthat | could see
himwrestling with -- they probably did thesame
macho typethings guysdo today.

TI: Infact, youenjoy goingtotherangewith
troopstofire, yet you, asachaplaindon’t carry
aweaponintimeof war. Kind of ironic?

CB: I'’vequalified expert in both 9mm and
M-16 in the Army, Navy and Marine Corps.
Yes, |'d it’sironic, but thenagain, my assis
tant ismy body guard. If hedoesn’t know how

toshoot, thenl’mgoingto makesurehelearns.
Smiling] | want to make surehe’ squalified, so
ecan protect me.

Tl:In Iyour short timehere, isthereanything
youwouldliketo providethecommunity that
hasn’t been offered inthe past?

CB: I think what | bring to thecommunity is
alittlemore contemporary ideas. Previously, it
wasan old, traditional Methodist service. So |
try to do something totally different to keep
thingsinteresting. Again, I'mtryingtobringin
theyounger generation, so | haveto betalking
their language.

Tl: What is your goal for the chaplaincy
here? Where do youwant it to bewhenyou’re
moving on to your next assignment?

CB: I'dliketo seeagreater following. Peo-
plewillingtoadmitthey needthelord ontheir
side. Thispost isso open to other areas of en-
tertainment, likedrinking and such, that | want
to offer an equalizer of sorts — something to
balanceitall out and offer analternative. | don’t
judge people; | just want them to know thereare
alternatives on and off base.

TI1: If youweren't achaplaininthe Army,
what would you bedoing?

CB: That'shardtosay. But morethanlikely
I’ d probably be getting dirty; maybekneedeep
in an archeological dig having to do with
churchhistory.

MEDRETE

Continued from Page 1

and throat operating room technician at Wilford Hall. “We
brought everything with us — equipment, supplies, sutures,
water, instruments—everything. Thehospital in San Pedro Su-
la doesn’t have much of the surgical equipment, so they
wouldn'’t be able to do the operations unless we brought the
equipment with us.”

Mathis, who had never visited Honduras before, said the
membersof theteam %ai ned asense of satisfaction knowin
they helped people who couldn’t otherwise afford medic
care.

“Without thiscare, some of thesekidswould eventually die,
becausean ear infection cangointotheir brain,” shesaid.

1stLt. Jennifer Tay, anaudiologist at Wilford Hall, saidin
addition to helping the patients, the medical team gained an
appreciationfor thequality of medical carepeoplehaveinthe
United States.

“Therewerealot of children we saw who had something
wrong with them that would be so easy tofix in the states, but
it goesuntreated here becausethey don’ t havethemoney or re-
sourcestogetittreated,” Tay said. “Asanaudiologist, | dida
number of hearing tests, and found many children who could
be helped by asimple hearing aid. I’ d liketo come back with
some hearing aidsdonated from the states. | hopeto makesure
wecandothisagain.”

Onaverage, medical teamsfrom Wilford Hall do between
10 and 12 MEDRETES each year in countries whose health
careisoften lacking.

Bergman said missionssuch asthese benefit everyonein-
volved.

“It’ sawin-win situation all around, because we get educa-
tion, and the people get freemedical care,” hesaid. “Wetake
every opportunity to do these missionswhenever we can.”
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Rescueteam saves Coast Guardsman at sea

PATRICK AIRFORCEBASE, Fla. — A 920th Rescue Group aircrew came
toaidof anailing Coast Guardsman July 23 after divertingfromaerial patrolsin
conjunctionwithsafeguarding VicePresident Dick Cheney.

Whilepatrolling about 40 milesoff thecoast of CapeCanaveral, Fla., thefive-
member HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter crew received aradio messagefroma
nearby Coast Guard cutter asking for assistance. A Coast Guardsmanwasap-
parently having aheart attack and needed to beairlifted fromtheshiptoamed-
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ical facility.

Ironically, the“ coastie” wasonthesamemission at seaasthe Air ForceRe-

serve Command helicopter crew.

“Whenwegot thecall, wedidn’ t hesitatetoact,” said Mgj. ChrisHannon, air-
craftcommander. “ Therewereother air assetsinthearea, sowecould affordto

divert toanother critical mission.”

Thehelicopter hovered near the cutter and two crewmen, 2nd Lt. Rusty Brad-
Sgt. Lance Supernaw, jumpedintotheoceanwithapatient lit-
ter and swamtothecutter. They climbed onboard and treated the stricken Coast
Guardsman. After he was stabilized, they placed him on thelitter and hewas

shaw and M aster

hoisted up to the helicopter.

“Hewashaving severechest pains, and had afast heart rateand rapidrespira-
tions,” said Bradshaw, acombat rescueofficer. “Hewasal so swesating very hard.

We put himon oxygen and stabilized him.”

After al2-minuteflight to Melbourne, Fla., thehelicopter landed onafield

near amedical center and transferred to paramedics.

The HH-60 crew headed back over the Atlantic Oceantorejointhevicepres-
idential security detail. Themission continued without incident for another three
hours. After it wasover, therescuersreturned to Patrick, wherethey learned the
Air Rescue Coordination Center had credited them with another save.

Other crewmemberson the missionwere M gj. Bruce Shuman, copilot, and
Master Sgt. Steve Johnson, flight engineer. (Courtesy of AFRC News Service)

82nd jumps into Transforma

Storyand Photo by
Pvt. SaraWood and Sgt. Kim Dooley
13th Public Affairs Detachment

FORT IRWIN, Cdlif. — In oneof the
firsttroop manueversof theArmy Trans-
formation Experiment and Millennium
Challenge 2002, 750 paratroopersfrom
the82nd AirborneDivisionjumpedinto
theNational Training Center’ sBikeLake
Arm?/Ai rfieldintheearly morninghours
of July 30.

Two NTC observerg/controllers par-
ticipatinginthejumpand 21 of the82nd
paratroopers were injured in the drop.
None of the injuries were life- or limb-
threatening, though, and consisted main-
ly of brokenbones, back strainsandafew
concussions, saidMg. Richard Petterson,
82nd Abn. Div. publicaffairsofficer. As
of July 31, 10 of the soldierswere being
treatedfor theirinjuriesat alocal hospital
and 13 had returned to duty.

The mission began at 2 am. with a A jumpmaster fr

heavy drop of two High Mobility Multi-
purpose Wheeled V ehiclesand two 105-
mm howitzers.

AirForceC-130aircraft transported the paratroopers
and equipment to the drop zone, and officialssaid this
demonstratedthe Army’ sinteroperability withother mil-
itary services.

Theparatroopers missionwasto seizeand securethe
airfieldfor thelanding of several Stryker Infantry Carri-
er vehiclesaboard other C-130aircraft.

This part of ATEX02 tested the interoperability be-
tween the“legacy force” and the“interim force,” said
Mgj. Gen. John R. Vines, commanding general, 82nd
Abn. Div.

Vines stressed the importance of the paratroopers,
sayingthey arestill theonly forcethat can makeastrate-

of aCoast Guardsman.

CourtesyPhoto

Master Sgt. Lance Supernaw (left) and 2nd Lt. Rusty Bradshaw remove their gear
from an HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter at Patrick Air Force Base, Fla. Theairmen are
assignedtothe 920th Rescue Group. They wererecently credited with saving thelife

v

tion exerciseat NTC

seizuresregularly at Fort Bragg, Monday
night's mission introduced the unit to
some unique challenges, including the
largesizeof theexercise, new battlefield
technology and unfamiliar terrain, Lynch
said.

In light of these different challenges,
theunit placed moreemphasisonensuring
safety through a thorough jumpmaster
pre-inspection.

“TheJMPI isthefinal quality control
check that ajumpmaster doesof anindi -
vidual jumper prior to getting thejumper
ontotheaircraft,” said 1stLt. David Pow-
ell, battalion air officer, 1st Bn., 325th
AIR. Theair officer’ sprimary roleinthe
exercisewasto ensurethe safety and ac-
countability of all personnel and equip-
ment on the aircraft and on the airfield.
“Depending on what deficiencies are
found, these checks can literally be the
differencebetweenlifeand death for the
paratroopers.”

gic, forcibleentry into alandlocked area.

“Thebread and butter of the82nd Airborneisairfield
seizures,” said Capt. Rob Boone, commander, Company
D, 1stBn., 325th Airbornelnfantry Regiment.“ Thismis
sionisdangerousbecausewearethefirst onesin, andit’s
important becausewehaveto securetheareaand openup
theairfieldfor follow-onforces.”

The paratroopersreceived ongoing training at their
home station in preparation for the exercise, including
live-fireranges, abrief integration with new communi-
cationsequipment, and job specialty training, said Sgt.
1st ClassChristopher Lynch, platoon sergeant, Co. D, 1st
Bn., 325thAIR.

Althoughthe82nd conductsheavy dropsandairfield

omthe 82nd Airborne Division conducts pre-inspection of an-
other paratrooper prior to the July 30 jump at the National Training Center

During IMPI, jumpmasters check for
the serviceability of the jumpers para-
chutes, correct rigging of all equipment
and double check to make sure the para-
ch_Lgl[e and combat equipment isdonned properly, Powell
said.

With only about 70-80 jumpmasters and safetiesto
conduct the IMPI of all 750 paratroopers, theresponsi -
bility of safety a sorestsheavily withthejumpersthem-
selves, hesaid.

“Finding adeficiency isalso often up to the experi -
enceand training of thejumper himself and of thejump
buddy that hel ps him don hisequipment,” Powell said.
“Thenumber of deficiencieswedetect and correctisde-
pendent onthosetwofactors, aswell asour own expert-
ise.”

(Editor’s note: ARNEWS senior correspondent Joe
Burlasalsocontributedtothearticle.)
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BRIEFS

E-mail abuse

Lately, there have been some abuses
of thee-mail systemregardingthe ALL
e-mail policy. Sending non-critical e-
mail out to everyone on basewithout it
coming through the PAO office is
against command policy. Trying to get
aroundthispolicy by sending e-mailsto
everyoneusing their individual groups,
suchasAFFOR, ARFOR, MEDEL, JSF,
etc., constitutes aviolation of thispoli-
cy aswell.

If you haveinformation that needsto
be disseminated to the entire base popu-
lace, it must comethrough the PAO of -
ficefor review.

If the e-mail is deemed appropriate
and/or missionessential, PAOwill send
itoutto ALL. If not, your information
can be posted on the e-news, which is
updated several timesaweek, broadcast
it onthe Power Lizard, or post ed onthe
Commander’ sChannel.

Pleasereview the policy onthe JTF-
B webserver and keep it in mind when
sending out masse-mails.

View Travel Payments
on H-Drive

TheFinance Officeisnow posting all
travel voucher settlementstothe“JTF-
B data’ folder on the network. Travel
settlementsfiled after 8 July 2002 will
belogged. Monitor the status of your
travel payments by going to H:\AR-
FOR\FINANCE\Travel Payments
Log.xls.

New Legal Office hours

Dueto a shortage in personnel, the
Officeof theCommand JudgeAdvocate
(Legal Office) isreducing hoursthat le-
gal assistance will be available. Until
further notice, all powers of attorney
and notarizations will be processed
Tuesdaysand Thursdaysfrom1p.m.-4
p.m. Peopleunableto makethosetimes
or seeking other legal services must
makean appointment. Notificationwill
be distributed when this policy is no
longer necessary.

Ten Miler team tryouts

A 10kilometer runwill be held Aug.
29 at 6 a.m. to select the membersof the
JTF-B team that will go to Washington
D.C.toraceinthe Army Ten Miler on
Oct. 20.

The run will start and finish in the
vicinity of the track. Eight personnel
will comprisetheteam.

Sign-up formswill be avail able soon
so T-shirtscan beordered.

All areinvitedtorunandencouraged
to participate.

Fort Bragg officials reactto four
spousal homicides in six weeks

By Spc. Kyle J. Cosner
U.S. Army Special Operations Command Public Affairs

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Fort Braggand theU.S. Army
Special Operations Command officialshaveresponded to
reporters’ questionsabout thekilling of four military wives
by their active-duty husbands in a span of less than six
weeksduring apressconference July 26.

Threeof thefour accused soldiershad returned fromde-
ploymentsto Afghanistan within thelast six months.

Despitesuggestionsfromthemediathat thekillingsmay
have been related to those deployments, Col. Tad Davis,
Fort Bragg’ s garrison commander, told aroomful of re-
portersthat theincidents probably related moreto the sol-
diers' preexisting marital problemsthan to their deploy-
mentsin support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

“That’ soneof thefactorsthat we' |l look at during our in-
vestigation into each one of these cases, but also what was
therelationship, what wasgoing oninthat family, what was
going oninthat household— and thenlook at all thoseis-
suestogether to seewhat we can put together asatotal pic-
ture of what wasgoingoninthat family,” Davissaid.

Davisdiscounted Afghanistan asadirect factor in the
killings, pointing out that duty therewasno more stressful
than deploymentsto other theaters.

“We've got several thousand soldiers deployed right
now in30or morecountriesaroundtheworld,” hesaid. “In
many cases, thosesoldiersareinanasstressful, if not more
stressful environment, than these soldiersmight havebeen
in Afghanistan.”

Davisal so cautioned agai nst drawing too many connec-
tionsbetween thefour incidents.

“WEe vegot tojudgeeach and every oneof thesecaseson
its own merit and then see what we come up with in the
end,” hesaid.

Acrosspost at the U.S. Army Specia Operations Com-
mand, Mgj. Gary Kolb, thecommand’ spublic affairs offi-
cer, echoed Davis comments. Threeof theaccused soldiers
belonged to USA SOC units.

“1 think each casehastobetakendifferently,” Kolbsaid.
“To pinpoint onething likethewar in Afghani stan and say
that’ sthe causeispretty hard to do. Each (case) needsto be
looked atindividually.”

Davissaid that although military familiesaresubject to
thesameproblemsascivilianfamilies, theseincidentswere
asurprise, astherehadn’ t been adomestic-rel ated homicide
at Fort Braggintwoyears.

“Inmany respects, what we' vefound isthat some (mili-
tary) familiesdo haveproblems,” Davissaid. “But...weare
shocked and extremely surprised with the recent occur-

rences, and our heartsgo out to each and every one of the
families, toincludethechildrenin particular.

“Inwhatever way wecan, wetry to have programsavail-
ablefor (families experiencing problems) — everything
from marriage counseling to marriage enrichment pro-
grams’ Davis continued. “ At the same time, we stressto
eachandevery oneof our leadersat every level tomakesure
that they’ reawareof thecircumstancesamongthesoldiers,
especially thosethat are married.”

However, suchresourcescan’t domuchgoodif soldiers
don’t take advantage of them, according to Henry Berry,
Fort Bragg' sfamily advocacy program manager.

“Itsonethingtoknow that anindividual isexperiencing
aproblem— it affordsyou the opportunity torender assis
tance,” Berry said. “1f you don’t know, you're hands are
tied. Then, when aseriousincident doestake place, you go
onaguilttrip. Shouldwehaveknown?What couldwehave
done?Tobeabsolutely honest...(theseincidents) aremind-
boggling...I was completely caught off guard.

“We'regoingtolook at these cases,” Berry continued.
“We haveto identify what took placeto prevent them. It
could mean deleting programs, but it will probably mean
adding onto our programs.”

Whether theaccused soldierscameforward for counsel -
ingisunder investigation, Davissaid.

He also said that despite his post’ s attemptsto prevent
domestic disputes within military families, sometimes
problemscould slip through the cracks— withtragicre
sults.

“Wewant tomakesurethat thefamiliesback hereat Fort
Bragg aretaken careof,” Davissaid.

“ Stressissomethingwefaceonadaily basis...whenyou
add ontop of that military life, itincreasesthestresstremen-
dously, and when you add on top of that thefact that loved
onesmight bemovinginto harm’ sway and danger, that al -
so increasesthe amount of stresson our families,” Davis
said. “Wehaveworked very hard since (Operation Desert
Storm) in particular to stabilize the programs we have to
reach out for family membersand beabletolook after their
needs, especially when their loved ones are half aworld
away servingindefenseof thisnation.”

Two of the accused soldiers, Sgt. Cedric Griffin and
Master Sgt. William Wright, are in police custody and
charged with the first-degree murders of their wives on
June29and July 9, respectively.

Thetwo other suspects, Sgt. 1st ClassRigoberto Nieves
and Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Floyd, both allegedly killed
their wives shortly before committing suicide JJune 11 and
July 19, respectively.

All four cases occurred off-post and are still under in-
vestigation.

Pentagon blast site open for business

ByJim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Less than a
year after ahijacked airliner crashed
Into the Pentagon, thefirst tenants of
thedestroyed areawill movebackin,
Defenseofficialssaid.

Asbefitting their tradition, aMa-
rine Corpsofficewill moveback into
the E-ring office it occupied before
Sept. 11, said Rachel Decker, acom-
muni cationsspecialist withthe Penta-
gon Renovation Plan.

“It’ sthe office they recovered the

Marineflagfrom,” shesaid.

Theprojectiswell ahead of sched-
ule, Decker said. Other offices will
move back in, although the schedule
isnot yet set, shesaid.

In rebuilding the area, Pentagon
engineers  incorporated  many
changes recommended by those who
wereintheareawhen American Air-
lines Flight 77 struck the building.
One important change was placing
lighting along the floor, so people
crawling inthick smoke canfindthe
exits. Anotherisplacingwallsaround
stairwellsto contain firesand explo-
sions.

Already intheplanwaswork toin-
stall sprinkler systemsin the build-
ing. The plane struck at the junction
of Wedge 1, which had sprinklersin
place, and Wedge 2, which didn't.
The sprinklers helped firefighters
suppressthefirein Wedge 1, whereas
fires in Wedge 2 took almost three
daysto put out.

Decker said work continues on
other Pentagon renovation projects.
The program has established a Uni-
versal Space Lab in a section of
Wedge 2 to test new furniture, new
ways of placing utilities and new
saf ety measures.
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Give ‘emtheBird g
Wilbur: MEDEL’s talkative mascot -

Story and Photos by 2nd Lt. Carla Pampe taught can’t beput in print. _ _
y “notos by P “Peoplethink it’ sfunny to teach him bad things,”
Public Affairs Director

Blomesaid. “Hisnewestthingtosay is‘booty call.””  [##
. . . Whenhe' snot talking to peoplepassing by, Wilbur 8
Onany givenday, peoplewalking by themedical lovesto snack on hisfavoritefoods, like pistachios,

element dormitories might hear a high, shrill bananas, appl es, pearsand raw spaghetti.

voice calling out — “holal” “adios,” or e —— “Helovespasta,” Blomesaid. “Hegets

“what' sup?’ o e really violent when people feed him
No, it's not afriendly hootch .-~ sugary foods, though. Heneedsal ot

of proteinand carbs.”
Wilbur a solikeswarm baths
from aspray bottle and danc-
. ing around on the beams of
. hiscage.
Although hiscageisfair-
' ly large, Blome said
MEDEL is trying to get
plans for a new one ap-
| proved.
/ “Thiscageisinpretty bad
¢ condition,” shesaid.” It sde-
" teriorating fromtermites, and
he really needs a new one. |
There are a lot of holes in it |
whereother birdscan comeinand
steal hisfood.”
Blome said it will be hard for her to

maid trying to get your atten-
tion, it’ sjust Wilbur theparrot /
making hispresenceknown.

Wilbur, the MEDEL
mascot, haslived at Soto  /
Cano for about three
years, said 1st Lt. Tues- (
day Blome, his primary |
caretaker.

“He was a gift to |
MEDEL from someone *,
who was stationed here *
back then,” she said. “He \
bel ongstoall of us, and we
lovehim.”

Although hedidn’ttalk much
at first, Blome said in recent ™
months, Wilbur's vocabulary has ~. -

been rapidly expanding. ———"" |eave Wilbur when she heads back to the
“Hesayshola, hello, adios, pretty bird, hey bud-  statesthismonth.

dy, Wilbur, what's up and | love you,” Blome said. “I know I’mgoingto cry and cry, but the new den-

“Hecanalsomeow likeacat andcluck likeachicken, i st, Capt. [Ammon] Baus, has volunteered to take

too.” careof himafter | leave,” shesaid. “ Everybody helps

However, some of the things Wilbur has been  outwithWilbur, and 1 know hewill beingood hands.”

1stLt. Tuesday Blome, preventive medicine, visits with her friend, Wilbur,on Monday. Blome has been
Wilbur’s primary caretaker, butwill pass onthose duties when sheleaves Soto Cano atthe end of this
month.




