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2001 Task force’s year
of tragedies, triumphs

The Iguana looks back at the events which
highlighted thefirstyear of the new millennium
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Thanks foramemorable year

Asanother calendar year drawstoaclose, itiscus-
tomary toretrospectively examinetheeventsthat have
shaped the history pages and made an imprint in our
lives. Newsdocumentarieswill read“ 2001 inreview,”
sportschannelswill highlight “ Theyear in sports,” and
radiostationswill capture” Thetop 100" all inan effort
to punctuatetheend of another adventurousyear.

For many reasons, 2001 will be remembered asan
unforgettableyear—ayear of tragedy, ayear of strug-
gle, ayear of evil. But, 2001 should al so beremembered
asayear of triumph and ayear of achievement. It should
beregarded asayear of progressand ayear of success.

| predict that you, guardiansof your nation, will ook
back onthisyear asoneof growth, wherethesweat and
grimeof atoughday’ swork wasitsownreward andthe
feeling of accomplishment set the stagefor thenext task
tobemastered. You'll likely recall thefreshfacesof dis-
advantaged children that have been helped by your
kindness, and thethankful eyesof familiescombatinga
tropical storm asthey received much needed supplies
delivered by you. Youwill likely anguish becauseyou
didn’'t do more in the counter-drug effort, not giving
yourselves full credit for the huge contribution you
madeintraining, deterrenceandintervention.

Of course, youwill standtall becauseyou havemade
adifference in countless ways. The medical and fire
emergency servicesyou providetothisregionareun-

matched in professional quality. The civic assistance
and outreach programsyou humbly employ, empower
peopleto moveforwardwiththeir ownlivesandtheir
own dreams. Asyou look back onyour year, you will
takeprideinknowingthat your presencemadeadiffer-
ence for the peoples of Honduras and the people
throughout Central America. That issomethingworth
remembering.

While 2001 isamemorableyear, | know that 2002
will beequally asmemorableand likely more prosper-
ousfor Joint Task Force- Bravo. | amgrateful that all of
youarehereto makeit so. Weareinthegroundbreaking
stagesof creating aJoint Task Force-Bravo Futurethat
will set the condition for years of continued military
presenceat Soto Cano. Whilesomewhat transparent to
most of youtoday, itisyour vision, your ingenuity, your
creativity, and your energy that will pave the way for
JTF-Bravointheyearsahead. Y es, it will takework and
lotsof it, but withthecollection of talent that wehaveat
JTF-Bravoitisatask well within our grasp. | amexcit-
ed about what lies ahead and look forward with great
anticipationto sharing 2002 with all of you.

Asl close, | dosowiththistoast for New Year' sEve:
“May youliveall thedaysof your life,” Jonathan Swift
(1667-1745), writer. Happy New Year JTF-Bravo!

Colonel Mike Okita
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Holiday wishes, greetings from Air Force SECAF,CINC

By James G. Roche, secretary of the Air Force,
Gen.John P. Jumper, Air Force chief of staff

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — This holiday season
markstheend of anemotional year for all Americans,
atimereservedfor reflecting on past events, counting
blessings, and looking to thefutureand the promi se of
thenew year.

Whilethetragiceventsof Sept. 11 weigh heavily on

theheartsof all Americans, our spiritcontinuestorise

from the ashes of New York, Washington, D.C., and
Pennsylvania. America sabundant blessingsaremore
evident than ever; wenow appreci ate things once tak-
en for granted. Our nation turned to its military for
strength and character during this critical time and
America smilitary againanswered her call.
Asinholidayspast, America sairmencanbefound
acrosstheglobe, inmorethan 115 countries, making a

stand for freedom and eliminating the scourge of ter-
rorism. Likeall Americans, theseairmen cherish hol-
idays spent with family and friends, but faithfully
choose to serve their nation. Americais blessed by
your service.

On behalf of agrateful nation, we givethanksfor
the selfless sacrifice of those who wear the uniform.
Know that you and your familiesareforemost in our
thoughtsand prayersduring thisspecial season.

Task forcecomestogetherto celebrate holiday season

By Spc.Jon Christoffersen
Iguana Editor

Members of Joint Task Force-Bravo gathered to
celebratethe season at atreelighting ceremony Dec.
14.

Startingwith Christmascarol s, the servicemembers
gatheredto cel ebratethe season and to spend timewith
one another. After a carol was sung, the lightswere
pluggedinandthelightsonthetreecametolife. Ap-
plauserosefromthegathered crowd asthey stared at
thetree.

“Itisaniceway to remind us of thereason for the
season,” said Chaplain (Capt.) Earl Vanderhoff, JTF-
Bravo chaplain. “1n one senseit marksthe beginning
of theholiday season, inanother it demonstratestothe
(task force) that their commander istruly grateful for
the service and commitment of each member of the
JTF-Bravofamily.”

Vanderhoff, who directed the service, spoke about
the importance of the season both from areligious
stand point and apersonal onefor many people.

“Weall missour familiesand loved onesdearly at

thisseason, but through thistype of ceremony weare
reminded that JTFB isour family,” Vanderhoff said.
“Each of usneedsto makeextraeffort toreach out and
wish everyoneamerry Christmas.”

Vanderhoff suggested that every member of thetask
force should wish every other member happy holidays
whenthey passthem.

Vanderhoff added that he knowshow difficult the
stressesof military lifecan be, especially duringthis
timeof theyear.

“Itisalwayshardto beaway from home,” Vander-
hoff said. “ | want to communi catemy appreciationfor
all my fell ow service men and women who havevol -
unteeredto serveour country. Military lifeishard! We
missgraduations, birthdays, anniversariesand many
other important family timesyear after year.

“Thank youfor your dedication and servicetothe
United States! Thisyear in particular let usthink of our
partinthewar against terrorism. Soto Cano may seem
insignificant but, we haveto be here so that morein-
nocent Americanfamilieswill not suffer asthoseof the
9-11attack.”

Alongwith thelighting of thetree, each MSC also
created aChristmascard which areon display by the

Christmastree. The cardswere judged and awinner
chosen asthebest Christmascard.

Col. Michael Okita, JTF-Bravo commander, said
thecardswereall incredible. “ Theintricate detailed
artistic work was masterfully done by all,” he said.
“Each entry sends a special message and amplifies
what aspecial timeof year thisisfor us.”

Okitaadded that thereismuch to remember during
thistimeof year.

“During thisfestive season of giving, wecannot and
should not beblindtothosewho arelessfortunatethan
we,” hesaid. “Today, itisnearly impossibletodoso...
tooverlook death, ilIness, poverty, and spiritlessness.
Weseeitevery day ontelevision, weknow of our own
misfortunesat homeinthe United States, and welive
with it daily here in Honduras. But, we also live
among beauty, energy, therichesof sharing, of grow-
ing, and of lending ahand or acompassionateear. This
season, asnever before, givethanksfor thegoodness
that surroundseach oneof us. Takethetimeto recog-
nize and enjoy the spirit of giving. Aboveall, havea
peaceful holiday season knowingthat youmakeadif-
ferenceinthisworld... Thank you JTFfor making the
start to our holiday so memorable.”
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2001: Theyearthat was full of news

Notable news stories from thetask force and world events

New commander: Okitatakes over JTF-Bravo command

By 1stLt. Richard Komurek
July 27

Joint Task Force-Bravo welcomed a new com-
mander and bid farewell totheir former |eader during
achange-of-command ceremony July 17.

Col. Michael Okita assumed command of JTF-
Bravo from Col. Michael Wood, who has been as-
signed to the Joint Special Operations Command at
Fort Bragg, N.C.

The ceremony was attended by several military
leadersand distinguished guests, including Frank Al-
maguer, U.S. ambassador to Honduras, Mg.
Gen.Gary Speer, deputy commander in chief of Unit-
ed States Southern Command,; retired Gen. Marco
Rosales Abella, Honduran deputy minister of de-
fense; Lt. Col. Gustavo Lanzal agos, director of the
Honduran Military Aviation Academy and Anibal
Murillo, governor of LaPaz.

Speer, who flew infrom Southern Command, Mi-
ami, for theday, spoke about the significance of the
change of command here.

“Thank you all for attending this very important
ceremony today in which the command of the only
forward deployed force stationed in Latin America
passesfrom onegreat |eader to another,” hesaid.

Speer also took the opportunity to praiseWood' s
leadership and thank JTF-Bravo membersfor their
hard work over thepast year.

“ JTF-Bravo continuesto bethe doorway through
which our regional engagement and efforts in
strengthening democracy have passed into Latin
America,” hesaid.

“For themen and women who comprise JTF-Bra-
vo, from ARFORto AFFOR, thank you for what you
do not only today but every day, day in and day out.
Your many accomplishmentshaveaprofoundimpact
onthe peopleand nationsof Central America.”

Inadditionto praising JTF-Bravo’ spast, Speer al -
so hailed the new commander and the promising fu-
turefor thetask force.

Speer said he has known Okitafor more than 15

years and was confident that Okita’ s tactical back-
ground and concernfor soldiersmadehimfully qual-
ifiedfor thiscommand.

Upon histurnat the podium, Okitasaid hewasen-
ergized and anticipated the challenges and opportu-
nitiesthat lie ahead.

“In the days ahead, | look forward to working
along side you uniformed military, defense depart-
ment civilians and contractors and most especially
my new civilianand military Honduran colleagues,”
Okitasaid.

“As we step for-

2nd Ranger Battalion during Operation Just Causein
Panama.

Most recently Okita commanded the 2dRanger
Battalion, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Okitacomesto JTF-Bravo fromthe National War
Collegein Washington, D.C., wherehecompl eted ad-
vanced military education andtraining.

A native of Honolulu, Hawaii, Okita earned his
commission in 1980 as a Distinguished Military
Graduateof ROTC at theUniversity of Dayton, Ohio.

ward together, | ask | ——

you to join me in
revalidatingthecom-
mitment you madeto [
your nation’ sflags, to |
your services, to |
those you are char-
tered to serve and to
theteamweareall a
part of.”

Okita’'s military
career includesexpe-
rienceasan airborne
infantry platoon
leader and company
executiveofficer, in-
fantry battalion S3,
Ranger battalion ex-
ecutive officer and
infantry brigade ex-
ecutiveofficer.

Hetwiceservedas
Aide-de-camp, was
commandant of the §
Airborne School at
Fort Bragg and com-
manded riflecompa-
niesinthe82nd Air-

it :.'|'__
T

Photo by Martin Chahin

borne Division dur- The newly appointed JTF-Bravo commander, Col. Michael Okita greets Col.

ing Urgent

Fury, Agenor Navas Rodriquez, the Honduran commandant commander of the Spe-

Grenada and in the cial Forces Operation at Tamara. Okitawill be working closely with him.

Okitashares philosophy ontaskforce

By Col. Michael Okita
Aug. 10

Asl makemy introductory roundsthroughout Joint Task Force-Bravo, | amre-
peatedly reminded of the depth and breadth of talent that isassigned here. Compo-
nent commandsand civilian organizationsarerepletewith soldiers, airmenandcivil -
ianswho bring both experienceand youthful exuberanceto thisremote outpost.

| also seeacommand that isfilled with ahealthy number of junior and senior |ead-
ers, far morethan | had anticipated. While initially surprised by our rank-heavy
force, my study of the organizational construct and our mission requirementsindi-
catesthelevel of leadershipthat wefind hereisnot only necessary, itiscritical tothe
mission at hand.

Theremotenessof thisassignment and thereadi ness posture we sharedemandsa
level of personal disciplinethat blendsinitiative, self-learning and goal settingwith
thetimelessneed for sacrificeand teamwork. Theseparticular traits, traditionally
expected of |eaders, areabsol utesfor everyoneassigned to thisposting.

Why? Because by design, our task force organization and environment places

each oneof usinaleadershiproleand putsusinthespotlight of our units, our servic-
esandtheinternational community.

Inspiteof thepositionwehold or therank wewear, each of usisin aleadership po-
sition. Weareteam |leaders, shift leadersand directors. Wearecommanders, fore-
menandfirst sergeants. Welead combined security patrol s, holdleadership positions
inrelief organizations, and lead church groups. Weareleaderstotheweak, thepoor,
andthelessfortunate. Weare, by virtueof theuniformwewear andthenationwerep-
resent, aleader to so many throughout Central America.

Consequently, we can and shoul d expect that our actions, of which few go unno-
ticed, will havean effect on someoneevery day. Peopleareroutinely watching what
wedo and theexpectation for usto performisparticularly high.

So what of thisleadership business? What of thisdemand for selflessservice...
thisrequirement for teamwork?

WEell, thetask force needsyour personal involvement for it to be successful. We
need your energy, your enthusiasm, your professional competence, and your com-
mitment. Thetask forceneedsyour leadership. So, evaluatewhereyou aretoday as
aleader and get on with making good thingshappen for thoseyou lead.

Whatever arenayou competein, whether inthecivilian sector or inmilitary serv-
ice, whether you have been called to lead ateam, build ateam, or play onateam —
get started now.
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A message aboutterrorism

By Thomas E. White
secretary of the Army
Sept. 21

Asyou all know by now, our na-
tion, this department and the United
StatesArmy wasattacked 11 Septem-
ber.

| want you to know that we have
survivedthat attack. That attack has
made us stronger and we are now en-
gagedinwhat our president hascalled
the first war of the 21st century. We
will winthat war.

Now thewar isnot going tobewon
inasingleday, orasingleraid or asin-
gleevent.

We are engaged in a campaign
againstacowardly enemy. Anditwill
takeusawhiletoroot himout. But let
there be no question about our re-
solve, our discipline, our profession-
alism, our tenacity; andintheend, the
result of that war.

It won't be easy. But few things
that aretruly worth doing ever are.

Thisisour challenge: to preserve
thefreedomsthat make A mericawhat
AbrahamLincolncalledthelast best
hopeon earth.” And | can assurethat
thecivilized peoplein countriesof the
world have united in support of our
cause.

You and I, the American soldier

and theveteran, now carry the hopes
of the American peopleon our shoul-
ders.

| know that youwill doyour duty. |
haveevery confidencein that asdoes
the Secretary (of Defense), the Chief,
andthePresident of the United States.

Americaexpectsnolessof you and
| and we cando nomore.

And always know that wherever
you are, your nation stands behind
youwith absol utely solid support.

TheChief, General Shinseki and|,
extend our condolences, and ask
God'’ stender mercieson our foreign
comradesandtheir loved ones.

We have 74 people unaccounted
for in our headquarters. We will
mourn them and we will shed our
tears.

They are part of our family. But
once that’ s finished, we will go for-
ward, with anger and with purposein
our hearts, to see this campaign
throughtotheend.

Tuesday, Sept. 11 hasalready been
described asthedarkest day in Amer-
ican history.

| say to our adversaries, be very,
very careful, for you are going to ex-
periencethefinest hoursof the Unit-
ed States Army aswe prosecute this
campaign against you.

God bless you, God bless the
Army. God blessour great nation.

Photo by Capt.Jim Fabio

Tech. Sgt. Nick Marchisello, an Air Force Reservist and New Jersey fire-
fighter, awaits the order to enter the rubble of the North Tower of the
World Trade Center. Marchiselloisamember of the 514th Civil Engineer-
ing Squadron at McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.

Army top enlisted leader

visits Soto Canotroops

Photo by Spc. Sarah Maxwell

Members of the Soto Cano Search and Rescue team wait for their turn to
performthe Jacob’s Ladder insertion/extraction exercise during the Sgt.
Maj.ofthe Army’s, Jack Tilley, visitto Soto Cano, Aug.13.

By Spc. Sarah Maxwell
Aug. 24

Joint Task Force-Bravo troops
weretreated with avisit to Soto Cano
from the Army’ s senior ranking en-
listed leader Aug. 13 and 14. Sgt.
Maj. of the Army Jack Tilley showed
troops here that just because they
wereinaremotelocation, their voic-
esaredtill being heard.

After eating hisfirst meal with sol-
diers, armenandtheJTF-Bravo sen-
ior enlisted leadership, Tilley visited
the1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Reg-
iment soldiers.

Hethen went out for some Search
and Rescue Team
training by prac-
ticing the Jacob’s
Ladder, climbing
up and down a
ladder in and out
of ahovering CH-
47 Chinook, with
the team mem-
bers. [twassome-
thing hehad never
done in his more
thanthreedecades
asasoldier.

After thetrain-

do”

Jack Tilley

“It's all about be-
ing asoldier. It's
all about believ-
ing inwhatyou

Sgt. Maj. of the Army

new “ Army of One” ad campaignand
the donning of theblack beret.

Addressing concerns and getting
onthesoldiers’ level about theissues
that are important to them is what
brought Tilley’ svisit.

“1 came down here because | al-
waysliketo seewhat goeson around
theArmy andwhat theissuesare,” he
saidto hiscaptivated audience.

Hewent onto explainthedifferent
ideasthat arebeingkicked aroundin
Washington about the pay table, such
asaddinganew rank of E-10. But, he
focused on one key issue about pay:
“Fix my base pay.”

Hesaid that hewasadvocating for
an increasein the base pay table for
soldiers, focusing on
noncommissioned of -
ficers.

Explaining that the
“Army of One” cam-
paignisdesignedasan
enlistment tool and
that “it’ sworking,” he
wentontogivethehis-
tory of the black beret
and how it has been
used by different or-
ganizations in the
Army over the last
century. It's now be-
ing used asasymbol of

ing, Tilley didn’'t
miss a beat and
went to thetheater wherehehosted an
open discussion bringing controver-
sial Army issuesto theforefront for
about 100 soldiersand airmeninthe
audience.

Troops and the sergeant major of
the Army exchanged pointsof views
about issuessuchaspay and thetrans-
formation of the Army, including the

the Army’s transfor-
mationtoalighter moremobileforce,
hesaid. “I’mproud of everythingthe
soldiers are doing down here. You
have great soldiers here and a great
noncommissioned officer’s corps,”
hesaid about hisvisittothe base.
“...It'sall about being a soldier.
It's al about believing in what you
do.”
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Called up to protect; National Guardtroops’ unique assignment

Army News Service
Oct. 19

ALEXANDRIA, Va. - Soldiersof theVirginiaNa-
tional Guard patrolled the quiet corridors of Reagan
National Airport Oct. 4, thefirst day it openedfor busi-
nessinmorethan threeweeks.

ReaganNational near Washington, D.C., wasthelast
major airportinthenationtoreopen after Sept. 11 when
hijacked jetlinerscrashedintothe World Trade Center
in New York and the Pentagon just up theroad. Busi-
nessat theairport that first day wasrather slow because
of alimited number of flights.

“l understandit’ sgenerally alittlebit busier,” said
2ndLt. David Sutton, wholed adozen or so other mem-
bersof the 229th Military Police Company from Vir-
giniaBeachtohelpcivilianauthoritieskeeptheairport
safeand securefor the passengersand empl oyees.

“Sofar there’ sbeen morereportersherethanthere
have been people getting on and off the airplanes,”
added Sutton of the place that on anormal Thursday
would be abeehive of passengersand of airplanestak-
ing off andlanding.

“We' vebeentheextraeyesand earsfor theother po-
liceand security people,” explained Sgt. Shelle Switzer
of the 229th MP Company. “ Some passengers didn’t
know they had to check most of their bags, sothey had
to go back upstairsand do it right. Overall, it’s been
pretty quiet.”

Sutton, afull-timeNewport News, Va., police offi-
cer, and Switzer, acorrectionsofficer at Virginia sSus-
sex State Prison, and other members of the 229th had
been providing security at the Army National Guard’ s
ReadinessCenterinArlington, Va., since Sept. 11.

Other VirginiaArmy Guardtroopstrained in Feder-
al Aviation Administrationsecurity procedureswill re-
port to Reagan National during October’ sfirst weekend
becausereinforcing airport security hasbecomeanew
mission for the National Guard in the cause of home-
land defense.

President George Bush announced on Sept. 27 that
National Guard troopswould reinforce security crews
at 422 of thiscountry’ slargest civilian airportsfor the
next four to six months to boost the country’ s confi-
denceintheaviationindustry.

The FAA has asked for about 5,000 troops. Many
other Guard troops are reporting for airport duty this

Food drops to Afghans un-
derscorepresident’s pledge

weekend after completing FAA training and after being
sure they can all safely and properly handle their
weapons.
Theintentistogiveairportstimetoimprovetheir se-
curity proceduresand systemsover thenext half year.
Each governor can decidewhich Guardtroopsto de-
ploy andwhat they will actually do.
Butthejobisuniversally thesame- providingamil-
itary presencethat includesmonitoringandreinforcing
security checkpoints, monitoring theal ertnessand per-
formance of the civilian screeners, and assisting
screeners and supervisors and airport police as re-
quired.
Thereisauniversal understanding about what Pres-
ident Bushintendsto accomplish.
“Someairportsalready meet high standards,” hesaid
at Chicago’sO’ Harelnternational Airport on Sept. 27.
“But for thoseairportsthat need hel p, wewill work with
thegovernorsto providesecurity measures- visiblese-
curity measures- sothetraveling publicwill know that
weareseriousabout airlinesafety in America.”
(Editorsnote: Story by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell and
Sgt. 1st Class Eric Wedeking, National Guard Bureau
Public Affairs)

Captains visitcopan for seminar

Nov. 30

By 1stLt. Richard Komurek

stairway, sculpturesof Mayanrulers
and sacrificial altars.

Air Force News Service
Oct. 19

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — Two C-17 Globemaster |11
aircraft flew adaring 22-hour mission
toairdrop some 35,000 humanitarian
daily rationsinto Afghanistan early
Oct. 8.

Theaircrewsflew the 6,500-mile
round trip sortie, which originated
fromRamstein.

They dropped their cargo into the
eastern and northern parts of the
country.

It was the first U.S. military air-
drop of humanitarianaidintotheem-
battled nation, and thefirst timethe
AirForceusedthiskind of airdrop op-
erationally.

That made for a*“very dangerous
mission,” Col. Bob Allardice, the
overall mission commander, said at a
pressconference at the base after the
aircraft returned safely.

“This unprecedented mission to
deliver aidtothe Afghan peoplewas
bothvery difficult and challenging,”
Allardicetold some 50 international
mediarepresentatives.

“Thisairdrop missionwasthefirst
installment of President Bush’ s$320
million aid packagefor the peopl e of
Afghanistan.”

Though notidentified for security
reasons, the airborne mission com-
mander did speak to the assembled
mediaabout therigorsinvolved with
themission.

“This mission required intensive

planning, preparation and coordina-
tion,” hesaid.

Aircrewsdepressurized the C-17s
and opened their cargo doors on the
approachtothedrop zone, Allardice
said.

At the precise time, the pilots
pulled theaircraft nose up about sev-
en degrees and the loadmasters re-
|eased the specially constructed con-
tainer delivery systemswith the ra-
tions.

“We determined our drop zones,
taking into account wherethe people
who needed the aid are located, po-
tential threatsinthearea, and existing
wind conditionsto maximizeaccura-
cy tothebest of our ability,” Allardice
said. “Our goal wasto get theaid to
theright people, without putting them
atunduerisk.”

Each of the2,200-cal orieready-to-
eat food rations contains two main
vegetarian meals based heavily on
lentils, beans and/or rice. It also has
complementary itemssuch asbread, a
fruit bar, a fortified biscuit, peanut
butter and spices.

“Onemeal providesenough nutri-
tion for an entireday for one person,
but needs to be supplemented with
liquids,” said Capt. DanaWhelan, a
registered dieticianwith Ramstein’s
86th Medical Group. “Themealsare
a good source of protein, fortified
with vitamins and minerals and are
appropriate for someone in a poor
stateof nutrition.”

(Editorsnote: Sory by Master Sgt.
Kenneth Fidler, United States Air
Forcesin EuropePublic Affairs)

JTF-Bravoleadershipissueswere
mixed with Mayan history and culture
asagroup of 33 Army and Air Force
captains visited the ancient ruins of
CopanNov. 16-17 for atwo-day offi-
cer professional development semi-
nar hosted by Col. Michael Okita, the
JTF-Bravo commander.

The seminar gave the officers a
unique opportunity to discussissues
with thetask force commander, meet
their fellow captainsfrom across So-
to Cano, learn about theMayan’ sciv-
ilization; and to hear from a guest
speaker from the U.S. Embassy in
Tegucigal pa about the various U.S.
government agenciesthat work with-
in Honduras. The off-site OPD, the
first of its kind in recent years, was
supported by the 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment who flew the
group to Copan in one UH-60 Black
Hawk and one CH-47 Chinook heli-
copter.

Through tour guide tales and the
remainsof stonetemplesand other ar-
tifacts, the officerslearned about the
ancient city of Copan which flour-
ished fromtheyearsA.D. 250t0 900
and wasregarded asacultural center
of Mayancivilization.

It is estimated that only a small
fraction of theruinshavebeenuncov-
eredsinceitsinitial discovery, andthe
site continues to provide archeolo-
gists with important information
about the ancient Mayan people.
Some of the main sites at Copan in-
cludetheruinsof temples, aceremo-
nial court, aball court, ahieroglyphic

“l had three objectives for the
OPD,” said Okita. “ | wantedto pro-
videhistorical exposuretothehistory
and culture of Honduras, expose the
captainsto aspectsof the(U.S.) fed-
eral government that operate with us
in Honduras and to provide a team
building event where captains from
acrossthe JTF could cometogetherin
aprofessional environment and get to
know each other better.”

For many captainswho are new to
JTF-Bravo, the OPD provided a
wealth of informationand achanceto
seeanother sideof Honduras.

“l thought the OPD was awe-
some,” said Capt. LeeBrinker, Army
Forcesoperationsofficer. “| enjoyed
goingtotheruins... it wassomething
I’ ve never seen before and | thought
they werereally beautiful. | alsowent
horseback riding and bought some
souvenirs.”

For the Air Force captains on the
trip, the OPD provided an opportuni-
ty to meet and interact with their
Army counterpartswho they may see
infrequently during day-to-day AF-
FOR operationsat Soto Cano.

“The OPD gave usan opportunity
totalk withthe commander and gave
usinsightinto Army operationshere,”
said Capt. Gretchen DePauw, Air
Force Forces mission support flight
commander. “It was agreat way to
meet the other captainsat Soto Cano
and madeusfeel likeonepost and one
bigfamily.”

In all, the trip proved to be more
than just another |eadership seminar,
it was also a life enhancing experi-
ence.
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3y Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
>ublic Affairs Superintendent

uary rocked and quaked into the new year asa

.6 earthquake shook El Salvador into the first
isaster relief mission of theyear. Forty-fivetask
orcemembersdeployed Jan. 13t0 24, and arrived with
ifull-house of three Black Hawk and two Chinook hel-
coptersfor disaster relief efforts. Thecitiesof Usula-
an and SantaTeclaweredestroyed by landslideswith
lamageto many other communities. After flyingmore
nan 143 hours, ferrying more than 379,000 pounds of
upplies, and 610 passengersin the country during the
« initial relief effort, they

1 / gave assessment teams
W' fromtheOfficeof Foreign
Disaster Assistance flight
toursfor damage assessment.
The 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation
= Regi-

nentwasin-
pected by the :
\rmy Department  Of
:valuation and Standards
ind the FORSCOM Aviation
Resource Management Survey
2am. These inspections re-
1ewed all aspects of the battal -
on’ saviation program, to include
)perations, standardization, maintenance,
ind safety. The battalion did exceedingly %
vell, receiving 27 commendableratingsand all
ither satisfactory.

Themonth marked thefirst medical readinessexer-
isesof the budding year with al2-member team from
SrooksArmy Medical Center performing ear-related
urgical procedureson 38 peopleinthe San Pedro Sula
rea. Another MEDRETE wasstarted inthelatter part
if themonthin SantaBarbara, Honduraswhen ateam
rom Wilford Hall Medical Center performed a spe-
ialized eyesurgery MEDRETE. Morethan 700 peo-
lewerescreened and examined, many weregiveneye
lasses, while 70 people had surgical procedures.

»oto Cano Fire Dawgs controlled nearly 40 brush fires last year. This P-19fire
ruck used its 500 GPMroofturretto contain asection of fast-moving flames.

MISSIONS

Fireseasongotintofull swingasthedry season had
firefightersbattling blazeson and of f thebase. Assist-
ed by helicopter water drops, firefighterskept |osses
on base to afew abandoned shacksin the middle of
brushfields. Of theyear’ s39brushfires, ninewerere-
sponsesoff baseat thereguest of theHonduranfirede-
partment.

New Horizonsoperationsfired up with Task Force
- Lempirain Gracias, Hondurasand Task Force- Au-
rorain Flores, Guatemala. Thegoal for Lempirawas
to build four schoolsand three clinics. Thegoal for
Aurorawasto construct five schools, dig fivewells,
performthreeMEDRETES, and make minor road re-
pairs.

Soto Cano saw the compl etion of four warehouses
in the Romeo area, the rappel tower, and the waste-
water treatment plant.

ruary marked the first month for Central

ngies where Honduras and Guatemala re- |

ceivedtheir Central Skiesl| validation. Thir-
ty-seven JTF-Bravo members deployed to
Guatemala sOperation Mayan Jaguar for thevalida-
tionprocesswith U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency and
host nation enforcement agentsweretrained and vali-
dated.

A 6.6 magnitude earthquake struck El Salvador
againon Feb. 15. JTF-B personnel deployed within
four hoursafter notification. 1-228th sent two UH-60s
and one CH-47 to Illopango Air Base wherethey re-

mained until Feb. 25. Airlift accounted for 210 pas-

sengersmoved, delivered 127,000 poundsof supplies,

and executed ten hoist rescues and one emergency :

medical evacuation.
Earthquake relief in El Salvador
continued withthehelp of JTF-
: Bravo medical and Joint
Security Forcespersonnel
A who rendered aid to more
#¥ than 9,000 people. Theaid
» ranged across the spectrum
L from vaccinations, coun-
seling, dental and preventa-
tivemedicineprocedures.

Civil affairstook possession of two firetrucksand
several palletsof donated material, courtesy of aMass-
achusetts rotary group through the Denton Amend-
ment, and dispersed themto aTegucigal pafirefighters
andlocal rotary group.

Soto Canowashost to five Congressional delegates
who received animmer-
sion course in Latin
American-basedU.S.
counter drug pro-
gramsandhow U.S.
tax dollars are be-
ing spent over-

| seas.

I\/I opened

the door

for CostaRica sCen-

tral Skiesll validation

near the Caribbean

coastal town of Puerto
Limon.

Training took off full
forcewith ahelocast ex-
ercise up at Lake Yojoa
despite austere and un-
seasonably coldweather
atthelake.

A pediatric orthope-
dicsurgical MEDRETE
took placein Tegucigal -

arch

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

A 1-228th Black Hawk helicopter hovers over aCosta
Rican marijuanafield during a Central Skies mission.

pa. Sometraveled great distanceto be one of the 109
patientsscreened with 57 of those having asurgical pro-
ceduredoneby Air Force surgical membersfrom Wil -
fordHall Medical Center in San Antonio.
ThelstBattalion, 228th Aviation Regiment hosted a
formal dining-inonthebasewith Army and Air Force
membersdressingintheir finest uniformfor the cama-

raderiebuilding event.
pril wasthefirsttime
task force members

were in Belize since
Hurricane Keith laid
wasteto the country-
side in October
2000. Thistime
the task force
was involved
with Opera-
tion Strike
Out, another
Central
Skies mis-
sion.
The 1-
228th de-
ployed 22 per-
sonnel and 3 air-
craft to Trinidad
and Tobagofor Opera-
tion TradewindsO1, April
12. Two UH-60Asand oneUS-
AAAD UH-60 (MEDEVAC) flew atotal of 122.7
hours. Tradewinds 01 was a USSOUTHCOM,
Caribbean Partners, and certainNATOalliesjoint/com-
bined training exercisein disaster relief, stability, and
maritime operations to sustain regional cooperation

SeeMissions, Page7
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Thetask force supported
thevisit of two special visi-
torsinJune. The Queen of
Spain and the president of
Taiwan both camefor avis-

jump-off point for their

% travelsinCentral America.

.'I% Hooch maids got new
un

e

for hooch maid manage-
ment wasrewritten.
Closedcircuittelevision

| form of an elaboratesecuri-

ty system. Withthe
new cameras
base surveil-

Iance has made

seventeen MEDRETEs were completed involving the talents of surgical, gen-
rral and preventative medicine, dental, nutrition and optometry personnel.

Missions

Continued fromPage 6)

ind engagement. In addition, the exercise enhanced
ollectivecapabilitiesand focused trai ning exercisesof
I0st nation contingency plans.
Livefireoperationsinvolved morethan aerial gun-
iersand M -60 ammunition thismonth at the Honduran
erial live-firerange. After twoevolutionsthroughthe
ourse, thetracer roundsstarted thedry vegetation and
irush on fireand ceremoniously cleared several hun-
Ired acres of countryside in the process. The most
raining of the day waswith Ch-47sand UH-60sdrop-
ing bucketsof water inan attempt to control theblaze.

ay saw thefirst of several change of com-
I\/I mand ceremonies. Lt. Col. Brainerd passed

the Air ForceForcesreinstoLt. Col.
.anewhotook command of the612th Air Base
xquadron.

AFFOR asotrained 70
iersonnel and completed
in internal three-week envi-
onmental compliance inspec-
'onin preparation for a higher head-
|uarter inspection slated for February e
'002.

A pediatric nutritional MEDRETE
ook placeinrural LaPaz, Hondurasthat
erviced morethan 250 peoplein hard-to-
eachareas.

The New Horizon's projects in
suatemalaand Hondurascametoaclosein
ormal ceremoniesinearly May, however no
est for theweary asthe J7 engineering staff
hifted their focus on the next round of New
{orizon projects. El Salvador and Nicaraguawered at-
dto bethe project sitesfor 2002.

Public affairsdebutsthe newly created JTF-Bravo
:-NewswhichisanIntranet based method of informa-
ondisseminationfor thetask force. Thenew process
eplaced thee-mail method that caused multipledistri-
iution problemsand filled peopl €’ smailboxesup too
ast.

ne provided for a MEDRETE in Catacamas,

l«ondurasby active-duty Air Forceservicemem-

ersfrom Colorado. Morethan 4,000 patients

vere seen in general medicine, optometry and dental

vork. Therewasalso acollaborative effort of afirst-

'me nature evaluating civilian residents along the
iorthern M osguito Coast for depression.

from the sky a #
strong deterrent
against theft and
an early warning
system  against

Photo by JTF-Bravo Public Affairs

bad-guy break-ins.

Army Forces received their new commander, Lt.
Col.Crews. CrewsreplacedLt. Col. DeNeff inthesec-
ond major change of command ceremony of theyear.

ly’ sfirst event was the Joint Security Forces

Ehange of command ceremony where Ma.

rassley took command of arecently employed

Army M P company and contingent of annual tour Air
Forcemembers.

A double change of command ceremony had
MEDEL’sLt. Col. Nashand 1-228th’s
Lt. Col. Gaddisgain command of their
respectiveunits.

The following week, Col. Okita
made the final change of command
ceremony as Col. Wood made his
farewell back to Fort Bragg, N.C.
Comingtothetask forcefromtheNa-
tional War College in Washington,
D.C., Okita asked, “As we step for-
ward together, | ask youtojoinmein
revalidating thecom-
mitment you madeto
your nation’s flags, to
your services, to those you
are chartered to serve and to the
teamweareall apartof.”

JSF conducted ajoint security
training exercise with the Hon-
duran Security Forces unit — La
Guardia. This was the first com-
bined training exercise in recent |
memory and served to build upon =
their workingrelationshipandtestout [§
the effectiveness of the new camera |
surveillance systemonthebase.

Firefighters visited Tegucigalpa
and competedinatwo-day, multi-fire
department muster competition. Soto
Cano placed first in the obstacle
course, drafting operations and fire
ground operationsout of tenteamsbe-
forepoint deductions.

General Pacefrom U.S. Southern
Command and seven U.S. Ambas-
sadors from the CENTAM nations
paid Soto Cano avisit July 24 in a
Chief of Mission Conference where
regional issueswere briefed and Joint
Task Force- Bravo’ smissionwas ex-
plained.

it and used the base as a

iforms and the process

| comesto Soto Canointhe

Iguaua?

JIF-Bravo

Maj. of the Army Jack Tilley who spent two
daystalkingwiththetroopsand getting are-
alisticview of JTF-Bravotraining operationsby watch-
ing the search and rescue team practiceinsertion tech-
nigues.
1-228th aircraft deployed threetimesin August to
support the 7th SFG for its specific mission, assi sting
the15th INF BN for thetraining of aclassof comman-
do soldiers. JCET 401 was ajoint/combined training
exercise of 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) and the
Honduran 15th Infantry Battalioninthevicinity of Tru-
jillo. The1-228th supported numerousrappel, STABO,
and air assault operationsto include ahel ocast opera-
tionwith 7th SFG and Honduran Naval Special Naval
Forcesand night-flying exercises.

A ugust opened upwithaspecial visitfrom Sgt.

5, o
\". M E DR ET E
= Py |n Comayagua
k Central
_5. 5, Skl esoperation
in  Guatemala
. kept the task

forcebusy. Local

pI annerswere devising strategy in creating afallout-
funding priority list for theupcoming fiscal year close-
out.

A base-widefiresafety inspectionof all living quar-
tersimproved the safety of thetask forceand replaced
180 defectivesmokedetectors.

tember is suppose to be a month for hurri-
anes, but another typeof disaster fell uponthe
ask force. Thememoriesof Sept. 11 still ring

SeeMissions, Page8

Photo by Capt. David Phillips

SPIES on Soto Cano was nearly amonthly occurrence. Special patrol

infiltration/exfiltration system training is key to jungle operations.
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truetoday, but theimmediate aftermath of theterrorist
attack brought the task force together for acommon
mission— forceprotection. Numerousplanswereim-
plemented and forcesstretched to keep themissionsgo-
ing strong.

JTF-Bravo forces deployed to Guatemala for two
daysfor acombined airbornejump— an event that has-
n't happened for several years. Guatemalans were
treated to some American airbornetraining and airlift,
whilethe American forceswere shown some genuine
hospitality and got avisual of awell-disciplined com-
bat airborneforce.

Themost significant fireinvolving abase structure
took place Sept. 26 whenthe AFFOR dayroom suffered
akitchenfire. Soto Canofirefightersmadequick work
at extinguishing the blaze and saving the structure.
Damagewasminimal and thefacility wasoperational
againinjust acoupleof weeks.

1h

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Chinook crews from the 1-228th get some extrafire
training during the spring aerial gunnery exercise.

Fiscal Year ‘01 ended with abang and morethan a
buck for thetask force. Nearly $4.4 millioninunfund-
edrequestswerebought with end-of-year fundsthanks
tothetirel esstaskforcememberswholabored over pur-
chaserequestsand countlessbudget meetings.

ctober was time for the Combined Federal

ampaign andthetask forceshowedit’ ssup-

port by breaking last year’ sdonation statistic

withatotal of $27,735and averaged $53.85for the 515
peoplecountedinthetask force.

Aerial gunnery hittherangefor thesecond timethis
year. Prepared to fight fire, gunners had a successful
rangeexperiencewithout nearly theflaming episodeas
experienced earlier intheyear. For theyear, the battal -
iontrained 45 crew chiefsontheM 60D and 20 soldiers
ontheM2weapon system. 1-228thimprovedthetrain-
ing areaat Zambrano Range by emplacing 5 vehicle
hulksontherangeto serveastargetsfor aerial gunnery,
aswell asfortheHonduran Artillery Battalion.

A Cominada, or com-
manders day, was host-
ed by the task force in
late October. Theevent
was different than the
past years' hike around
the basein that it was a
multi-event competition
that involved swim-
ming, team hiking, run-
ning and biking exercis-
es. The competitive
event had seven teams
pitted against each oth-
er, composed of Hon-
duran and U.S. senior
officers.

October 26, 1998 is |
when Hurricane Mitch |
hitlandfall; and October
26, 2001 saw Hurricane [
Michelle strike Hon-
durasin muchthe same |
fashion— only shedid-
n’tlinger nearly asmuch
asMitchdid. For sever-
a touch-and-go days
task force members
leaned forwardfor arelief mission, they weren’t disap-
pointed. In early November, JTF-Bravo personnel
went on three missions— onefor assessment, and two
todeliver relief suppliestovillageshit hardest withno
road support.

ovember also had thetask forceparticipating

N inamajor search and rescue team exercise.

Anexerciseaircraft, injured personnel, and

responding personnel weretheingredientsfor there-

sponse exercise that took place about 15 air-minutes
away fromthebaseinthemountainsbehind LaPaz.

Soto Cano firefighters participated intwo separate
evolutions at the Tegucigalpa International Airport
withlocal firefightersinan effort to build closer rela-
tionswith mutual aid responsesfor major accidents.

MEDEL graduated

Photo by Martin Chahin

Helocast operations were conducted twice at Lake Yojoawhere Search and Res-
cueteam personnel maintained proficiency of water insertion and rescue.

agenciesthat are supportiveinthe country. Of course
no training mission to Copan would have been com-
pletewithout ahistory courseof the surrounding area.

In November, 1-228th conducted it’s first Non-
Combatant Evacuation Operation with the Military
Groupin Belize. Thistraining exercisefocused on a
peacetimeevacuation scenario. The1-228th deployed
4UH-60s, 2 CH-47s, and aUH-60 medevacto conduct
thismission, aswell astrainon FATCOW forward re-
fueling operationsand night-vision goggle operations
over the water. This marked the beginning of what
hopestobeaquarterly training event withall thecoun-
triesinthe JOA.

December istraditionally atimetowrap up projects
and get new onesstarted for thenew year.

another Combat Life-
saver Course. This
achievement wasthe8th
combat lifesaver course
thisyear, andresultedin
120 personnel receiving
thecertification.
Theonly MEDRETE
in the new fiscal year
took placein SantaAna.
More than 125 children
were treated and
screened in this general
MEDRETE that also
gathered nutritional re-
searchfor theHonduran
Ministry of Healthto de-
terminethelevel of mal-
nutritioninthearea.
JTF-Bravo's captain
corps was treated to an
educational officer pro-
fessional development
courseof uniquepropor- o
tion. Rather than spend- [
ing aday in the theater, [
the OPDC was held in |
Copan, afirst timeevent

for thetask force.
Issues centered

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

around the U.S. EM- Thefinal disaster response of the year was in November as Hurricane Michelle
bassy and the different |eft many villages San Pedro Sulavalley cut off from theroad system. JTF-Bravo

u.S.

governmental members delivered needed food and supplies to areas isolated by the storm.
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Outwith the old in with the new
With ‘01 behind, thetask forcelooks forward to ‘02

MEDEL

MEDEL hasprojected 24 MEDRETEson the calendar for thenext year. This
year they were involved in 17 MEDRETEs throughout Honduras involving
20,849 patientstreated/screened; 3,445 dental treatments; 3,798 immuni zations,
866 surgical proceduresand 653 operations. Thiswasin additiontothein-house
treatment of 4,267 task forcesoldiersand airmen at theMEDEL clinic.

Central Skies

Central Skiestrainingmissionswill start againin acouple of months. There
wereatotal of seven Central Skiesmissionsconductedthisyear. Therewerethree
Central Skies| missionsin Belize, Guatemalaand Honduraswith Central Skies
I missionsin Honduras, CostaRicaandtwoinBelize. Themissionsnetted four
drug boatsconfiscated, 980,000 marijuanaplantseradicated and morethan 1,100
kilosof cocaineseized. Additionally, theinformation seizedin houseraidswill

beusedto gainindictmentsand used to support further search warrants.

New Horizons

New Horizonswill beginin El Salvador and Nicaraguain January, with plan-
ning for New Horizons 2003 for Panamaand Belize startingin May. The New
Horizon’s2001 culminated with Task Force L empirain Honduras completing
four schools, threeclinics, roadsand bridgerepair, and threeMEDRETES. Task
Force Aurora in Guatemala completed five schools, three wells and three
MEDRETEs.

With thetrue purpose of the humanitarian exercisesisto maintain good rel a-
tionshipswith the host nation counterparts, help construct facilitiesfor schools
and clinics, repair roads, provide clean drinking water to remoteareasand give
medical assistance; more than 5,000 servicemembers, mostly Guard and Re-
servists, received val uabl e construction training under austere depl oyment con-
ditionsfor eachtask forceemployed.

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Final product of search and rescueteam --one morelife will live.

ut PR, 7 1
Photo by Spc. Jon Christoffersen

Nobody said war was always hell -- AFFOR Combat Dining-In.

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

American and Honduran combined security exercise tested abilities of all forces.

Medical readiness exercises will num-
ber24in 2002. Thefocus ofthe exercis-
es will be preventative medicine, gener-
al medicine, nutritional surveys, multi-
pletypes of surgeries, optometry, den-
tal, pediatric consultations --and prob-
ably themostimportant element --acar-
ing relationship between health practi-
tioners and the patients they see.

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
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Progress Through Unity ...and some fun
Thefollowing pages aresome ofthefun events fromthis year

Soto Cano holdsjointcombined open house

By 1st Lt. Kim Garbett
May 4

Dogs, planes, firetrucksand thousandsof kidslit-
tered theflight lineall day long at Soto Cano Sun-
day.

Livemusicand ethnicfood scentsfilledtheair on
thishot but breezy spring day. Amateur photogra-
phers and videographers took rolls of film and
footage.

Peoplefiledinand out of aircraft and kidshopped
inand out of pilots' seats, somedressedintheir Sun-
day finest. It wasan aeronautical carnival of sorts,
withmorethan 5,000 peoplein attendance.

TheHonduran Air Forcehosted acombined Hon-
duran/United States miniature open house with
some of both countries' assetsand aircraft on dis-

play. Fly-bys performed by a Honduran F-5 high-
lighted the afternoon’ sevents; the U.S. Joint Secu-
rity Forceswowed thecrowd withtheir narcotic and
bombdogs' attack capabilities.

Anything from a Honduran Condor C-101to a
U.S. CH-47 Chinook to aC-23 Sherpaamong many
other aircraft were on display for peopleto funnel
through and ask questionsabout.

TheHonduran Air Force, Joint Task Force-Bra-
vo, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment and the
1-207th Aviation Regiment out of Alaska joined
forcesto makeit an excitinginternational military
exhibition.

Alongwithridinga“60K” cargoloader, going up
and down ahigh staircase loader and playing with
the sirens and speakers on the Fire Dawgs fire
trucks, the crowd wastreated to aM oed-and-Carat
display of aggression.

Kennel Master Staff Sgt. Chris Hurst

Photo by 1st Lt. Kim Garbett
With tired arms, CPT Brian Warfel, Co. Bcommander, 1-

with Joint Security Forces explained the
crowd saw four different exhibitsof themil-
itary working dog’ scapabilities.

“Wedemonstrated obedience, controlled
aggression, detection and the muzzle at-
tack,” hesaid.

Moed, Carat and Pat, the three dogs as-
signed duty at Soto Cano, displayed excep-
tional control with the large Honduran
crowd surrounding them.

“Wedid have personnel along the edges
for crowd control and strategically placed
othersalongthefringesof thezoned off area
who werecapableof deterringthedogif for
some reason he got out of control,” Hurst
said.

Thecrowd stared awestruck asthe dogs
| attackedthehandlersinamock scenario.

1 Fernando Rojas of Comayagua, avisitor
to the open house, said hefeltit wasgreat
. | thattwo countriescouldwork together todo

- thiskind of event.

4 “It'salsobeneficial for both countriesto
traintogether.” Thereally impressive part of
theopen houseto Rojas, hesaid, wasthe op-
portunity to take pictures of U.S. helicop-
ters.

“It’ sthefirst opportunity I’ vehad in my

228th, helps one of hundreds of children out of aCH-47 |jfe to do something like this,” he empha-

Chinook Helicopter who visited the open house Sunday.

sized.

Org day provides day of
funthrough competition

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Feb. 23

Cheers...
Twelve of the Wash-
ington Redskins’
cheerleaders
showed their danc-
ing and singing tal-
ents during a show
performed for more
than 200 Soto Cano
servicemembers
here May 21. The
cheerleaders visited
the base for two
days as part of an
Armed Forces En-
tertainment and
MWRtour.

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Joint Task Force-Bravo Organizational Day, heldall
day long Feb. 15, kicked off on abright Honduran morn-
ing at the soccer fieldswith birds singing in the back-
ground and the sun shining down asmusic blared from
loud speakersonthefields. Everyoneknew it wasgoing
tobeahot one. The sweat would be pouring down and
PT shirtswould be drenched within minutes.

Teamscould be seen gathering up at their respective
areas for whatever sport they were competing in that
day. Teamsfrom AFFOR, ARFOR, MEDEL , andthe 1st
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment slugged it out for
Task Force bragging rights. Who would come out on
top? Soldiersand airmen lined up for battleasthefirst
event began alittle after 8a.m. All around, ballsflew,
legspumped inaction assweat began pouring downthe
facesof competitorsandfansalike.

Organizational Day is designed to improve cohe-
siveness, moraleand esprit decorpsamong themenand
women, both airmen and soldiersat JTF-Bravo. Typi-
cally heldyearly at thistime spearheaded by AFFOR,
teams challenged each other inanumber of events.

Fromthebikeracetodarts, from basketball to soccer
andfromthesack racetodizzy bat, spiritswerehighand
adrenaline pumped. In addition to those events, rac-
guetball, volleyball, horseshoes, softball, thebarrel roll,
the 4x1 mile relay, 9-ball, swimming and the 4x400
wereamong themany other eventsgoing on simultane-
ously throughout themorning. If you didn’t watch care-
fully, you could missthat dizzy bat competition going
onat onefield whilethesoccer gameplayed onor while
thevolleyball wasspiked.

Nottobeforgottenwastheillustriousfieldgoal kick.
One of the most memorablekickssailed up and over a
firetruck sitting out onthefields, spiking the head of our
beloved AFFOR commander, practically knockinghim
out. Ashecametohisfeet, alittletaken aback, heasked
wherehislong-timefriendly rival, the1-228th Aviation
Regiment commander, wasat, knowing full well that he
wasin El Salvador assisting with thedisaster relief ef-
fortsthere. It wasabit of comicrelief for theday filled
withseveral intensecompetitions. TheARFOR hadthe
toughest team out there, givingit all they had left and
took the pointsgained for the competition.

Intheend, after the pointswereall talliedup and as
thesweat wasdrying, it was AFFOR who came out on
top and stol ethe bragging rightsfor thisjoint-style Org

Day.

Photo by Martin Chahin

A swimming relay was on of the events for org day.
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MWR activities

Photo by Spc. Sarah Maxwell

PajamaParty ...
Several servicemembers getdown in their jammies during the Jam-
mie Jam party at the Oasis Club Aug. 17.

Photo by 1stLt.Kim Garbett

COL James Martin, MEDEL commander,and 1L T Gary Hawkins rappel down from
an ancientLencacaveduringthe MWR horsebackriding tour May 18.

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Photo by Spc. Jon Christoffersen

Early spring fishing has local anglersin homemade boats crowd the shorelines in search of spawning bass
during an MWR fishing trip to Lake YojoaMarch 12. Handlines are the predominant method of fishing. John Badillo gets his face smashed by Dan-
ny Gimondo during the WWA wrestling

show Nov. 7,sponsored by MWR.

‘01 softball champions Weight lifting competition held

By Staff Sgt. Ken Kline
June 15

Before araucous crowd, the Fire
Dawgsproved onceagain that being
down doesn’t mean being out.

A “never-give-up” attitude guided
them to the base championship in
softball action June 1.

Onemorethrillingcome-from-be-
hind victory wasall that was needed
towear thetitleof champions.

WiththeNo. 1 seeded AFFOR and
No. 2 seeded JSF making an early ex-
itfromthetournament, it boiled down

to No. 3 seeded 1-228th and No.4
seeded FireDawgs.

Threeclosely matched gamesdur-
ing regul ar season paved theway for a
true“Dawg” fight for thecrown.

This championship game was an
awesome display of intestinal forti-
tudeby theFireDawgs.

At the end of the hard-fought
game, the score was, Fire Dawgs 12
and 1-228th 9, the Dawgsfinished the
season ontop.

With fan support seconded to none
andthat “ never giveup” attitude, they
haveproventhat they areindeed wor-
thy champions!

By Spc. Jeremy Heckler
Feb.23

A group of competitors from across
Soto Cano took on the challenge in a
competition of weightlifting excellence.
At the end of the day, Norne Walker of
Joint Security Forceshad hisarmsraised
in triumph as the event’s heavy lifter.
Walker pressed atotal 880 poundsinthe
bench press and the squat in the 216
pounds-and-over weight class, outdis-
tancing hiscompetition by 80 pounds

“l wasjust trying to do my personal
best,” Walker said. “1’ vebeen competing
forawhile, and|’ venever distinguished
myself until today.”

“Thisisthefirsttimethat aweightlift-
ing competition has been held at Soto
Cano since October 1999,” said Josh
Hanson of the Fire Dawgs, who coordi-
nated theevent.

Hanson used hisexperiencefromthe
last event and from acompetition heor-
ganizedwhiledeployedin Saudi Arabia
togetitunderway.

In the competition, Hanson set per-
sonal bestsfor the squat at 415 pounds
and 285 poundsin the bench press, cap-
turing hisweight class, defeating Ronnie
Williams and Jared Cleary of ARFOR
for thetitle.

Thosewho didn’ t winthecompetition
were still winners for pushing them-
selvesfurther thanthey had gonebefore.
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Services, nations cometogether for day offun

By Spc. Jon Christoffersen
Nov. 2

Jogging with alitter, swimming 50 yards, blindly
kicking a soccer ball, and teams demontrating
strength during atug-of-way.

Thesewerejust someof activitiessenior officers
from the Honduran and American militariespartici-
pated in during Diade Coronel esen Hermandad, or
Colonels’ Day Saturday here.

The colonels first came together with airborne
troopsfrom both armiesto participatein and observe
a multinational airborne jump. Unfortunately, the
wind picked up and thejump had to becancelled. The
set back wasonly temporary asthe parti cipantsqui ck-
ly moved onto the next event.

Theteam scooped uptheir military litter, and start-
ed jogging towardsthe swimming pool. About one-
half milelater, they got dropped thelitter and dovein-
to the chlorinated water to swim 50 yards. Upon all
team membersfinishing the swim, theteamswent to
therunningtrack to run onelapwhichwasmademore

difficult because they
had to kick a soccer
ball around it with
them.

After  managing
around the track with
theball, theteams had
to get to the starting
point of thebikerelay.
Aroundthedesignated
course, theteams pow-
ered their bikestrying
to rack up the best
time. From the
strength test of the bi-
cyclingthey wentinto |
askill competition. |}

With blindfolds se-
curely blocking their
visions, theteams had
tokick asoccer ball in-
to a goal. With those
events being accom-
plished, theseven
teamsheadedtoa
sections of the field
where the fire depart-
ment just happened to
spray water just mo-
mentsbefore.

Onthewet grass, teamscametogether to pull with
everything they had to bring their opponentsacross
thelineinatug-of-war.

Onceall of theeventswerecompleted, the partici-
pants cametogether to eat abarbequelunch andvisit
with one another.Col. Michael Okita, JTF-Bravo
commander, who hosted theevent said, “theprimary
effort wasto bring the col onel s of the Honduran and
Americanarmiestogether incomradery.”

Theeventswere coordinated with alot of help of
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Honduran Army Colonels Marco Carranza, Jose Ramos Guzman and Jeroni-
mo Barahonapull their end of therope during the tug-of-war event Saturday at
the Colonels’ Day. The event was held to promote commradery.

DynCorpand MEDEL.

“MEDEL provided the major support for the
eventsthe colonelsparticipatedin,” Okitasaid.

After the lunch was completed, the colonels all
gathered to recognizethewinnersof thecompetition
with atrophy and other prizes.

After all wassaid and done, the competition was-
n't the point of the events, but more the friendships
that wereformed during theevents.

“Thiswasaspectacular morning and agreat time
to spendtimewith our Honduranfriends,” Okitasaid.

Members of JTF-Bravo find timeto support orphanages

Swinging adirt-busting pick nearly hisownsize, a
young boy looksacrossamuddy pond heisdiggingin
and down the dusty road toward approaching vansand
trucks.

From memory, the boy conjures up asmile, for he
knowsthevisitorsareawelcomed respitetotheday’s
events and signify a break from his manual labor.
Dozensof other boyscometo the sameconclusion si-
multaneously and materialize from concrete-block
structures, muddy water holesand other placesaround
thecompound.

Almost 400 childrenlivingin six different orphan-
agesin the Comayagua and L a Paz area have amuch
healthier life because JTF-Bravo’ s major commands
givetheir support tothem.

InHonduraswhenafamily istoo poor togiveachild
the basic necessities of life, the child most likely will
end upinan orphanagewherehewill at | east havefood
to eat and aroof over hishead. Whilethe orphanage
may bebetter than what their family can provide, but it
isstill far fromtheliving standardsthe average Ameri-
canchildgrowsupwith.

ARFOR suppliesaspecial need by taking water buf-
falosfilledwith good drinking water threetimesaweek
totherural orphanage.

They alsovisittheorphansonceamonthandinvite
them on base once aquarter wherethey enjoy afilling
lunchand play gamesall day.

TheMedical Element hereon Soto Cano a sodoesits

fair sharewith the orphansthey support — morethan
150 childrenintwo orphanages. They raisethemoney
for the orphansby paying two or threedollarsto wear
their civilian clotheson Fridays.

FirstLt. MariaOrtiz, MEDEL, hasbeeninchargeof
her unitsorphanagevisitssinceMay. Shesaidtheben-
efitsfrom hel ping them out can be easily seen. When
thechildren seethevanfrom Soto Cano pull up, they're
so happy that they try tojump into thevan before any-
onecan get out.

“Youcanjust seeit onthefacesof thosekids,” she
said. “It’snot theitemswegivethem; it’ sjust thefact
that wecan betherewiththemiswhat makesthem hap-
py. Maybefor anhour or hour and ahalf wecan beapart
of their family.”

The1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment hasone
of thehighest aviation operational temposinthe Army,
and membersstill find thetimeto visit their unitsor-
phanage about onceevery other month.

AFFOR also contributes tremendously to two or-
phanages, helping more than 150 children with their
twice-a-month visitsand thousandsof dollarsof donat-
ed goodsgoing totheorphanageamonth. They serve
lunch and spend time with the younger kids and play
sportsand cook tortillaswiththeolder kids.

(Story compiled from many stories throughout the
year by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn, Spc. Sarah Maxwell and
Spoc. Jeremy Heckler.)
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Private 1st Class DebraHunt of ARFOR, takes amo-
ment to give ayoung orphan amuch appreciated
hug during the children’s May visit to base.



