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1-228 escortscomma

By 1st Lt. Richard Komurek
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Officer

Distinguished visitor support took on anew mean-
ing for 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment re-
cently asPresident Bush visited El Salvador to meet
with Central AmericanleadersMarch 24.

Astheworldfocused itsattention onthe JTF-Bra
vo areaof operationsfor the president’ svisit, UH-60
Black Hawks, CH-47 Chinooksand personnel from
1-228 were there alongside the president providing
aviation support for the commander in chief’ s staff
and members of theinternational newsmedia.

In all 29 soldiers and seven helicopters were in-
volved in the presidential support mission, which
provided 1-228 soldiers an opportunity to be part of
theintricateworkingsof apresidential visit. FromAir
Force Oneto the presidential helicopter Marine One
and avast array of Secret Service and White House
personnel, apresidential visitisdefinitely no small
affair. Itisthetypeof operationwhereevery detail is
significant, every action hasapurposeand nothingis
left to chance.

L eaving nothing to chanceiswhere the 1-228 fit
into the complex Eresi dential plan. Besides trans-
porting various White House staff and newsmedia,
the unit’ saircraft al so served asthe ultimate backup
incaseoneor both of the presidential helicoptershad
any mechanical troubles. For most of theaviation sol -
diers, it wastheir first experience working a presi -
dential missionandit proved to bean experiencethey
wouldn’t soonforget.

“Itwasauniquemission ... theultimate VIP mis-
sion,” said Capt. Dominic Scola, Chinook pilot and
commander, B Company, 1-228 “It was a great op-
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President George W.Bushreviews Salvadoran troops during his visitto El Salvador last week. Behind the
commanderinchiefisoneofthe1stBn.,228th CH-47 Chinook helicopters that assisted in escorting White
House staff and members of the international news mediaas the president traveled within El Salvador.

portunity to bepart of amissionthat few peopleget to
takepartin.”

Inadditiontoflying hi gh—ﬁ)rofi leindividualssuch
asU.S. Press Secretary Ari Fleischer, themission al-
so posed achallengein requiring special timesontar-
getinrelation to the president’ slocation, said Scola.
Thoughthe presidential helicopter alwaysleavesfirst

due to presidential protocol, the 1-228 helicopters
carrying the pressand White House staff must arrive
before the president with sufficient timeto prepare
for thepresident’ sarrival. Thisprovedto beachal-
lengewiththeshort flight timesthat wereinvolvedin

New Horizons: Troops improvelivesth

By 1st Lt. Richard Komurek
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Officer

Photo by 1st Lt. Richard Komurek

U.S. and Salvadoran military members work together to build a
school as part ofthe New Horizons 2002 military training exercise.

Twoweeksago asPresident Bush attend-
ed aUnited Nationsconferencein Mexico,
vowingtofight poverty inorder to makethe
world asafer and better placefor all, U.S.
military engineers and medical personnel
werealready hard at work.

The2002 New Horizonsmilitary training
exercises in Central Americaare fighting
the battle against poverty one village at a
timein El Salvador and Nicaragua.

The four-month project will provide 11
schools, eight medical clinics, eight water
wellsand medical careto thousands of peo-
plethrough seven Medical Readiness Train-
Ing Exercises. The humanitarian exercises
are being conducted by more than 5,500
Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine engi-

SeeBush, Page4

rough training

neers, medical and support personnel. The
joint forcerepresents 58 active duty and re-
serveunitsfrom 25 states, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Idands.

Joint Task Force-Bravoplaysamajor role
intheexercises, assistingwith planning, site
inspections and general support for task
forcesdeployedinthe JTF-B areaof respon-
sibility. Troopsinvolved in New Horizons
fall under the operational control of JTF-
BravoonceonthegroundinCentral Ameri-
ca. JTF-Bravo engineersand awiderangeof
staff support functions from medical per -
sonnel to security forces, safety and military
intelligence al make regular visits to the
task forcesin theater to ensure compliance
withmilitary rulesand regul ationsandto of -
fer ahel ping hand when needed.

InEl Salvador, acountry struck by a7.6-
magnitude earthquake in January 2001,

SeeHorizons, Page4
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Commancers Corner

Lockheed Martin maintenance contractors:
theunsung heroes of Soto Cano

By Maj.Jim Walton
S-3, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment

They comethrough the gate every morning around
PT time. They comewearing bluejeans, hiking boots
or tennis shoes, many still in shock fromtheir morn-
ing commute acrosstheill-conceived roads of Hon-
duras. Most wear a blue or black t-shirt that subtly
bearstheir company name, and what they do: “ L ock-
heed Martin... Maintenance Team.”

This group of highly professional aircraft main-
tainersisresponsiblefor unscheduled (translation:
“It broketoday... | needit fixed yesterday”) mainte-
nance; scheduled maintenance (“ Next Tuesday, we
needto pull off therotor blades, |ook under the swash
plate, to seeif thereisany dirt.”); and phase mainte-
nance. Every 200 flight hoursfor aCH-47, and 500
flight hoursfor a UH-60, they tear apart the entire
helicopter and ook for any minute or major problems
that may causethe helicopter to fall out of the sky.

They have many of the samefrustrationsthat we
all do in Honduras. Y et they seem to keep a good
sense of humor and have an ability to adapt to the
ever-changing circumstancesand challengesinher -
ent in maintaining an aviation battalion that ownsand
operatessome of theoldest aircraft in theactive duty
Army. Thesehighly motivated maintainersbear the

hardship of living in an underdeveloped country.

Forced to live off base, many havefallen victimto
household robberies. Some L ockheed Martin con-
tractors have been burglarized four or fivetimesand
many have the same story of criminalsgassing their
houses with sleeping gas and robbing them while
they were unconscious.

Addtothat, thefrustrationsfelt every timemain-
tenancepartsfail toarrive, orwhenthe C-130can’t
transport therequired parts, dueto the sheer volume
of supplies required to maintain Soto Cano. Often
those parts that do come in must be immediately
transported to Nicaragua, Belize, Trinidad-Tobago,
Venezuela or other countries in the
USARSO/SOUTHCOM areaof responsibility. This
oftenrequiresL ockheed Martin personnel to deploy
just like JTF-Bravo’ sactive duty members.

TheLockheed Martinfolkstakeall of thisinstride
and show up for work every day in order to fix, re-
buildand carefor theaircraft that areso critical toour
military’ soperationsin thistheater.

We could not do it without them and arefortunate
to havethem aspart of our team. Sothenext timeyou
seethe “Blue Horde” descend on the BX/PX early
Friday afternoon, instead of being upset that they are
buying milk, eggs, Jack Daniels and cigarettes, be
thankful that they are here. Our Lockheed Martin
contractors do an extremely important job and are
truly the unsung heroes of Soto Cano.
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Chapluin’s Corper

Divine Appointments

By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Gary A. Pendrak
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

call him“uncle.” Thetitlewould mean moreto him than being called sergeant

inthe Corps.

| read aninteresting story theother day. It waswrittenby
Patsy Clairmont and appeared in Dr. James Dobson’ smag-

azine: “Focusonthe Family”.

Asthey left the planeand walked down thejetway, shecould seehisfamily
waiting and calling hisnameand cheering for him. Shecouldidentify hismoth-
er asshecovered her mouth to hideher sobbing. Thetears
poured down her armsand dripped off her elbows.

Patsy felt awkward standing there so shewent ontothe

Inher story, Patsy tellsof atrip she made by plane once.
Shearrivedat theairportlate, just barely gettingtotheplane
ontime. When shegot to her seat, it wasamiddle seat, not
an aisle seat or window seat. She hated middle seats, but,
looking around, she saw that therewereno other seatsavail-
able.

S0, she sat down and wondered how to makethe best of
the situation. She decided to pretend that she was Oprah
Winfrey and her seat partnerswere her guests on the show.
Shestarted talking tothelady on her right who madeit quite
obviousthat shedidn’t want to talk to anyone.

So, shestartstalking to theyoung man on her left. It turns
out that heisaMarine on hisway homeafter 18 monthsin-
volved with Operation Desert Storm. HisnameisMichael
and hetells her of home, and family, and friends. He had
never thought of himself asareligiousperson, but whilein-
volvedinDesert Storm, hehadlearnedtopray. Andhislife
had been changed.

Hetold her how they had been out and not seen awoman or child for four
months. When they droveinto Kuwait it was very emotional for all of them.
Women had waved from doorways, but he was more moved by the sight of the
children. Hekept thinking about hisnephews. He couldn’t wait to hear them

baggageclaimarea. But, for thefirst timein her life, she
prayed that her baggagewould be delayed so shecould see
theyoung Marineagain.

Sure enough, the entirefamily group got to the baggage
areato help himcarry hisduffel bag. Thenayoungster tod-
dled over and pulled on hispantsleg. Patsy realized that
thismust be one of hisnephewsthat hewas so eager to see.
When she noticed how young the boy was, she remem-
bered that the Marine had been gonefor ayear and ahalf.

How would the boy react tohisuncle? Michael’ sfacelit
up as hereached down and picked up theyoung boy. His
nephew wrapped his chubby |egs around the sergeant’s
waist, and hisarmsencircled hisneck. Thenthetoddler’s
mother came over and asked, “ Honey, who’ sgot you?”’

Theboy |looked up, hiseyesreflecting hishero, and said,
“It'sUncleMichael.”

Patsy Clairmont reflected that she had almost missed

being apart of thistender event because she had not wantedto sitinthemiddle
Seat

How many divineappointmentshaveweall missed becausewefound our cir-
cumstancesnot to bewhat weexpected? And our defiance hasrobbed usof His
even greater plan.
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Civil Affairs:

Pumping new life into a thirsty Honduran village

JTF-Bravo April 5,2002

Stor%/ and Photos By
Tech. Sgt.G.A.Volb
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs

Above: Children from the Honduran village of Repasto play in the water,
courtesy ofthenew pumpinstalled by members of Joint Task Force Bra-
vo's Civil Affairs team. Top: Maj. Tom Conerly, right, and Sgt. 1st Class
Buddy Leckietake awater sample from the new pump.

Nearly three years ago the cleanest
water supply in the tiny Honduran vil-
lage of Repasto went belly up.

Thelocal population-all 100 of them
- hadn'’ tthemoney or technical expertise
tofix themechanical failureof thewater
pump in the center of town. Sincethen,
the25familiesit affected havemadedai-
ly trekstothenearest river, or througha
rugged gorgeandfieldto another pump,
for their water sulp ly. Neither option
made for a cozy lifestyle, even given
their basic existenceinadobestructures.

OnMarch 26, however, their prayers
were answered when members of Joint
Task Force Bravo's Civil Affairsteam
put thefinishing toucheson anew water
pump. It saproject that beganlast year.

“Weinitially decided on the project
back in December following an assess-
ment trip into the local countryside,”
saidMaj. Tom Conerly, Community and
Rural Development Team leader for
JTF-Bravo' sCivil AffairsOffice. “What
wefoundwasthat every part of thepump
was seriously deteriorated, some parts
missing altogether. There was water
some 40 feet down in the well, but the
villagerscouldn’t gettoit. After talking
to the mayor, wefelt that the new pump
wasthemostimmediate needfor thelo-
cal population to improve their water
system- meaning possibleirrigationand
suchinthefuture.”

Conerly said the entire area of Hu-
muya, where Repasto is located, had
beenidentifiedasapilot district for their
Community and Rural Development
Program back in August. And since his
areaof expertisewasindrinkingwater it
wasanatura fit.

Given that members of the civil af-
fairsteamrotatein and out of Honduras
onasemi-regular schedule, it took sev-
eral visitsto extract the old pump, find
replacement material andinstall it. The
final cost came to just over $360, all
money donated by membersof the 350th
Civil Affairs Command at Pensacola,
Fla.,, — aUnited States Army Reserve
Center. Villagers, according to Conerly,
alsohad astakeintheproject besidesthe
eventual water supFIy.

“They hadto pull al theold partsand
ready them for pick up,” said Conerly.
“Pluschip away theold base plate made
out of concrete - no easy task the way
they do it. Then they had to rebuild the
formsand hel p set thenew baseplateand
pumpstand.” Thefinal product waswell
worth the effort judging by their reac-
tion.

Astheteam drove off following the

Avillager from Repasto begins chip-
ping away attheold concretebaseto
their water pump. Once finished,
they replaced the cement and water

pump.

first draws of water from the new pump,
thevillagersemptiedinto thesquareand
beganto enjoy thefruitsof their labor. A
much better option than river water fed
with farming runoff and used for wash-
ing and wastedisposal.

“Thewell,” emphasized Coneér(ljy, “at
least offerswater naturally filtered.”

Moreimportantly, it’ stheonly “true
water source we have,” said Leonardo
Mejia, a 54-year-old village elder.
“We're secluded here, soit’ sbetter than
havingtowalk aquarter miletoasecond
pump and carrying heavy bucketsback
uphills. It sanecessity familiesusehere
for everything from cooking and clean-
ingtotheobvious—drinking.”

Sgt.1st ClassBuddy L eckie, Civil Af-
fairsnoncommissioned officerincharge
andtrandator duringtheproject, said af -
ter three months “it was great to see it
comFI eted and satisfying to know the
familieshavebetter water now.”

Hesaidthat not being anative speak-
er of Spanishmadeit hard but interesting
work. “Water pumps and wells aren’t
part of my everyday conversion, so it
wasareal stretchfor metotranslateac-
Curately.”

In the end, the villagers have anew
pump and Civil Affairsteamsinvolved
Intheproject received real-world expe-
rienceand cultural awarenessintheir ar-
easof expertise.
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UNITED STAELS OF "AMERICA

Photoby 1stLt.Richard Komurek

Thepresidential party makes its way to Marine One as a 1-228 Black Hawk and crew stands by to escortthe president back to the international airport.

Bush

(Continued fromPage1)

flying the president around the capital city of San Sal-
vador, Scolasaid.

While the Chinooks were racing to befirst to the
the Salvadoran Military Academy wherethe president
wasto meet with other Central Americanleaders, one
of theunit’ sBlack Hawkstrailed the presidential hel-
icopter serving asits shadow for back-up transport if
required. Though 1-228 regularly provides distin-

guishedvisitor support tomilitary personnel, thepres-
Idential mission took the experienceto anew level.

“It was interesting to see all the things that take
place and the magnitude of support personnel in-
volvedinapresidential visit ... it'sahugeresponsi -
bility,” said Lt. Col. Willie Gaddis, battalion com-
mander, 1-228. “ It wasgood to seewhere our piecefit
into thebig puzzle.”

Fitting into the big pictureisexactly what 1-228
doesevery day whenit comesto the JTF-Bravo area
of operations. Being the solemilitary aviation asset
based in Central America, the battalion takes great
prideinsteppinguptoserveU.S. interestsinthere-

gion, said Gaddis. Beingthesoleaviationunitinthe
region canalsobringalot of pressure becausethere's
nobody elsetorely on, hesaid.

Theunit took the pressurein stride and performed
the presidential mission flawlessly, gaining acco-
ladesfor their professionalismfromthe Marineswho
routinely provide presidential helicopter support as
well asmembersof the White House staff.

“ltwasasenseof pridefor usand everybody want-
ed to do the best they could for the commander in
chief,” said Gaddis. “What we did in El Salvador
made a big differencein the overall picture of sup-
porting the president.”

-
Photo by 1stLt.Richard Komurek
A U.S. soldier works to build a school in the Chontales region of
Nicaragua during the New Horizons exercise. The school is one of
severalin Nicaraguaand El Salvador that U.S. military engineers are
building using a new construction technique in which resin panel
sections areassembled together and then filled with concrete.

Horizons —

(ContinuedfromPagel)

children attend school in adusty tin shed un-
der the harsh Salvadoran sun. The one-room
school househasnothing to offer thechildren
other than broken, rusty desks, asinglechalk-
board and aworn, torn cardboard floor.

Thenew two-room school house, built of
hi-tech resin panel sfilled with concrete, will
featuredectricceilingfansandinsulationto
keeptemperaturescool , two chalkboardsper
roomaswell asa27-inchtelevisionandthe
capability toaccessthelnternet.

Inanother villageonthesameday, aMed-
ical Readiness Training Exercise is taking
place providing much needed medical careto
families. Itisthelast day of treatment during
the 10-day medical exercisebeing conducted
by 30 medical personnel fromtheU.S. Army
Reserve' s 330th Combat Support Hospital
unit in Memphis, Tennessee. By the end of
the 10daysthey expect to have provided gen-
eral medical and dental careto about 6,500
patientsinaregion that lacksbasic medical
services.

“Everyonebenefits,” saidLt. Col. Arman-
tineWilliams, M edrete commander. Troops
receivevaluablemedical traininginrigorous
conditionsnot unlikeabattlefield and people
livinginpoverty get medical carethey other-
wise would not normally receive, she said.
“Thepeopleherearein need of somuchand
we' retryingto seeasmany peopleaswecan
withthemedicationsthat wehave.”

To the south in Nicaragua, U.S. and
Nicaraguantroopswork sideby sideduring

New Horizonsto build schoolsand medical
clinics in the remote southern region of
Chontales.

Though theregion hasnot been stricken by
natural disaster asin El Salvador, the sheer
remoteness of the Chontal esregion has con
tributed to theisolation and poverty there.

Togettothelocation of theNew Horizons
projectsfromthecapital city of Managuaone
must drivefivehoursonaroadthat lookslike
it has been shelled by mortar rounds. Upon
arrival tothisremoteareaat the beginning of
theexercise, U.S. troopsal so battled against
mother natureasunusually heavy rainsfell in
theareacreatingmudtwotothreefeet deepin
thetask forcebase camp area.

Whilethe benefitsto our Central Ameri-
canneighborsareclear, what arethe benefits
totheU.S. military spending millionsof dol-
larsand deployingtroopstotheregion?The
benefit can besummed upinoneword: train-
ing. Theability totrainforcesand doitina
way that benefitsour friendsand neighbors
createsawin-win situation for everyone.

“It'sagreat mission,” saidLt. Col. Patrick
Gallagher, Commander of Joint Task Force
Chontales.

Gallagher, from the 264th Engineer
Group, Wisconsin National Guard, says
training isthe key to the success of theNew
Horizonsexercises.

“Firstandforemostitisatraining mission.
All thelevelsthat get exercised here areall
the same things that have to be exercised
whenyou deploy intimesof war. That train-
ing isinvaluableto the participants and for
that reason alone these exercises are well
vKorth the bang for the buck that is spent on
them.”
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What is MWR
all about?

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Fire Dawgs help keep holiday safe

The massive celebration in Co-
mayagua Easter weekend brought vis-
itorsfromall over Central Americaand
theworld.

With suchlargenumbersof people
inthetown and on theroads, the JTF-
Bravo Fire Department lent ahand in
providing for asafe holiday weekend.

“We provided advanced rescue
equipment and emergency medical as-
sistanceduringtheevent; [theFireDe-
partment was| allowedtoprovidecare
for lossof life, limbor eyesight,” said
Air Force Master Sgt. Brad Truver,
deputy fire chief. “We assigned three
off-duty firefightersto each of thetwo
staging points.”

The staging points were located at
EnlaCuestadelaVirgen, 25 kilome-
terstowardsSiguatepeque, andat Enel
Rodeo, 15 kilometerstowards Teguci-
gapa

The department provided support
from 9 am. to 5 p.m. each day of the
holiday weekend. Thelocal bomberos
(firefighters) stayed throughout the
weekend, performing 24-hour opera
tionsand sleepinginageneral-purpose
medium tent that was|oaned out from
ARFOR, aong with drinking water
tanksfor thefirefighters.

Thedepartment alsoworked handin
hand with thelocal bomberoswashing
thestreetsthenight of the 28thto pre-
pare the streets for the sawdust paint-
Ings. Crewsgot special permissionto
operate their large water tankers off
basefrom 7 p.m. until 11 p.m. cleaning
therouteof the procession.

The Fire Dawgs were assisted in

ESTIME

Photo by Spc. M. William Petersen

A Honduran bombero and aU.S. Air Forcefirefighter work together to clean
the streets forthe following day’s activities in Comayagua. The Fire Dawgs
spentthe holiday weekend helping maintain the safety of the celebration

and its participants.

their effortsby the other unitsof JTF-
Bravo, including ARFOR and Joint
Security Forces. MEDEL a so provid-
ed medical suppliesin casethey were
needed. All coordinationamong JTF-B
elements went through Civil Affairs,
who devel oped the operations plan for
theevent. DynCorp al so provided sup-
port to set upthetents.

All the preparation and support for
the Fire Dawgsled to asuccessful op-
eration, accordingto Truver.

“Therewerenoemergenciesduring
the event because of proper planning
and safety precautions,” hesaid. “His-
torically, large numbersof vehicleac-
cidentsoccur withexcessivelossof life
and many seriousinjuries.”

Thejoint operationwasready at all
times, though. “We had atotal of six
personnel out there from 9 am. to 5
p.m.for four days. Thelocal bomberos
stayed 24-7 and sleptinthetents,” said
Truver.

The JTF-Bravo firefighters have
been supporting Comayagua’ s Easter
celebrationfor thelast 11 yearswithno
injury to JTF-B personnel or loss or
damageto equipment.

“The SRurposeisto foster apositive
relationship between JTF-B andthelo-
cal community by assisting the Co-
mayaguaFire Department with theset-
up and staffing of two emergency serv-
icesstaging pointsto assist trapped or
injured motorists,” said Truver.
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By Robin Gonzalez
MWR Manager

What is the Morale, Welfare and
Recreation Division, better known as
MWR? It is sports tournaments, li-
brary, travel and tours, fitness center,
wood, wicker and hammock crafts, ma:
rina, club, recreation center, equipment
rentals, movies, swimming Bool, spe-
cial eventsand appearancesby United
Service Organizations celebrities and
Armed Forces Entertainment bands.
Thatiswhat MWRis.

TheMWR program at Soto Canois
oneof thebest inthemilitary and offers
awide variety of eventsfor everyone
regardless of how long they stay in
Honduras. Best of al, 99 percent of the
activitiesarefree!

What isfree? Well, how about bike
and sports equipment rentals at the
recreation center, CDs, books, videos,
and computersat thelibrary, andwood,
wicker and hammock suppliesfor craft
projects. Toursto areassuch asLake
Y ojoaandthewaterfalls, Valley of An+
gels, and Siguatepeque are at no cost.
Thereisno chargefor visitsto Danli to
see how Honduran cigarsare made, to
view the “sawdust carpets’ in Co-
mayaguaon Good Friday or golf tripsto
Tegucigalpa. MWR even providesthe
driversandtransportationat no expense
to the customer. MWR also provides
freetransportationtotheMayanruinsat
Copan, to LaCeibafor carnival, to San
Pedro Sulatowatchworld-classsoccer
or see Miss Honduras Universe
crowned, andtoandfromtheairportsor
ferriesfor thosetripstotheBay Islands.

Need engraving doneor your tennis
racquet restrung? MWR offers these
services for free. There is no cover
charge to see celebrity showsas USO
comedians or Redskin cheerleaders,
AFE sponsored bands, or local bands
performing for special base-wide
events such as the annual Halloween
Bashor New Y ear’ sEve party. Enter-
tainment at theclub, tournamentsat the
recreation center, or MWR sponsored
special eventsare-yougotit-free! Ad-
ditionaly, therearecost-freewood and
boating safety classes, tennis, personal
fitnessinstruction, karate, tae-bo class
esand more.

For those programs where there are
costs, MWR continually strivesto offer
thehighest quality at theleast cost tothe
military. MWR even pa%saporti onof
theinitial openwater scuba, advanceor
rescue diving certification costs.
Horseback ridingtrips, boating at L ake
Y 0j0a, and hotel sthroughout the cour+
try areall at the most affordable rates
possible.

Now you know what MWR stands
for - lotsof terrific programsat hard to
beat pricesandlotsmorethat arefree!
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MV-22 Osprey flighttesting slated toresume

By LindaD. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —Defenseofficials
plantoresumeflight-testingtheMV-22
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft at the end of
April, accordingtothedepartment’ sac-
quisition chief.

But Peter Aldridge, undersecretary of
defensefor acquisition, technology and
logistics, qualified DoD’ sapproach to
reporterstoday at aPentagonroundtable
discussion: He won't approve the re
sumption of flight testinguntil he’ ssat-
isfied thetest plan meetsall the neces-
sary criteriaand all the recommenda
tionsthat study panels made after two
Osprey crashes that killed 23 service
members.

After thesecond crash, in April 2000,
defense officials canceled the Osprey
flight-testing program and limited pro-
ductionto“theminimumsustaining lev-
el,” Aldridgesaid. Marineofficialsalso
relieved the commander of the Osprey
squadron at New River Marine Corps
Air Station, N.C., following allegations
he ordered personnel tofalsify mainte-
nance records.

“TheNavy secretary and | will havea
final ‘return-to- flight’ review beforeit
actually startsflighttesting,” Aldridge
said. Thetest program will be* event-
driven,” not schedule-driven, he
stressed— if sometest pointsneedtobe
repeated, they’ || berepeated.

If we see some problems occurring
early intheflight test program, we may

Petty Officer 3rd Class Jerry Lowe directs an MV-22 Os-
preyinforlanding ontheflightdeck ofthe USS Essex off
the coast of Southern Californiaon Feb. 26,2000. The Os-
prey,withitsuniquetiltrotordesign,isonceagain going
through operational testing after test flight chrashes and

not continueit,” hesaid. “Wecould stop
and head off in another direction.”

into a problem. Defense officials are

Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Jason A. Pylarinos
resulting inevstigations red-lighted flight testing. The
tests aredesigned to evaluateits operational effective-
ness and stability for service with the Marine Corps and
Air Force. The Osprey may eventually replacethe CH-46
SeaKnightand CH-53D Sea Stallion.

reviewing alternatives,” Aldridge

Aldridge said Marine Commandant
Gen. Jim Jonesinsisted on having alter-
native aircraft in case the Osprey runs

looking at several, including upgraded
versionsof the CH-53 and UH-60 heli-
copters.

The commandant is “serious about

stressed. “Weall hopetheV-22isgoing
tobesuccessful, butincaseitisnot, he
has to have something in place to re
placetheir aging helicopters.”

Rumsfeld: U.S.forces will

Testing thewind... aid Afghan army training

By Gerry Gilmore _
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Plansareunder way for U.S. and
coalitionforcesto helptrain and createan Afghan na-
tional army, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
said today.

Theestablishment of an Afghanarmy isstill inthe
early stages, thesecretary told reportersat an afternoon
Pentagon pressconference. Rumsfeld said heexpects
“very small numbers’ of U.S. troopswould assistinthe
training.

“Whiletraining schedulesarestill being worked out,
current planscall for training cyclesof approximately
10 weeks each for a duration of something like 18
monthsfor thefirstunits,” hesaid. Henoted that Afghan
recruitswould be provided military training at theindi-
vidual, squad, platoon, company and battalion levels.

A cadre of commissioned and noncommissioned
Afghan officerswill a'so beformed“to assumethere-
sponsibility of trainingfutureAfghansoldiers,” Rums
feld noted. Heanticipated that the Afghans” might take
charge” of thetraining program by theend of theyear.

Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefsof Staff, noted that U.S. servicemembers
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Test pilot Maj. Dan Daetz, and Lt. Col. Dan Morin,aweapons system officer, drop two Wind Cor-
rected Munitions Dispensers over the Navy’s ChinaLaketestrange near Edwards Air Force
Base, Calif. Thiswas the first WCMD drop from an F-15E Strike Eagle. The WCMD is atail kit de-
veloped to replace the existing tails on cluster bomb dispensers. The new tail will enable these
weapons to compensate for the effects of wind, launch transients, and ballistic errors, achiev-
ing greatly improved accuracy. WCMD-equipped weapons are planned for use on the B-1
Lancer, B-52 Stratofortress, F-15E, F-16 Fighting Falcon, and F-117 Nighthawk aircraft.
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Upcoming TAP seminar

Soto Can’ seducation center isholding
aTransition Assistance Program seminar
April 15-17. Theseminar will helpmem-
bersseparating fromthemilitary or retir-
ing with resumes, federal applications,
interview techniquesandfilling out DD
Form 2648 (the preseparation counseling
checklist).

Call ext. 4101 toreserveaseat.

Safety hotline

The Safety Hotlineat Extension 4840
has been activated and isoperational 24
hoursaday. All JTF-Bravo personnel are
encouragedtoreport any conditionthatis
considered unsare or unhealthful totheir
supervisor.

Reports can be made verbally or in
writing on DA Form 4755. Reports can
also be made to anyone in the chain of
command or submitted anonymously to
theJTB-B Command Safety Officelocat-
edinbuilding A-80. All reportswill bein-
vestigated and theindividual advised of
theactiontaken.

New car sales

ExchangeNew Car Sales iscurrently
available for soldiers wishing to pur-
chaseaprivately owned vehicle, includ-
ing motorcycles, whilestationed at Soto
Cano Air Base.

The sales office is located near the
Base Exchangeand Joint Security Forces
building, and isopen Mondays-Fridays
from9am.to6p.m. and Saturdaysfrom
8 am. to noon. For more information,
callext. 4886 or 4883.

New pass policy

Thenew basepasspolicy issigned and
ineffect. Anyonewho may bring people
ontothebaseneedtovisit http://jtfb-web-
server/PA O/Linked%20Files/Base?020P
ass%20Policy.doc.

Thislink can be reached through the
JTF-Bravo webserver. The document es-
tablishesprocedures, limitationsand oth-
er important information for anyone at-
temptingto bring aguest on base.

Mandatory G6PD testing

MEDEL hasresumed G6PD testingfor
al ArmyandMarinepersonned. Thistesting
will bedonetwiceamonth onthefirst and
third Thursdays of each month from 8:30-
11:30am.

Tedting is required before troops finish
theirtour of duty at Soto Cano becausepeople
whoaredeficientintheG6PD enzymeshould
nottakethemd ariamedication. Air Forceper -
sonnd donotneedtotakethistest. For ques-
tions call MEDEL at ext 4183.

Army weight control
regulationunderreview

ByJoeBurlas
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — While the
Armyiscurrently reviewingitsrules
governing the weight control pro-
gram in Army Regulation 600-9,
don’t expect to see any changes be-
forefiscal year 2003.

That guidance and a message to
stick tothecurrent policy weresentto
senior noncommissioned officerslast
week by Sgt. Mgj. of the Army Jack
L. Tilleyina“SMA sends’ e-mail.

“Don’tletyour soldiersget caught
up in the speculation about changes
totheprogram,” hestated. “ Rest as-
suredthat any decisionswemakewill
bedrivenby what’ sbest for thehealth
of our soldiers and the readiness of
our Army.”

Last updatedin 1986, thelatest re-
view was partly prompted by a Gov-
ernment Accounting Office report
and aDepartment of Defense direc-
tive for the armed services to get
more standardized programs across
each.

Currently, weight control and
physical fitnessstandardsaredevel -
oped andimplementedindependent-
ly by each service.

Another reason for the review,
saidLt. Col. Margaret Flott, chief of
thelndividual ReadinessPolicy Di -
vision, Officeof theDeputy Chief of
Staff, G-1, isthe Army knows more
about healthissuesand physical fit-
nessbased upon medical sciencethan
itdidyearsago.

“When| joinedthe Army, wedid
physical training in combat boots
and fatigues,” Flott said. “ Soldiers
no longer wear combat boots when
doing PT becausewe now know that

practiceisnot healthy. Likewise, we
now wear appropriate clothing for
PT

“Thereview of theweight control
program is about using established
medi cal sciencebased uponthegen
eral (United States) population —
informationwedidn’thavel5years
agowhenthecurrent regulationwas

“Restassured that any
decisions we make will
be drivenbywhat'’s
bestforthe health of
our soldiers and the
readiness of our Army.”

—SMA Jack L. Tilley

written— and testing it to see what
is best for our soldiers and for the
Army.”

The Army isstill intheinforma-
tion-gathering stage of the review,
said Lt. Col. LindaWilliams, aG-1
Health Promotion Policy staff offi-
cer. Thenext stepwill betofieldtest
proposal sand practices, shesaid.

Following the field test, recom-
mendationsfor any changeswill be
staffed at both the Army headquar-
ters and major military command
levels— aprocesswhich could take
up to ayear — before any changes
might be made, Williams continued.

“We are reviewing our current
policy to determinewhether changes
should bemadeand what they should
look like,” Williamssaid. “Our ulti-
mate objective is to improve the
health and readiness of theforce.”

Air Force an-
nounces 2003
forcestructure
changes

WASHINGTON - Air Forceof -
ficialsannouncedfiscal 2003force
structure changes March 22 that
will resultinatotal increaseof 470
positions, 299 military authoriza
tions, 142 civilian authorizations,
and 29 drill authorizations.

The announcement specifies
theforcestructure changesexperi-
enced by the Total Force— active
duty, Guard, and Reserve.

Prior to making any decisions
concerning amajor movement of
forces, the Air Force will fully
comply withthespiritandrequire-
ments of the National Environ
mental Policy Act, officialsat the
Pentagon said.

In reference to manpower au-
thorizations, “military” equatesto
full-time active duty, Reserve, or
Guardauthorizations. “ Drill” indi-
catespart-timeAFRCor ANG au-
thorizations. “ Civilian” refers to
federa civil service, AFRCtechni-
cian, or ANG technician authoriza:
tions.

Theforce structure changesin-
cludeadjustmentsat themorethan
30installationsworldwide.

For afull listing of affected in-
stallations, visit:

Air ForceNews
http://www.af .mil/news/Mar20
02/n20020322_0449.shtml.

(Editor’s Note: This story ap-
pears courtesy of the Air Force
News Service.)
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involvedintraining Afghanscouldbe"inthelow hundreds,
at most.”

Hesaid thetraining “isdirectly” part of the U.S. mili-
tary’ s mission to ensure Afghanistan no longer is a safe
havenfor terrorists.

Myerssaid interim Afghan government leader Hamid
Karzai emphatically doesn’t want the United Statesto do
thesecurity job, but to providethe Afghansthewherewith-
a todothat job themselves.

Another issue, Rumsfeld noted, isfinding themoney to
train, equip and pay an Afghanarmy. Infact, headded, the
sizeof anational army would beproportionatetoavailable
funds.

Hesaidthe United Statesand coalition countriesaretry-
ingtoraisemoney for boththeinterimandfollow-oninter -
national security assistanceforcesand for thetraining of
the Afghanarmy.

Similar training arrangements are being discussed for

Y emen and the Republic of Georgia, Rumsfeld remarked.
Theintentistotrain soldierssothey can better defend and
fight against terrorism.

Myersnoted for reportersthat lessthan 600 U.S. troops
in Joint Task Force 510 are now providing advisory and
training support to the Philippinesin its fight with Abu
Sayyaf. That terrorist group hastiesto the al Qaedanet-
work.

U.S. and coalition troops in Afghanistan continue to
search cave complexeswithinthecountry, Myerscontin-
ued, finding small arms, rocket-propelled grenades, com-
puters, manual s, passports, phone lists, maps and bomb-
making notes.

Other searches, thegeneral noted, revealed that al Qae-
daterroristsmight havebeentrying to devel op anthrax at
several locationsin Afghanistan, including one near Kan-
dahar.

“Wedidfind some equipment that wasindicative (of),
perhaps, manufacturing anthrax,” Myerssaid. Headded,
“Some of the swabsthat wetook haveturned out positive
for anthrax.”

Theamountsdetected wereso small, however, that the
anthrax could be naturally occurring, Myersnoted.






