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AFFOR gets new commander

By Tech. Sgt. G.A. Volb
JTF-BravoPublic Affairs

A crowd of dignitaries and representatives of the
Joint Task Forcecommunity looked on, May 17 at the
base fire department, as Air Forces command for the
task force changed hands.

Intheceremony, Lt. Col. William Lanegaveway to
his successor Lt. Col. Tom Dean, who arrives from
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., wherehewas
operationsofficer for the 358th Fighter Squadron.

“My tour hereat JTF-Bravo hasbeen extremely re-
garding and it hasbeen an honor and privilegefor me
to serve as the Air Force Forces commander,” said
L ane, ashelooked back onhistour here. “ Together we
have seen many changes at Soto Cano Air Basethis

Russiajoins NATO

past year and ... made this a better place to live and
work.”

Dean, likeLane, will bedual -hatted ashetakescom-
mand of, not only the Air Forceforceshere, but alsothe
612th Air Base Squadron.

L ane, amaster navigator withmorethan 3,500flying
hoursin C-130E Hercules, AC-130H SpectreGunships
andvariousother aircraft, istaking onanassignmentin
Afghanistan as mission commander for an AC-130
gunshipaircraft deployment. Thenit’ sonto becoming
chief of Air Force Special Operations Command Ac-
quisitions.

In addressing the men and women of the Air Force
forceshere, Lanesaid*| havewitnessedfirst handyour
dedication to duty and your desireto bethevery best.
Y our performancehasbeentruly outstanding thispast
year and nothing short or miraculous.”

Hecited themany new recordsin performance, in-

cluding vehiclein-commission rates and equipment
up-times. “Y ouhaveprovenyou areoneof thebest Air
Base SquadronsintheAir Force,” hesaid, adding, “and
inmy view, youhaveearnedthetitleof ‘thebest.””

Dean arriveslooking forward to working with the
task force team. “We have an important mission here
and | pledgeto you all, my loyalty and support in ac-
complishing the mission and that of Southern Com-
mand Air Forces.

“Thisisabeautiful country withaproud cultureand
people,” hecontinued. “| pray we can make Soto Cano
aneven better placetoliveandwork.”

Dean holdsaBachel or of ArtsDegreein Communi-
cationsfromtheUniversity of Minnesotaand aM aster
of ArtsDegreein Businessfrom Webster University.
He' salsoasenior pilot with over 3,000 flying hoursin
A/OA-10Warthog, F-111 A/E Aardvark and numerous
other aircraft, plus 143 hoursof combat time.

Slugging it out

From the Associated Press

ROME—NATO, thealliance set up more
thanahalf century ago for the Cold War con
tainment of M oscow, formally accepteditsold
enemy asajunior partner Tuesday

“Wehavecomealongway from confronta-
tiontodialogue, andfrom confrontationto co-
operation,”’ Russian President Vladimir Putin
saidbeforeheand 1I9NATO leaders, including
President Bush, signed an agreement creating
aNATO-RussiaCouncil.

“Two former foes are now joined as part-
ners,’”’ Bushsaid.

Under the new arrangement, Russia will
havemoreauthority thaninanearlier, lessfor-
mal arrangement set up threeyearsagototry
tonudge M oscow closer tothe West.

Evenso, itsinvolvement will belimitedto
certain areas. They include crisis manage-
ment, peacekeeping and suchmilitary areasas
air defense, search-and-rescueoperationsand
joint exercises.

The20leaderssat at acircular tableandre-
mained seated asthe documentswere passed
aroundfor themtosign.

“Thesignificance of thismeeting isdiffi-
cultto overestimate,”’ Putin said earlier, not-
ingthat afew yearsago, sucharolefor Russia
“would have been, simply, unthinkable,
whereastoday it hasbecomearedlity.”’

“Being realists, wemust remember that re-
lationsbetween RussiaandtheNorth Atlantic
alliance have been historically far from
straightforward,”” Putin said. Even though
Russiawasnot admitted asafull partner and

has alimited role, “we must understand this
RomeDeclaration...isonly abeginning,”” he
sad.

Afterward, Secretary of State Colin Powell
said herecognizesthat Russiaopposesafur-
ther enlargement of NATO. Theallianceisex-
pectedto bringinupto sevennew full partners
in November, including states bordering on
Russia

Even with the new relationship, “Russia
cannot have aveto over who becomesamem-
ber or not,”” Powell told reporters.

L eader after leader cited Sept. 11, and the
lingeringterror threat, asacatayst for new co-
hes onand determinationamong NATO mem-
bers. “Themonthssince have madeclear that
by working together against thesethreats, we
multiply our effectiveness,”” Bush said.

Putin agreed, and mentioned ablast during
a holiday parade in the Russian region of
DagestanonMay 9, killing 41 ﬁeople. Russia
blames|slamicextremistsfor theattack.

Later, at lunch, theleaderstalked about the
India-Pakistan crisis, participants said. “We
haveto makeagreat effort to amicably pres-
sure (Indiaand Pakistan) to avoid theworst,”’
French President Jacques Chirac told re-
porters.

Tensions between the two nuclear-armed
rivals have been building. Pakistan on Tues-
day conducteditsthirdtest firing of amissile
capableof carrying nuclear warheadsinto In-
dianterritory, whileIndiadenounced policies
of Pakistani President Gen. Pervez Musharraf
as“dangerous.”’

NATO Secretary-General Lord Robertson,

See RUSSIA, Page5
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Spc.Jason Keats goesto akneeduring thelron lguana’s bru-
tal championship match for the IguanaBash pugil stick com-
petition May 23. Capt. Christopher Kuzio had the upper hand
attimes, but Keats came back to claimthe championship title.
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AwordfromtheQueen lguana...

By Maj. Shannon Averill
Director, J-1

I thought about discussing the lack of personal re-
sponsibility and pridein JTF-Bravo anditsappearance
because | saw peoplewalking by trash ontheground. |
think that everyonefrom the person right out of basic
training to O-6 should takejust asmuch personal pride
andinterest intheir surroundingsasthey dotheir per -
sonal appearance. If there’ strash onthegroundandyou
seeit, don’tignoreit or pretendyoudidn’t seeit, don’t
walk by%'ust bend downandpickitup. Butl figuredin-
stead of “Queen Iguana’, I'd just be called the
“GarbageLady”, and whowantsthat title?

What | finally decided to talk about was unit cohe-
sivenessand teamwork. IRON IGUANA showed me
that all of Joint Task Force-Bravo canand dowork to-
gether for a common goal, if poked, prodded, and
pushed enough.

When| got herel waspsyched to beinan operational
unit, couldn’t wait tojump back into thefray and be part
of ateamagain. What | foundwasthat troopsdidn’tre-
aly consider the JTF a unit, there wasn’t really one
team. Each service member belonged and cleaved to
their respectivesguads, MEDEL , ARFOR, AFFOR, 1-
228th, whichisn’t abad thing because unity at every
level isimportant totheorganization. What | didn’t see
wasunity or asenseof belongingtothe JTF.

TherewasaJTF spark that night with Army versus
Air Force SNCO and officer softball game. Therewas
positiverivalry, good-natured ribbing, fun, and cama-
raderie — all necessary ingredientsto teambuilding.

Andby theway, AFwantsarematch! Rivalry andcom-
petition between servicesisagood thing solong aswe
canbecomeonetofight thecommonenemy. That’ sthe
piecel thought wasmissing from Soto Cano, beingable
to becomeoneunited team.

That was until IRON IGUANA came along and
proved mewrong.

Weweregiven thetask to conduct asports competi-

tionthat could beenjoyed by everyoneintheJTF. Any
event involving more than one moving part takes ex-
treme amounts of creativity, planning, coordination,
and fine-tuned execution. What | didn’t realize was
how much of an effort it would taketo get all the parts
moving inthesamedirection. Everyonewasinvolved
withtheir unit doingsand daily workloadsand no one
had the time or inclination to concentrate effortson a
JTFfunction. “Let someonee seworry about that” was
theattitudegoingin. All that changed midway through
theplanning process.

People assigned the additional duty of the IRON
IGUANA committeestarted to takeapersonal interest
intheevents, in development of therules, inthet-shirt
design. They started to seelRON IGUANA asnot just
another issueontheir platestowork, but something that
we could create and market asa“world-class” event.
Wecould makel RON IGUANA somethingto beproud
of and could actually seetheresultsof our work. Asthe
event drew nearer and thingsstarted coming together,
peoplewereactually signingupfor thetriathlonclaim-
ingthey’ dwin. It seemedthat thecommittee' senthusi-
asm had spreadtothepublic. Therewasan expectation
that IRON IGUANA would bean event to remember.
Themost amazing and rewardi rég part of it all wasthat
the committee of individualsand M SC reps continual -
ly worked asoneto createan unforgettabl eevent.

When 23 May finally arrived, IRON IGUANA exe-
cuted flawlessly and grew into something that went be-
yond asporting event to mean something abit more. On
that day it didn’t matter what your branch of servicewas
or what M SCyou belongedto, wewereall united asone
task forceteam.

T%e C%ap’am/g Cm@new

By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Gary A. Pendrak
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Emergency Checklists

Onethingthat hasalwaysconfused me(andthere
aremany,) isemergency checklists. Pilotshaveto
memorizethosethings. Thereisawholelonglist of
things that have to be done for any specific emer-
gency. Andpilotshavetomemorizeeachactiontobe
taken, inorder, for eachemergency. Why? | mean, at
firstit seemsobvious: “ Y ousee, Chaplain, if thereis
anemergency, thepilot hastodoal thosethingsinor-
der, ORWE'LL ALL DIE!! DO YOU UNDER-
STAND NOW???" Well, yes, but if the pilot has
memorized thewhol ething, why doeshealwayspull
out the emergency checklist sheet?

| guessitreally makessense. Y oumemorizetobe
familiar withwhat needsto bedone. Y oufollow the
sheet to make SURE that you do everythingand doit
intheright order.

Of course, thereisoneinstructor pilot I know of
who saysthefirst thingyoushoulddoforanin-flight
emergency is“windyour watch”. Basicaly, hesays
that you shouldn’t do anythingtoo fast. Taketimeto
figure out what isgoing on beforeyoureacttoit. Of
course, hedealswith civilian pilotswho don’t have
strangerson theground shooting at him.

So, why my concern about emergency check-

lists? | know that you' renot al pilotsout there, but
weall haveachancetoruninto emergencies. If you
fly, you were required to learn certain emergency
procedures. Everyoneaboard ship had better know
how to react to different situations - and “ General

Quarters’ doesnot refer tothehousethegeneral lives
in. If you haveacar, and you took thetimeto read
throughtheownersmanual, you probably read about
how torespondtovariousthingsthat can go badwith
your car.

But what about thethingsthat can gobadinyour
life? Haveyou read that owner’ smanual? | know,
someof youaresaying, “Y eah, | read partsof it. And,
anyway, Chaplain, minehasthat handy guideinthe
front. If | ever haveaproblem, | canturntothat guide
anditwill point metotheright Scriptureverse. Be-
sides, if ever | haveaproblem, thefirstthingl’ll dois
windmy watch.”

WEell, folks, | am hereto tell you that, afixed
wing pilot wholoses power ontakeoff doesn’ t have
thetimeto look for hisemergency checklist, much
lesswind hiswatch.

| would suggest that each of you spend some
time in your owner’smanual. Learn about proper
careand maintenance of your body, spirit, and soul.
L earnsomeemergency procedures. Andber for
life. Andremember, youtoo can berecalled by your
maker.
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MEDEL works to combat
Dengue fever atits source

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

For most peopl e, finding mosquitolarvaswimmingaroundinthe
dishwater ishardly something to cheer about.

After dippingtheoversized eyedropper intothewater and draw-
ingasample, 1L T Tuesday Blomelet out acry of triumph. Swim-
ming through the water sample that she held up to thelight were
minisculelarvae, Aedesaegypti, tobeprecise.

Why was this good news to Blome and her colleagues from
MEDEL '’ sPreventive Medicineteam? They werelooking for the
littlebuggers.

MEDEL isworkinginadvanceto perform Denguefever risk as-
sessmentswiththehelp of theU.S. Army Center for Health Promo-
tion and Preventive M edicine, the Center for Disease Control, and
thelocal Ministry of Health. The assessmentsinvolve setting up
mosquito traps on and of f-post aswell as on-site surveysin Soto
Cano’ ssurrounding area.

Withtrainingfrom USACHPPM, the PreventiveMedicineteam
has |learned where to look, what to look for and what Joint Task
Force-BravoanditsHonduran neighborscandotolower therisk of
an outbreak. In household dishwater reservoirs as close as Co-
mayagua, MEDEL foundthelarvaeof Aedesaegypti inabundance.

Aedesaegypti ismorecommonly known asthe* Dengue M os-
quito,” aptly named for itsability totransmit the potentially-lethal
illness. Theillnessit carries, Denguefever hasbeenfoundintheCo-
mayaguaareaasearly asthe 1980’ s, but an epidemic occurredin
1995, accordingto Dr. Ricardo Aviles, Medical Liaison Officer at
MEDEL.

“Common symptomsarefever and body aches. It canresemble
many other diseases,” said Aviles. " Inadvanced cases, therecanbe
bleeding from the nose and gums, bruises, andit cankill if it goes
untreated.”

The mosquitoes and their larvae have never been collected on
Soto Cano, but with the season of highest risk approachinginlate
summer, MEDEL isworking well ahead of time. Not only arethey
collecting samples, but withtheMinistry of Health, they’ reeducat-
ing the public about therisk of Denguefever. Drinking-safe water
treatments exist that can prevent the mosquitoesfrom breedingin
thesmall reservoirs.

For the individual, some basic preventive measures include
wearing long pantsand sleeves, using insect repellent with DEET,
and taking thedoctor-recommended and MEDEL -provided malar-
iamedicationfor prevention of other vector-bornediseases.

Aedes aegyptilarvaeswiminasample
of water taken in Comayaguaduring
MEDEL’s Dengue fever risk assess-
ment.

Top: Maj. Van Sherwood, chief of entomological sciences, U.S.
Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine,
looksinto aComayaguawater supply forsigns of “yellow fever”
mosquitoes.

Above: Spc. Andrew Bundrick captures live adultaedes aegypti
using breath-power. Luckily for Bundrick, afilter preventsthein-
halation of liveinsects.

Left: 1stLt. Tuesday Blome collects larvae from awater sample
during the MEDEL preventive health team’srisk assessmentin
Comayagua.
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DoD plan creates new combatantcommand

By Jim Garamone
Armed Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Just becausethe changesinthe
Unified Command Planwill be“transparent” to most
servicemembersdoesn’ t mean they’ renot important.

Thechangesarerevolutionary and will better enable
the Americanmilitary to performitsmissionsaround
theglobeandat home, said Air ForceGen. Richard My -
ers, chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff, in April. The

resident signedtheplan April 30, anditwill gointoef-
ect Oct. 1.

Thebiggest changeisat home. The plan establishes
the U.S. Northern Command. The command, to be
stood up Oct. 1 also, will be responsible for military
support to thedefense of the United States. “ It will be
thehomeland defensecommandfor theUnited States,”
said Navy Capt. Doug McClain, a Joint Staff officer
whoworked onthe UCP.

NORTHCOM ' sareaof operationswill includethe
United States, Canada, Mexico, partsof the Caribbean
and the contiguous watersin the Atlantic and Pacific
cheans up to 500 miles off the North American coast-

ine.

Thecommandwill bea“ one-stop-shopping” point
for military support in case of an attack on the United
States. McClain offered the2002 Salt L ake City Winter
Olympicsexperienceasan exampleof thetype of sup-
port Northern Command would provide. Thelead fed-
eral agency at the Olympics was the Secret Service.
DoD established Joint Task Force—Olympicsto pro-
vide mil itarg support. All callsfor military support —
suchascombat air patrol s, equipment, logisticsand se-
curity personnel —channeled through the JTF.

Similarly, if the United Stateswere attacked, all re-
guests for military support would channel through
Northern Command. President Bush has selected cur -
rent U.S. Space Command commander Air Force Gen.
Ralph E. Eberhart asthe new commander in chief, or

“CinC.” Thegeneral a socommandstheNorth Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Command — a joint venture
with Canadato defend North America. In hisnew job,
Eberhart will commandtheU.S. elementtoNORAD as
well as Northern Command. He will not retain com-
mand of SPACECOM.

Theresponsibilitiesnow held by Joint Task Force—
Civil Supportand Joint Task Force—Homeland Securi-
ty will migrate to Northern Command also, McClain
said. These JTFs, now part of U.S. Joint Forces Com-
mand, think of the unthinkable. Task force planners
work out what military help would be needed in the
event of an attack onthe United States.

NORTHCOM will work withinteragency groupson
thefederal, stateandlocal level. Thecommandwill es-
tablishand maintaintheselinkssoall partieswill befa-
miliar witheach other andthecapabilitiesof thevarious
agencies.

Northern Command will beacombatant command
just asany other, McClain said. “ (The commander of
Northern Command) hasall theauthority that Title 10
(of theU.S. Code) givesto any combatant commander
toexecutethemissionhe’ sgiven,” McClainsaid.

McClain saidthe NORTHCOM commander isthe
sameashiscounterpartsat theU.S. Pacific or Central
commands. “ Thedifferenceis, themissionsarediffer-
ent,” hesaid. “ But thechain of commandisthesameas
withany other combatant commander. Hewill takehis
directionfromthe president, through the defense sec-
retary with adviceand direction from the chairman of
the Joint Chiefsof Staff.”

Northern Commandwill beinthesamesituationas
theother combatant commands. It will receivemilitary
forcesasrequired.

According to the Unified Command Plan, Joint
Forces Command, headquarteredin Norfolk, Va., re-
tains its role as the force provider to the combatant
Cincs. “ Oneof thethingsthat will occur withthestand-
up of Northern Command is that it will allow Joint
Forces Command to focus on experimentation and

transformation, whichistheir meat and potatoesmis-
sion,” McClain said.

The JFCOM commander iscurrently dsoNATO’s
Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantic. McClain said
that the UCP changewill divest the JFCOM command-
er of responsibilitiesfor SupremeAllied Command, At-
lantic.“ItisuptoNATOtodetermineareplacement for
thecurrent arrangement,” hesaid.

Another changeintheUnified Command Plan adds
Russiaand the Caucasus nationstothe U.S. European
Command’ sareaof responsibility. Inthe past Russia
was under the purview of the chairman of the Joint
Chiefsof Staff. “1t normalizestherelationthat acom-
batant commander haswith acountry’ smilitary leader -
shipasif itwasany other country in hisareaof respon-
sibility,” McClain said.

“Thisdoesnot eliminatetheability of Russiato go
directly to the chairman or to the leadership of this
country. What it doesinthe military structureisgive
Russiatheability to goto aloca commander and work
agreementsthat arebeneficial to both sides.”

Alaskafalls under Northern Command for home-
land security purposes, but forcesbasedinthestatel ook
to Pacific Command. Also forces on the U.S. West
Coast—theArmy’ sl Corpsat Fort Lewis, Wash., the3rd
Fleet in San Diego and the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Forceat Camp Pendleton, Calif. —will continue under
PACOM.

“Just because the forces assigned to Pacific Com-
mand reside outside the area of responsibility doesn’t
have anything to dowiththeir assignment or what they
aredoing,” McClainsaid. Thiscarriesonthepracticeof
forcesin the United States being under the Central or
Special Operationscommands.

TheUnified Command Plan also adjuststheborders
for U.S. Southern Command.

“TheNo. 1requirement wasto giveU.S. Northern
Command enough sea space and airspace around the
continental United States so that the command could
defendindepth,” McClainsaid.

Contracting: keeping Soto Cano operating

By Maj. Wil R. Witherspoon
Chiefof Contracting

Most military aswell ascivilian personnel arenot accustomed to working direct-
ly with acontracting office.

Because of theuniquenessof Joint Task Force-Bravo, itisvery likely that every-
oneherewill at sometimevisit building D-10to discussaproposed, ongoing, or past
contract action. Thisarticleservesasboth aninstructional andinformativeprimer
for that chancevisit.

Withinthe contracting office, there are three Department of Defense Warranted
Contracting Officers. Thesecontracting officersaretheonly oneswithintheArea
of Responsibility with theauthority to bind thegovernmentinacontract actionwith
non-governmental agencies. The United States Congressgrantsthisauthority and
theofficersareappointed by theU.S. Army South’ sPrinci Pal Assistant Responsible
for Contracting. Contracting officershaveadual Chainof Command. They havea
statutory obligation to execute contract actionsfor the PARC and afunctional re-
sponsibility to support therequirementsof the JTF-B Commander.

Our mission hereisto providethebest possiblecontract support for military mis-
sions, training and quality of lifefor JTF-B soldiers, airmen, marinesand civilians
andall unitsdeployedfor operationswithinthe JTF-B Areaof Responsibility.

Wehavearesponsibility to provideresponsivecontract supporttoall customers,
maintain good stewardship of our contract dollars, provide quality goodsand serv-
icesontimeand at areasonabl e cost, and to ensure sound businessjudgment isbeing
utilized and that wearein compliancewith statutesand regul ations.

Our most important functionisasadvisor tothe JTF-B commander onall matters
concerning contracting. Wealso havearesponsibility to ensurethat inthe procure-
ment of all supplies, services, and constructionfromcommercial sources, every ef-
fort to streamlinethe processisexhausted. Oneway weaccomplishthisisthrough

thelimited purchase authority delegated to IMPAC cardhol ders, and designated or -
dering officersand paying agents. Wesolicit, evaluate, award and administer al con-
tractual actionsincluding the administration of the Base Operations Support Ser-
vicescontract. Wetrain, appoint, and monitor al IMPAC card holdersand billing of-
ficias.

TheContracting Officeisonly onepart of theacquisitionteam hereon Soto Cano.
Theentireteam consistsof:

* Activitiesthat identify requirements, whether it’ sthe Joint Security Forcesneed-
ing to purchase emergency traffic cones, Moral e, Welfare and Recreation purchas
ing equipment for softball season, or DynCorp purchasing starchfor thelaundry fa-
cility.

*Thesupply officethat initiatesthe procurement process. Thisgroupisresponsi-
blefor checking for availability from existing government sources, conducting pre-
liminary market research, articulating the requirement in writing, and coordinating
withthe Property Book Officer to determinetheaccountability classification.

» Thecommand official who approvesthe purchasewith fundsthat havebeen al-
located to hisor her activity.

« J-8, which annotatesthe documentationwith theappropriatefund citeclassifi-
cationfor the purchase and keepstrack of all JTFB accounts.

» Contracting who conductsfinal market research, issues solicitations, obtain
guotesand proposalsand issues contract awards.

» TheFinance Officewho ensuresthat all debtsarepaidinatimely manner.

» ThePBOwho ensuresthat proper accountability measuresareassigned.

Each member of the acquisition team serves a vital role in the procurement
process. Without any of these elements, avast chasm would exist in the system of
checksand balances.

Theroleof eachmember of theacquisitionteamissimply to exercisepersona ini-
tiativeand sound busi nessjudgment in providing the best value product or serviceto
meet the government’ sneeds.
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MWR: Let us show you Honduras

By Robin Gonzalez
MWR Manager

Honduras: welivehere, wetravel throughout the country, and wehavefriends

and family here, but what do wereally know about Honduras?

Doyou know, for example, that Hondurasmeans*“ depths” ? Easy enough to

understand when you realize Hondurasis aland of mountainsand val-
leys. Hondurasisapproximately 112,000 kilometers; thisequates

to about the same size as Tennessee, Virginia, Pennsylvania,

Ohio, or Kentucky. Honduraswould fit three and ahalf

timesinto California, six timesinto Texas, and over 80

timesinto the entire continental United States! On

the other hand, Honduras is the second largest

country in Central Americaand the only onewith-

out an active vol cano.

Most peopledo not know that thefirst explorer to
sight this land, and name it, was Christopher

Columbus. He landed on the eastern most tip of
Honduras, Cape GraciasaDios, in 1502.

- aP

o

Fromthat time, until independencewasdeclaredin v
1821, Honduras was under the rule of the Spanish. Hon-
duraswasal so under the control of the British during theearly 1800s
whenthey occupied Belize, the Bay | slands, and the M osquito Coast.

Tegucigal pacan beatonguetwister, whichisprobably why so many people
refertothecity as” Tegus’, but areyou aware of the origin of thecapitol’ sname?
It derivesfrom the ancient Nahuatl language and translates as“ silver moun-

tain” sincesilver wasmined intheareafor centuries.

RUSSIA

Continued from Page 1

whowill be chairman of thenew coun-
cil, openedthesession, declaring“this
gatheringrepresentsthehopeof abet-
ter, saner future.’”’

Hesaid heconsidersthecouncil are-
a breakthrough and expressed hope
that it would " not just deliberate but
takedecisiveactions. ...Thereisacom-
monenemy out there.”’

Bush, just days after he and Putin
signed an agreement slashing their nu-
clear arsenals by two-thirds over 10
years, hailed the transformation of
Russiafrom Cold War rival tofriend.

“Today marks a historic achieve-
ment for agreat allianceand agreat Eu-
ropean nation,”” Bush said during his
turnin sequential speechesby NATO
partners.

“Two former foesarenow joined as
partners, overcoming 50 yearsof divi-
sionandadecadeof uncertainty,” Bush
said. “ This partnership takes us even
closer toalarger goal, aEuropethatis
whole, free and at peace for the first
timeinhistory.”

Bush, meeting privately with
Robertson beforehand, praised theal -
liancefor recognizingthat aunited Eu-
ropeis“morelikely to be achieved by
welcoming Russiawest.”’

Russia sparticipationcomesasNA-
TOlooksforwardto expanding further
in November and asit pondersitsrole
in an agewhen Russiaisno longer an
adversary.

Russia sfutureinvolvement will be
limited to crisis management, peace-
keeping and such military areasasair
defense, search-and-rescueoperations
andjoint exercises. NATO and Russia
will decide only on those issues on
which they can find consensus. More
contentiousissueswill beleft off their
agenda, and NATO will keep a free
handin setting andimplementing poli-

cy.

Tuesday’ s gathering brought Putin
and Bush together for the second time
in a week. Bush spent three days in
Russialast week aspart of afour-nation
European tour, and signed an agree-
ment with Putinto slashtheir strategic
nuclear arsenals to one-third of the
present level sover the next decade.

Bush began the day Tuesday witha
visit with Italian President Carlo
AzeglioCiampi. After Tuesday’ SNA-
TOsummit, hewill gototheVaticanto
meet Pope John Paul 11 before heading
hometotheUnited States.

Thenew council istoreplaceacon
sultative body set up in May 1997 to
ease Moscow’s darm over NATO's
planstoincludesomeof Russia sSovi-
et-eraalliesand neighbors.

NATO will meet in November in
Pragueand likely expand by six or sev-
en Eastern European nations.

NATO last expandedin 1999, when
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re-
publicjoined.

Areyou also aware of thefact that Tegucigal pawas not the original capitol ?
Comayaguawas until 1880 when the capitol wasrelocated to Tegucigal pa.
Thereareacoupleof reasonsfor thischange.

The* popular rumor” isthe colonial society of Comayaguapublicly disliked
thewifeof President Marco Aurelio Soto, who took revenge by moving the capi -
tol to Tegucigalpa. Inreality, politicsand power strugglesbetween Tegucigal pa
and Comayagua resulted in the relocation of the capitol in the late

1800s.
Weknow San Pedro Sulaasthe second largest cictiy inHonduras
and theindustrial hub of the country, but didyou know the
city isalso one of the oldest Spanish towns?
It wasfounded in 1536 by the Spanish conqueror
Don Pedro De Alvarado and was originally

-
‘l O named “Villade San Pedro De Puerto Ca-
ballos”.

\‘_’; It quickly became known as San Pedro
Sula, with the name deriving from the local
dialect Usulameaning “valley of birds”.

: Ontheother hand, Telawasjust asmall Indian village until

the Tela Railroad Company began operations there in the early
1900s.

For many yearsthe TelaRailroad Company wasthe owner and producer of the
famed Chiquita bananas and what istoday Hotel VillaTelamar resort was the
original homesfor thecompany’ sexecutivesand their families.

Thesearejust someof thelesser-known factsabout Honduras. .. awonderful -
ly diverse, history-filled country that isoursto discover and enjoy.

Stop by MWR Travel and Toursand let us show you Honduras.

Looks good enoughtodrink...

Photos by Spc. M. Wiliam Petersen

Spc. James Woodard from Joint Task Force-Bravo's Medical Element,
tests asample of water from the hose outside the Base Exchange. MEDEL
regularly tests the water on post for chemical composition and purity.
Samples are gathered from different points around postin order to fully
survey the water Soto Canois drinking, washing and cooking with.
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WASHINGTON — Air Force Chief of Staff Gen.
John P. Jumper named Chief Master Sgt. Gerald R.
Murray on May 24 to serve asthe 14th chief master
sergeant of the Air Force.

Murray will assume his new position July 1, fol -
lowing the June 28 retirement of Chief Master Sgt. of
the Air Force Jim Finch. Finch’ sretirement culmi -
nates28yearsof servicetotheAir Force.

Jumper said the selection processwas adifficult
one.

“Theselectionwasdifficult becausethe candidates
wereall soexceptionally qualified,” thegenera said.
“TheAir Forceisfortunateto have someoneof Mur-
ray’ scaliber leading our enlisted forceduringthisex-
citingtimeinour service shistory.

“His valuable experience and proven leadership
will play a pivotal role in the Air Force's future,”
Jumper said. | look forward to working with himon
matters of importanceto theenlisted forceand their
families.”

RIDING
TO
REMEMBER

Murray, whojoinedtheAir Forcein October 1977,
iscurrently the command chief master sergeant for
Pacific Air Forces. His career includes various as-
signmentsin aircraft maintenance and as the com-
mand chief master sergeant for the 347th Wing at
Moody Air Force Base, Ga., aswell asU.S. Forces
Japan and 5th Air Force, both located at Y okotaAir
Base, Japan.

The office of the chief master sergeant of the Air
Forcerepresentsthe highest enlisted level of leader-
ship, provides direction for the enlisted corps, and
representstheir intereststo the American publicand
toall levelsof government.

TheCM SAF servesasapersonal adviser totheAir
Forcechief of staff and secretary of the Air Forceon
all issuesregarding the welfare, readiness, morale,
pr(goer utilization, and progressof theenlisted force
andtheir families.

(Editor’ sNote: Thisnewsstory appearscourtesy
of theAir ForceNewsService.)

[ ]
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Chief Master Sgt. Gerald R. Murray

By Heike Hasenaur
Soldiers Magazine

sidethe Army.

FORT BELVOIR,Va.— StartinginJuly,
kids, aswell asadults, will havethe opportu-
nity to play arealistic, interactive computer
gamethat will takethem onavirtual tour in-

“America sArmy,” tobedistributed free
of charge onthe Web at americasarmy.com,
will allow players to “experience” every-
thing from the enlistment process at a re-
cruiting station, to jumping out of a C-130
aircraft during anairborneoperationandre

“America’s Army” game
to debut this summer

The game, which is actually a two-part
CD, onecalled“Soldiers,” theother “ Army
Operations,” currently includes 20 combat-
armsMOSs, Zydasaid.

Inthe*Army Operations” portion of the
game, playerscan enter any of 20infantry-
squad-rel ated scenarios, said “ Operations’ -
CD producer Professor Michael Capps.

Real-lifeimagery of weapons, equipment
and terrain have been coupled with an em-
phasis on training, Capps said. “We want
players to have a good time, but we want
them to know, too, that when asoldier enlists
inthe Army, he’ snot simply takento thetop
of atower and told to jump. Training pre-

trieving stolen Stinger missilesfrom enemy  pares him for whatever job he' s expected to
forces, said Lt. Col. George Juntiff, the do.”
Army Game Project’ s operations officer. Inthe“Soldiers” CD, playerschooseone
~TheArmy’sintentisnot only toenhance of four existing soldiersastheir game piece
kids - and adults’ - video-game-playingex- or createtheir own soldier, said NPSProfes-
periencesand spark interestintheArmy asa  sor John Hiles, who designed the“ Soldiers”
potential career, but reintroducetheArmyto  portion of thegame.
the population at large, said Paul Boyce, an The pre-sel ected characters possess both
Army spokesman at the Pentagon. good and not- -so-good-character traits,
Theideafor an Army gameoriginatedat Hilessaid.
the Office of Economic and Manpower “Playersaregiven six resourcesand sev-
Analysis at the U.S. Military Academy at  en valuesto choose from asthey make deci-
West Point, N.Y ., asarecruiting tool forthe  sionsthat guidethe character,” Hilessaid.
assistant secretary of the Army for Reserve Recently showcased at one of thelargest
Affairstwoyearsago, said M. Christopher  annual expositionsfor the computer-game
Chambers, deputy director of the Army industry, the Electronics Entertainment Ex-
Game Project. po in Los Angeles, Calif., “America’s
The estimated $8 million game - devel-  Army,” wasfavorably received by represen
oped by computer scientistsand master'sde-  tatives from some of the foremost gamin
greeprogram personnel fromthejoint serv-  companiesintheworld, Army officialssaid.
ices at the Naval Postgraduate School’s They estimate one million of the double-
Modeling Virtual Environmentsand Simu-  CD gamewill bedistributed to atarget audi-
lation institute, MOVES, in Monterey, enceof 13- to 44-year-olds nationwide.
Calif., - will evolveover fiveyearsto cover (Editor’ snote: HeikeHasenauer isa staff
all theArmy’ smilitary occupational special-  writer for Soldier’ smagazine. For morein-
ties, said Professor Michael Zyda, MOVES  depth coverage, look for her story in Sol-
institute director. diersmagazine' sAugust issue.)

Starting at noon on Memorial Day, more than 100,000
motorcyclists from across the country rolled two-by-
two out of the Pentagon's north parking lot for more than
threehours. They carried the black and white POW/MIA
flag alongside Old Glory.

Thebikers wereback intown for Rolling Thunder, their
15th annualridefrom the Pentagon to the Vietnam Wall
toremindthenationthat American prisoners of war and
missing in action remain unaccounted for.
"Thisisveterans forveterans,” said Navy veteran Hugh
M.Bremner, of New Jersey. "After 9-11, people are start-
ing to realize the military does mean something and
we've got to take care of it."

(Editor’'s Note: Text and photo by Linda D. Kozaryn,
American Forces Press Service.)
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Thrift Savings Plan

TheThrift SavingsPlanisaretirement
savingsand investment plan that alows
servicemembersto saveaportion of their
pre-tax pay in a special retirement ac-
count. Service membersmay signup to
participateinthe TSPprogramduringthe
open seasonfromMay 15- July31. Cur-
rent TSP participants may also change
their contribution types and amounts.
For moreinformation contact theFinance
Officeat ext. 4282.

Softball Season

Softball season startsMay 28. Coach-
es can sign up their teams at the Recre
ation Center now. The pre-season meet-
ingwill beMay 21 at 10:00a.m. For more
info, contact Luisat 4268.

College Courses

Thenext term of 3-credit collegeclass
eswill befrom June3 - July 26 6-9 p.m.
Goto theEducation Center and giveyour
educationrecords, transcriptsand other
documentation to Sandra Guille for 75
percent government-paid tuition assis-
tance. Takeyour tuition assistanceform
to UMUC, Bldg H-70.Y ou or your G.I.
Bill can pay (or charge) theremaining 25
percent to LuisOrtiz. Registration starts
May 1. The Education Center is open
from7:30-11:30and noon -4 p.m.

New car sales _
ExchangeNew Car Sales iscurrently
available for soldiers wishing to pur-
chaseaprivately owned vehicle, includ-
ing motorcycles, whi |e stationed at Soto
Cano Air Base. Thesalesofficeislocat-
ed near the Base Exchange and Joint Se-
curity Forcesbuilding, andisopen Mon-
days-Fridaysfrom 9 am. to 6 p.m. and
Saturdaysfrom 8a.m. to noon. For more
information, callext. 4886 or 4883.

“Allusers” e-mails

By order of thecommander, any non-
critical information that needs to be
passedtotheentire JTF-Bravo popul ace
shall bedoneviathepublic affairsoffice.
Information may be sent to the PAO e-
mail distribution group. Public affairs
andthePower Lizard aremembersof this
e-mail group. Fromthese offices, thein-
formation canbepostedin Thelguana, on
the Commander’s Channel or E-News,
sentviaALL e-mail, and/or broadcast on
thePower Lizard, accordingtothe point
of contact’ srequest. Userswill not send
non-critical informationusingall of thee-
mail groups (AFFOR, ARFOR, JSF,
etc.). Time-sensitiveinformationwill be
sent only by thecommand group, PAO or
J6. Questionsmay bedirect tothe -6
officeat ext.4167 or thePAOat ext. 4150.

Pentagon rolls out latest proto-
type of Objective Force equipment

By Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —DoD engineers
aredevel opingthe2010-eraObjective
Force Warrior even before the next-

eneration Land Warrior is
1elded in 2004.

Project managers from
theNatick Soldier Center in
Natick, Mass,, rolled out a
prototype Objective Force
Warrior for the Pentagon
press corpstoday.

Project Engineer Dutch
Degay called the prototype
the“latest and greatest” in-
dividual soldier system. He
explainedtheArmy Chief of
Staff Gen. Eric Shinseki
tasked the Natick lab to

“completely rebuild the [BE==
(combat) soldier asweknow [
him.”

Historically, researchers
have devi upgrad% to

current equipment. The Ob-
jective Force Warrior pro-
gram tossed out the current
system of individual equip-
ment in its entirety and de-
signed a new “integrated, |
holistic” system from the
skinout, Degay said.
He explained that the |
Land Warrior system adds
many new capabilitiestothe
current systemof field gear
through an electronic com-
ponent soldierswill carry.
The Objective Force
Warrior system, scheduled
for fielding in 2008, com-
pletely integratestheseel ec-
tronic capabilities. Degay
explained that soldierswill
never again have to wear
cumbersomenight-visionor
infrared goggles or heavy
laser training components
ontheir helmets. Theseand
other features—thermal sen-
sors, day- night video cameras, and
chemical andbiological sensors—are
fully integrated within the helmet. It
alsoincludesavisor that can act asa
“heads-up display monitor” equiva-
lent totwo 17-inch computer monitors
infront of thesoldier’ seyes.
Theuniformsystemisamulti-func-
tiongarment workingfromtheinside
out, Degay said. Itincorporatesphysi -
ological sensorsthat allow thesoldier,
the chain of command and nearby
medicsto monitor thesoldier’ sblood
pressure, heartrate, internal and exter-
nal body temperature, and caloric con-
sumption rate. Commanders and
medics can access the information

through atactical local areanetwork.

Heat and coldinjuriesareresponsi-
blefor alarge percentageof casualties
inbothbattleandtraining, Degay said.
But if amedic can monitor asoldier’s
vital signs, many of thesetypesof in-
juriescan beprevented.

If asoldier isinjured, medics can

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem

A mannequin displays thecomponents of the pro-
totype Objective Force Warrior system.

start making an assessment before
they even get to an injured soldier.
“And that saves time on the battle-
field,” Degay said.

The Warrior system has a built-in
“microclimate conditioning system.”
Degay explained the private climate-
control system has a“ spacer fabric”
that’ salittlebit thicker than aregular
cotton T-shirt. Thegarment has* capil-
laries” that blow hot or cold air
through the system.

Thesystemispoweredby fuel cells,
which Degay described as* cell phone
batteries on steroids.”

A primary concernindesigning the
Objective Force Warrior system is

overall weight carried by individual
soldiers. Soldiersoncombat patrolsin
Afghanistantoday typically carry 92
to 105 pounds of mission-essential
eqw ment, Degay said.

erequirement for the Objective
Force Warrior system isto weigh no
more than 45 to 50 pounds. Many of
the system’ s built-in functions
do away with the need to carry
extra equipment. The climate-
control feature eliminates the
needtocarry extraclothing. The
outer garment hassomebiol ogi-
cal and chemical protection ca-
pabilities, reducing the need to
carry extraprotective gear.

“What we aretrying to do at
thevery fabricuniformlevel is
consolidateal | thosesystemsin-
to one so we lessen the overall
bulk andweight” carried by sol-
diers, Degay said.

Anythingelsethat’ smission-
essential but not built in to the
individual soldier systemwill be
carried on a “robotic mule.”
Each squad will haveoneof the
small, remote-controlled
wheeled vehicles that can per-
formamultitudeof functionsfor
thesoldiers.

“(The mule) will assist with
not only taking someof theload
carriage off the individual sol-
dier, but healso providesahost
of other functions,” he said.
“Primarily water generation
(and) water purification. He' sa
recharging battery stationfor all
the individual Objective Force
Warriorsinthesquad. Heactsas
aweapons platform. He hasday
and night thermal, infrared and
forward-looking imaging sys-
temsinsidethenoseof themule,
aswell as chemical-biological
sensors.”

Themule can also communi-
catewithunmanned aeria vehi-
cles to give atrue 360-degree
image of the battlefield.

“It’ safollower, andit canbe
mani pul ated and brought forth by any
member of thesquad,” hesaid. “It' ses
sentially amini load-carriage system
that’ stherefor themall thetime, which
allowsustolightentheloadfor thein-
dividual soldier, but he has resupply
availableat amoment’ snotice.”

Degay said that in the past, such
foresight and interchangeability has
only goneinto major weaponsand ve-
hicle platforms.

“Historically we have spent mil-
lionsof dollarsonplatforms,” hesaid.
But, “the soldier isthe centerpiece of
our Army, and we arefi nalgl making
that investment for (thesoldier) indi-
vidually.”
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IRON IGUANA

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

M embersof Joint Task-ForceBravo andtheHonduranair forceran, swam, rode,
splashed, batted and bashed May 23. Theheated competition, cheering audienceand
crowdsof colleaguesand friendscould only mean onething:

Themuch-anticipated Ironlguanawasinfull swing.

Roughly 180 competitorsand 60 vol unteerstook part in or supported theseven
events: thetriathlon, 10K run, basketball, softball, homerun derby, crazy-divecom-
petition and themain event, theBaddest Lizard Bash pugil stick competition.

Whilenot every event went without ahitch (triathl eteswere misdirected on four
different routes, resulting in multiple winnersaccording to Mgj. Shannon “Quenn
Iguana’ Averill,event coordinator,) thesound of thecrowd at theend of thenight was
testament enoughh to the successof thelron Iguana.

WINNERS
10K

Men: Capt. Hanson, J4, time: 39.35
\Women: Lt. Cobbs, 1-228, time: 45.29
Triathlon

Men: Tech. Sgt. Delgado, JSF, time50:46
Women: Mgj. Averill, J1, time: 1:22:52
Team: Crews Cronies(Maj. Matos, Capt.
Brinker, Lt. Burchfield), ARFOR, time:
55:48

Team: The Narcs (Mg. Johnston, Mgj.
Katz, Capt. Sullinger), J3, time: 57:09
Team: Psycho Phantoms (Capt. Stanfield,
Lt. Cisneros, Sgt. Gutierrez), 1-228, time:
59:33

Team: Devil'sDen(M4g. Lee, Capt. Haines,
Lt. Way), MEDEL, time: 55:05
3-ON-3Basketball

RimBusters(Sgt. Cadavid, Sr. A. Watson,
Spc. McCreary)
One-Pitch Softball

AFFOR
Homer un Der by

Staff Sgt. Abbot, AFFOR
Crazy Lizard Dive

Staff Sgt. Jon Gran, MEDEL
Baddest L izard Bash

Men: Jason“Killer” Keats, 1-228

\Women: Queen Iguana’ 91 Photo by Martin Chahin

Photo by Sgt. Robert Hutchinson
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Photos by Spc. M. Wiliam Petersen

Photo by Martin Chahin

Top: Staff Sgt. Jon Gran defies gravity during the Crazy Lizard Dive. Inset: The
judges were hard to please.

Above: Arunner finishes first during the triathlon.

Centhelr: A competitor rides the perimeter during the bicycle portion of the
triathlon.

Left:*The Water Girl” delivers ahitto “The Spark Chaser” during apugil stick
challenge match.



