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Soto Canoopensgatestocommunity
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Visitors to Soto Cano Air Base’s Open Base Sunday getaclose up look at Honduran and American aircraft, like this CH-47 Chinook.

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Soto Cano Air Base opened itsgatesto the local
community Sunday during theannual Open Base.

Hundreds of visitors from the Comayagua area
braved the day’ sheat to get alook at the equi pment
and operationsof theHonduran Air Force and Joint
Task Force-Bravo.

Static displaysof variousaircraft, includingU.S.
Army helicopters and Honduran Air Force fixed
wingaircraft, wereavailablefor visitorsto not only
see, but explore. The Honduran Air Forceal so pro-
vided anairshow. Throughout theday, Honduran air-
craft likethe F-4 Phantom and the UH-1 Huey flew
over thecrowd.

Apart from the aircraft demonstrations, the fire-
fightersand Joint Security Forceswereonhandtogive
visitorsal ook at emergency servicesat Soto Cano.

TheMilitary Working Dog section of JSF offered
demonstrationsof their caninecomrades’ abilitiesin
crime prevention. The dogs displayed their disci-
pline, training and natural ability astheir handlersran
them through varioustasks.

Overall, theopen house gave Honduransabetter
understanding of their air force, theU.S. military and
thewaysthetwo work together here.

For more photos, turn to page 8

cue Team conducted nighttimetraining here.

Tech.Sg.VoIb
Pfc.Brooks Taylor,adiscjockey at Soto Cano Air Base, Honduras, has afel-
low soldier check out his gear beforerappelling from aBlack Hawk during
Search and Rescuetraining April 2. It was the first time the Search and Res-

Nighttraining gives SAR
team new experience

By Tech. Sgt. G.A. Volb
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs

Tooling around an airfield hanging
by arope attached to the underbelly of
aBlack Hawk roughly 180-feet in the
air happensto befuntor someof JTF-
Bravo’ sArmy contingent.

But not everyone initially takes to
the experience without going through
the normal ritual of stomach “butter-
flies” or abit of second-guessing.

Onesuch Army specialist however,
who confesses he had been alittle wet
behind the earsuntil acouple of weeks
ago, fought through theinitial fear that
comes with being of sound mind. He

entered theworld of tower and helicop-
ter rappelling, before adding the cher-
ry atop hiscamouflagecakeviaSPIES
training April 2 here.

It was then that members of the Joint
Task Force-Bravo Search and Rescue
Team strapped themsel vesunder ahel-
icopter and dangled as the chopper
swiftly moved from one end of the
flightline, around the perimeter of the
base and back.

For Spc. Eugene Burt, an adminis-
tration specialist from Daly City,
Calif., it was a fantastic experience -
after hewasdonewithit, thatis.

“1 wasnervousasheck beforehand,”

See NIGHT, Page 3
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TheUgly American Syndrome

By 1stLt. Richard Komurek
Public Affairs Officer

| hateto say it, but JTF-Bravo is afflicted with the
Ugly American Syndrome. In aworld where many
peoplestrugglefor daily survival (justlook outsidethe
gates of Soto Cano) many JTF-Bravo memberswaste
energy and resourceslikethereisnotomorrow.

Forthoseindenial, | suggest alook at JTF-Bravo’'s
energy consumption and therelated costs. What you
see should alarm you. Then take amoment to notice
your behavior andthat of thosearound you and youjust
might besurprised at what youfind being wasted.

Accordingto Basecivil Engineering, Soto Cano us-
esanaverageof 275,000 gallonsof water per day, with
only 10 percent of thisbeing used by theHonduran Air
Force. Isthisareasonableamount of water touse? | say
not, especially inaregionwheremany peoplewalk for
milesto fill water jugsin order to have water in their
homes. Itisthedry seasoninHondurasandfor thepast
several weeks there have been water restrictions in
Tegucigal pabecauseof aseverewater shortage. Soto-
morrow morning when you see someone shaving or
brushingtheir teethwitha faucet running full blast (us
esan average of 20 gallons of water each time), think
about the people in Tegucigalpawho currently have
water only two or three days per week for alimited
number of hourseach day.

What about el ectricity? JTF-Bravo doesn’' t farewel |
inthisregard and spendsan average of $2 million per
year foritselectrichill. Thatisabout 20 percent of the
annual budget. Soif there’snowood inthewood shop
or there’ sareduction in MWR activities, you have a

good ideawherethemoney hasprobably gone. A ma-
Jor sourceof wasted el ectricity onbaseistheoveruse of
approximately 900 conditioners. Doyou know some-
onewholeavestheir air conditioner onall day intheir
hoochwhilethey areat work? If JTF-Bravo only used
air conditionersfor only 12 hoursper day instead of 24
hoursaday, it would savenearly $46,000 eachyear. If
everyone turned off their computer and monitors at
night and on weekends when not in use JTF-Bravo
would saveabout $44,000 per year.

What doesthishaveto do withtheaverage Joe/Jane
spendingtheir six to 12 monthsat Soto Cano? It’ssim-
ple, beenergy smart each and every day. It doesn’'tre-
guire much effort, just some attention to detail. If
everyonefollowedthesefivesimpleconservationtips,
it would make ahuge impact on JTF-Bravo and save
limited resourcesand money.

* Report leaking faucetsand showers- Atonedrop
per second aleak wastes about 2,700 gallons per year

* Keep showers short- Every five minutesin the
shower uses 30 gallonsof water

* Don'tleave thefaucet running while shaving and
brushing teeth- Doing so uses20 gallonsof water.

* Turnoff air conditionerswhennotinabuilding

* Turn off computersand monitorsat theend of the
duty day

TheUgly American Syndromeisnot terminal andit
can be treated and overcome with minimal effort. |
know because| wasavictim of the syndromewhen |
first arrived in Honduras 10 monthsago. Although|
may never be 100 percent cured, | no longer take the
simplethingsinlifefor granted and | am morethankful
for theway of lifethat is afforded to me by being an
American.
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By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Gary A. Pendrak
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Here is a story about Thomas Lipton who |eft
homewhenhewas15yearsold. Withonly $8inhis
pocket, he said goodbyeto hisnative Scotland and
headed off to Americainsearch of fameandfortune.

After working at odd jobsfor anumber of years,
hereturnedto Scotland, and on histwenty-first birth-
day, heopenedthefirstinachainof food stores. Lat-
er, hebegan acareer asateamerchant.

Soon hewasoneof therichest menintheworld.
But, although Thomashad accomplished hisgoal of
fameandfortune, hestill had onen %l n? ambition
- hewanted to becomethe captain of thefastest rac-
ing yachtintheworld. Hewanted to win the most
prized trophy inyacht racing; hewantedtowinthe
America sCup,

At great expense, hebuilt oneof thefastest yachts
that ever sailed. Thenhebrought her, the Shamrock,
toAmericafor therace. Helost.

Notonetogiveintodefeat, hedecidedtobuilda
brand-new boat - oneeven better than hisfirst Sham-
rock. Soagainhepoured histimeand money intohis
second yacht. Again he sailed to America. And

Set Your SightsHigh

againhelosttherace.

Five times, with five different Shamrocks,

;I'homasLipton triedtowinthe America’ sCup and
Ost.

Although Lipton never did win therace, hedid
wintherespect and admiration of the American peo-
ple, for eachtimehelost therace, hehad nothing but
praisefor thewinners. Henever complained or felt
sorry for himself. Heaccepted hislosseslikeatrue
sportsman.

In hisquest to capturethe America sCuptrophy,
Lipton put hiswholeheartinto hisgoal. Hegave of
his time and his money - investing more than five
milliondollars.

Some people may say he was silly to get so in-
volvedinboat racing. But thepoint Isthat heset a
goal for himself, and he put all his energies into
reachingthat goal.

Doyou haveagoal that you areexcited about? Is
there something that you would liketo accomplish
beforetheend of your tour in Honduras?

| hope you have set goals for yourself. People
with goalsenjoy lifemorethanthosewhojust slide
through lifewithout direction.

Remember, thosewho haveapurposeinlife; live
life- onpurpose.

Somethingon
your mind?

LET US KNOW!

The Iguana is currently accepting
story ideas, letters to the editor, and
leadson newsworthy people, placesand
events.

Call ext.4150 or e-mail theeditor at
michael .peter sen@jtfb.southcom.mil.
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U.S. Army Safety Center
trains JTF-B personnel

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

A team of instructors from the U.S.
Army Safety Center visited Soto Cano
last week to address safety training and
concernsamong Joint Task Force-Bravo
personnel.

Theteam, madeup of warrant officers
andcivilians, conducted training classes
and consultation

months without a safety officer,” said
Morales. “1 looked around and thought
weneeded assistance.”

Morales discovered the safety team
on the Internet, and found out that the
teamwouldvisit Soto Canofor free.

Whilehere, theteam spent two daysin
classroomsteaching risk management,
POV and GOV safety training, and air
and ground saf ety on duty and off.

Besides training, the team looked at
maintenance,

for the whole

operations, the

spectrum of per- dining facility,
sonnel,  from MWR and the
teaching ground ammunition
safety to pri- supply point to
vatestoreview- - give JTF-B’s
ing operational - ~ command
level safety with ILS. ARMY SAFETY CENTER group an idea
JTF-B’s com- of whatisbeing
mand group. done well and

The USASC is a Department of the
Army-level function located at Fort
Rucker, Ala., asatenant activity.

As part of its mission, the USASC
providesrisk management assistanceto
unitsinthefield aroundtheworld.

“Thebasisfor achieving safety isrisk
management,” said George K.
Greenauer, safety and occupational
health manager for theUSASC. “Weap-
ply risk management to vehicle opera-
tions, aviation operations, ground sys-
temsoperationsand personal safety.”

Thevisitisafirst for the 3-year-old
USASC team, and was long overdue,
said Mike A. Morales, occupational
safety and health specialistfor JTF-B.

“When | arrived, we had gone 18

what could be done better, according to
Morales.

Theoverall assessment wasapositive
one.

“Safety isaliveandwell hereat Soto
Cano because there is good command
support,” said Greenauer. “ The persor-
nel areawareof hazards, and that should
continueto be nurtured and built upon.”

Morales is hoping to accommodate
therotating personnel of JTF-B by mak-
ingthe Safety Center team’ svisitanan-
nual occurance.

Safety concerns can be brought to
Moralesat the JTF-B Safety Office. The
officeislocated in building J-80. Per-
sonnel can also call the safety hotline at
ext. 4840.

Parting gift

Tech. Sgt. RichardJamison,noncommissioned officerin charge of Air
Traffic Control and Landing Systems maintenance control, puts thefin-
ishingtouches on aunitsign.Jamison,amember of AFFOR 612th Air
Base Squadron, took up the one-man project prior to his departure from
Joint Task Force-Bravo to Ramstein Air Base, Germany, in hopes that his
section would get pride and recognition from it.
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Gravid Trap

Bravoarea

other vector-bornediseases.

4500/4200.

MOSQUITO SURVEILLANCE

Withthearrival of thewet season soon, the Preventive M edicine Section
of MEDEL will beconducting M osqguito Surveillancethroughout the JTF-

MEDEL asks for your cooperation in their efforts by refraining from
touching or removing any of themosquitotraps. The purposeof thetrapsis
to collect specifictypesof mosquitoesthat areknowntotransmit malariaand

If you have any questions please call Preventive Medicine at ext.

Mosquito Light Trap

NIGHT

Continued from Page 1

headmitted. Andwho could blamehim,
he spends much of hisnormal duty day
filing, typing and keeping records
straight. “I’d go asfar assaying | was
scared, but not terrified - a controlled
fear.”

Having been through the tower ver-
sion of rappelling, he had someidea of
what hewasinfor. “Withrappelling, at
least | have control over the speed at
which | head toward the ground. Y ou
doall your checkspriortodoingit, so
you’ reconfident everythingwill work
out. It’snot likejumping out of an air-
plane were you might find yourself
hoping the chute actually opens.”

Burt even backed out earlier in the
day instead, opting to do alittle more
work behind the cozy confines of his
four-legged aircraft. I1t's much safer
flying adesk around, he agreed.

Eventually though, he ran out of
things he could useto rationalize put-
tingthetraining off. “I kept telling my-
self | have too much to do,” he said.
“Oncel wasall caught upthough, | had
nomoreexcuses. | knew I’dhavetogo
that night.”

SoBurt, alongwithmorethanadozen
participantsduring thetraining, took his

turn rappelling out of a helicopter 70-
feet off the tarmac and zipping around
theflightline, alasoldier-on-a-rope.

SPIEStraining, or the Special Patrol
Infiltration Ex-filtration System, and
therappellingisaregular requirement
for membersof the SAR team accord
ingto Army 2nd Lt. Joseph Ayoub, of -
ficer incharge of the SAR Team. Those
who'’ve doneit return with that |ook of
adrenalinerush ontheir face, looking
forward to the next go around. Burt
wasno different.

“l really felt good,” said Burt. “| felt
more comfortable going through it
thenthinkingaboutitbeforehand.|’m
looking forward to doing it again.” It
was asuccess across the board.

“Our SARmemberswerequalified,
rappel mastersutilizedtheir skills, and
it gavethe (1st Battalion) 228th Avia-
tion Regiment pilotsan opportunity to
become certified on rappelling and
SPIES procedures,” said Ayoub,
adding that thistraining wasthefirst at
night for the SAR team here.

Luckily, for anyonefeeling theurge
to try the samething, Ayoub said he'd
gladly accept anyone, aslong asthey’re
notonaprofile.
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Mountain of donationsarrives forareaorphans

By Tech. Sgt. G.A. Volb
Public Affairs Superintendent

One of the most gratifying moments a member of
Joint Task Force-Bravo will experienceiswhen they
hand over clothing and toysto children at alocal or-
phanage.

The resulting smiles make the assignment at Soto
CanoAir Base, Honduras, uniquely memorable, many
evendecidingto continuetheeffort oncethey’ verotat-
ed stateside again.

Due to Soto Cano’s small size, however, much of
what isdistributed to social programs off base comes
from statesideorgani zations. Suchwasthecase April 1
when two pallets of donations arrived from the Air
Commando Associationat Hurlburt Field, Fla.

A C-130aircraft, already scheduledfor training here
and onitsway regardlessof what was aboard, used the
extraspace aboard to bring the goodies. And the base
populationinvolvedin humanitarian gesturesthrough-
out thelocal areawasthrilled.

“1t’ salwaysniceto beableto shareour successwith
others less fortunate,” said Air Force Capt. Randy
Whitecotton, chief of engineering and one of many in-
volvedintheprogram. “ Thepossibility of humanitari-
an effortslikethisisone of the main reasons| volun-
teered for this assignment, instead of other remote
tours. Being afather of two myself, it also helps me
whenmissing my own children.” Much of what wasre-
ceived this time around apparently had children in
mind.

Therewasenough youth clothing, toys, and shoesto
keep several baseprogramswell supplied. It wasawel-
comeaddition sinceeach of themajor organi zationson
base hastheir handsin somecharitablepursuit.

Asabonuswiththedelivery, therewereseveral ap-

lianceshardto comeby herelikerefrigerators, andin-
ant necessitiessuchasstrollers.

“I"'m surethey’ll be hot items,” said Whitecotton,
addingthat the shiment wasdividedinto severa groups
of 16-boxeseach soall themajor unitsgot afair share.

Above: Oneofthe Air Forcevolunteers takes alook
atthedonations.

Right: The boxes and their contents, including
strollers and toys for children, were accounted for
forequal distribution.
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Air Forcepersonnelunload apile of boxesreceived for donations tolocal orphanages. Oncethe shipment
arived, theairmen worked to divideit equally for distribution among thelocal orphanages.

The beneficiaries of Joint Task Force Bravo’'s en
deavors are places like the Santa Ana Orphanage for
teenagegirls, Clementina sChildren’ sKitchen, andthe
San Antonio de Paduahomefor young boysand girls.
Inthecaseof Clementina sChildren’ sKitchen, hesaid,
it'salwaysatreat tovisit.

“She’ sasweet oldlady who hasdevoted her lifeto
improvingthelivesof childrenfromthetown,” hesaid.
f‘l_She’ salwayshuggingand praying for usand our fam-
ilies.”

“Itjust leavesyou with agood feelinginside,” said

Air ForceMaster Sgt. JamesClark, assignedtotheciv-
il engineering element here. “Orphanage visits and
proj ects associated with New Horizons, like building
schoolsand roads, aregreat.” New Horizonsisanan-
nual exercise involving civil engineers and medical
personnel who travel to impoverished areas of Latin
Americatowork ontheir skills, whileproviding real -
world humanitarian assistance asacollateral benefit.

“1 don’ t think many Americansrealizehow goodwe
haveit,” said Air Force Capt. Celiann Gonzal ez, now
stationed stateside, but along-time enthusiast regard-
ing humanitarian programshere. “ Themost important
thing | learned from my tour at Soto Canowasto live
lifetoitsfullest, and | learned that fromtheyoung boys
and girlsat theorphanages.”

Goodsdonatedincluded clothes, shoes and toys.
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Alltogether now...

The members of Joint Task Force-Bravo’s Army Forces set offona morn-
ing runApril 5. Leading the way was Maj. Mario D. Matos, ARFOR executive
officer,and Sgt. Robert Hutchinson, chaplain’s assistant, carrying the col-
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ors.Therunof roughly three miles kicked off aday of “pay day activities,”
including awards presentations, quarterly training requirements and JTF-
Bravo commander Col. Michael Okita's call-in radio show.

Comayagua: discover former capital’s living history

By Robin Gonzalez
MWR Manager

Churches, market places, plazas, museums, Honduran cooking, “ sawdust car -
pets’ during Semana Santa, and centuries of history
arejust part of what makesup Comayagua.

Richwith Lencalndianand Spanishtradition, Co-
mayaguaislocated just about the center of Honduras
inarich, agricultura valley.

Archaeol ogists have found evidence of civiliza-
tionsasold as8,000yearsinthevalley, but thetown of
Comayaguawasnot permanently settled until 1537 by
the Spanish Conquistadors.

After quellinganational uprisingled 2% thefamous
Lencalndian Chief Lempira, the Spanisnruled Hon-
durasuntil 1821 when the country gained it’ sinde-
pendenceand Comayaguabecametheofficial capitol.

Inthelate 1800’ sthe capitol was moved from Co-
mayaguatoitscurrent location in Tegucigal pa. One
explanationfor thismovewasthat thethen President’s

e e gEhE o e S
e e

mousfor acoupleof things; thecenturiesold church with theoldest continuously
working clock intheworld and the* sawdust carpets’ created for theannua Good
Friday procession.

Thecathedral wasbuiltinthe1100' sandinthe 1600’ s Spain presented aclock for
thetower asatoken of their esteem. At thetimeof presentation, theclock wasalready
several hundredyearsold. Itisnot aspectacularly deco-
rated clock, but it has, and continuesto keep, accurate
time.

A legend surrounding the cathedral isthat the Spanish
priests supposedly removed all the gold artifacts and
statuesfromthealtar for saf ekeeping duringthefight for
Honduran independence.

Inorder to prevent therebel sfromtaking thegold, the
Spanish constructed wooden altarpieces and painted
them with athin veneer of gold. Unfortunately, no one
hasever foundthehiddengoldartifacts.

Thetradition of the* sawdust carpets’ wasbrought to
Comayaguafrom Guatemalain the early 1900s by the

randmother of the owner of the VillaReal restaurant
therestaurantispart of thefamily homethat hasbeenin
thisfamily since 1750).

wifedid not believe Comayaguasociety wastreating
her tothe social standardsshe set, so she convinced her husband torelocate.
Another explanation isthat the President’ sgirlfriend lived in Tegucigal paso he
relocated leaving hiswifein Comayagua. Asinteresting asthese explanationsare,
thereal reason wasbased on politicsand thefact that the silver mining companies
(and money) werein Teguciga pa.
Today Comayaguaisathriving Honduran town of 60,000inhabitantsandisfa-

: On Good Friday, hundreds of people start to create
elaborate carpets made of colored sawdust and salt. By 9 am., 24 different and
unigue* sawdust carpets’ havebeen created andready for theViaCrucis(way of the
cross) procession. ThisGood Friday event has grown over the years so that today
thousands of Hondurans observe and/or participate.

Fact or fiction, old or new, Comayagua has something for everyone. Stop by
MWR Travel and Tours, H-401, and | et ushel p you discover Comayagua.
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Electrified BDUs definitely
aren’tyour father’s fatigues

By Curt Biberforf
Armed Forces Press Service

NATICK, Mass.— Using afinger of
hisglove, asoldier determinesif wateris
safetodrink. Hetakesarolled- up cloth
keyboard from hispocket, plugsitinand
startstypingamessage. Callingfor sup-
port, hisradio sendsandreceivessignals
using an antenna blended into his uni-
form.

Througha1998 Small Businessinno-
vativeResearch programknown asElec-
tro-Optic Fabric Concepts for Combat

A universal serial bus cable was
manufacturedinto athin, flexibleand
wearable cable with flat, low-profile
connectorsthatcanbeintegratedin-
to clothing.

Clothing, researchersat the Army Sol-
dier SystemsCenter herearedevel oping
textilesthat cantransport power and da
tasafely and efficiently.

“After looking into state-of-the-art
materials for a variety of protective
clothing applications, it became clear
that therewaspotential toachievearev-
olutionary improvementin performance
if electronics- and optics-related tech-
nologiescould be successfully integrat-
edintotextiles,” saidtextiletechnol ogist
Carole Winterhalter.

Although the battle dress uniform
providescamouflageand environmental
protection, it may also become awear-
able electronic network that transports
data to and from a soldier’s wearable
computer.

Like alocal area network, soldiers
personal areanetwork would open new
opportunitiesfor battlefield lethality and
survivability. The network could be
made to detect chemicals, prevent
friendly firecasualtiesby providing pos
itive identification, and monitor a sol-
dier’ sphysiological condition.

Thefirst stepindevel oping the PAN
was also the program’s first success.
Natick and small business partner Fos-
ter-Miller Inc. of Waltham, Mass., de-
veloped atextile-based version of auni-
versal serial buscable.

Researchers picked the USB because
itisacommonly useditem, for instance,
in desktop and laptop computers. The
relatively stiff and heavy USB cable—
often the size of acomputer mouse cord
—wasmanufacturedintoathin, flexible
andwearablecablewithflat, low-profile

Graphic Art by Steve Smith

The battle dress uniform may become a wearable electronic network that
transports datato and fromatroop’s wearable computer. Amodular load-bear-
ing vest with abuilt-in radio antennawill be evaluated this year.

connectors. It can be integrated into
clothingandiscurrently under consider-
ation in an advanced combat uniform
program.

“ After testing and evaluation, it actu-
aly functioned like a normal USB,”
Winterhalter said. L earning that power
and datacan besent throughtextiles, the
next step isto determine how and where
to placethesensorsthat will transmitin-
formationtothesoldier’ scomputer. She
said sensorscould be attached or embed-
ded into thematerial or bethefabricit-
self, and could belocated on theinside,
middle or outside layer of the clothing
system.

“Integration of both the electronic
network and sensors al so presents new
design issues and human factorsissues
of safety, comfort, performance and
durability,” shesaid.

Thesuccessof thewearablecableled
to other applications, suchasawearable,
flexible and textile-based squad-level
antennafor atactical communications
radio. The antennawas integrated into
theModular Lightweight Load-carrying
Equipment vest. Its advantages over
standard 30-inch-longwhip antennasare
they conform to wearers bodies and
don’t compromisetheir silhouettes.

The antennavest is ajoint develop-
ment effort with the U.S. Communica
tionsand Electronics Command, and it
supportstheir advanced antennascience
andtechnology objective. Natick devel-
opedtheantennaand led theintegration
efforts while CECOM developed the
electronicswitchingdevices. A perform:
ance eval uation of thevest will be con-
ductedthisspring withafollow-on safe-
ty effortinthefall.

Thetechnology devel oped under the
SBIR programthat supportsboththeca
bling and antenna efforts was patented
and licensed to Malden Mills in
Lawrence, Mass. The company wanted
to make an unusual fleece heat blanket
and succeeded by folding ribbon-like
Natick power buses under the fabric
bindings at each end and connecting
them to heating elements made of su-
perfineconductivefibersknit rightinto
thefleece material.

She said Malden Mills wanted an
el ectric blanket without the stiff, bulky
wirestraditionally used. Thenew blan-
ket islighter, more flexible and can be
machine-washed and dried. Pluggedin,
itwarmsevenly using the sameamount
of power asa100-watt light bulb.

“It’ sasuccessful example of military
research in electro- textilesthat’ s been
appliedtothecommercial market,” Win-
terhalter said. “We were amazed and
pleased with how quickly thetechnol o-
gy wastransferred and used.”

(Curt Biberdorf is the editor of “ The
Warrior,” magaznepublishedbytheArmy
Soldier SystemsCenter, NatickMass.)

Soldiers
bring relief
after Afghan
earthquake

By Cpl. Holly Plata
314th Press Camp Headquarters

KABUL, Afghanistan— Three
Chinook helicoptersswoopedinto
Nahrin, a small town of adobe
buildingsinnorthern Afghanistan,
after an earthquakethereMarch 25
killed at least 700 local residents.

As people ran from the dust
cloudsthat billowed up when the
helicopterswerelanding, infantry
soldiersfrom the 101st Airborne
Divisionimmediately jumped out
of the Chinooks and formed a
perimeter aroundtheaircrafttose-
cure thelanding zone. They were
ready for action.

Sowerethecivil affairssoldiers
standing by with a team of 30
Afghan workers ready to unload
much-needed supplies to the
earthquake-stricken village.

When Brig. Gen. David
Kratzer, commander of the Coali-
tion Joint Civil-Military Opera
tions Task Force, heard of thedis
asterinNahrin, hequickly senthis
soldiersto help.

“The CICMOTF iswell-suited
for thissort of mission becausewe
bridge the gap between war and
peace. Inthiscase, wearebridging
the gap between disaster and nor -
mal life,” saidKratzer, whoisalso
thedeputy commanding general of
the 377th Theater Support Com-
mand, an Army Reserveunit out of
New Orleans, La.

The CICMOTF, based in Kab-
ul, sent out itsimmediatereaction
forceandfour of itsmedical staff
toconduct aninitial assessment to
seewhat was needed.

“Weset up ground coordination
withtheUnited Nationstolet them
know we were coming in to hand
over goodstobedistributed,” said
Sgt. 1st Class Michael France,
withthe489th Civil AffairsBattal-
ion,an Army Reserveunitbasedin
Knoxville, Tenn.

The489th soldiersproved that
flexibility and creativity are the
keysto humanitarian missions.

“ Asthe needs of the peopleon
the ground changed, we called
back and changed the shipments
mid-route,” said France, who is
from Strawberry Plains, Tenn.

Part of thetask force’ smission
wasto layout thelanding zonefor

See QUAKE, Page 7
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Directive 1 changes

As of April 16, changes have been
madeto sectionsof JTF-Bravo Directive
1. Toseethelatest policy changes, goto
the JTF-B intranet (http://jtfb-webserv-
er/) and click on the lates E-News at the
top of thepage.

Airport Shuttle

The Soto Cano airport shuttlebuswill
beginleaving the baseat 8 am., starting
April 13. Thisis due to the change in
flight times to the United States from
Tegucigalpa.

Safety hotline

The Safety Hotlineat Extension 4840
hasbeen activated and isoperational 24
hoursaday. All JTF-Bravo personnel are

encouragedtoreport any conditionthatis
considered unsare or unhealthful totheir
supervisor.

Reports can be made verbally or in
writing on DA Form 4755. Reports can
also be made to anyone in the chain of
command or submitted anonymously to
the JTB-B Command Safety Officelocat-
edinbuilding A-80. All reportswill bein-
vestigated and theindividual advised of
theactiontaken.

New car sales

ExchangeNew Car Sales iscurrently
available for soldiers wishing to pur-
chaseaprivately owned vehicle, includ-
ing motorcycles, whilestationed at Soto
CanoAirBase.

The sales office is located near the
Base Exchangeand Joint Security Forces
building, and isopen Mondays-Fridays
from9am. to 6 p.m. and Saturdaysfrom
8 am. to noon. For more information,
callext. 4886 or 4883.

Calibration Team

For all organizations requiring cali -
brations, the TMDE calibration teamis
on base for the next month to calibrate
equipment. They need sometimeto pre-
Earethei r tool sand equipment but should

eready to support withintheweek.
For moreinformation, call ext. 4370.

Mandatory G6PD testing

MEDEL hasresumed G6PD testing for
al ArmyandMarinepersonnd. Thistesting
will bedonetwiceamonth onthefirst and
third Thursdays of each month from 8:30-
11:30am.

Testing is required before troops finish
theirtour of duty at Soto Cano becausepeople
whoaredeficentintheG6PD enzymeshould
not take the malariamedication. Air Force
personnel do not need to take thistest. For
guestions call MEDEL at ext 4183.

Cellular phones may
posethreaton
future battlefields

By Staff Sgt. A.J. Bosker
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Onthebeattlefield of the near future, the
biggest threat to military communi cationsand satellite opera
tionsmay not comefromtheenemy. It may bethe* bandwidth
encroachment” caused by the dramatic increase in the use of
consumer cellular phonesand other wirelesshand-held devices.

“Thisthreat istheresult of theexpl osivegrowthwehavewit-
nessedinthecivilian demand and competitionfor useof thera:
diofrequency spectrum,” saidBrig. Gen. Michael A.Hamel, di-
rector of Air Force spaceoperationsand integration at the Pen-
tagon. “ Aswemovefurther into theinformation age, that com-
mercia demand for bandwidth only increases.”

Encroachment intheradiofrequency spectrumissimilar to
thegradual lossof accesstotest-rangelandtheAir Forceexpe-
rienced asprivate hous ng and busi nessdevel opmentssprouted
up in what was once wide-open spaces, said Nelson Pollack,
technical director at the Air Force Frequency Management
Agency.

Theradiofrequency spectrum, likeland, isfinite, sothispres
entsaseriousconcernfor Air Forceoperations.

The competition for bandwidth between the military and
commercial sector hasalready affected certain Air Forcemis
sions, Pollack said.

“We havelost accessto 75 percent of the frequency bands
usedfor flight-testing new aircraft,” hesaid. “Wewill now have
to spend scarceresourcesto movemoretest requirementsinto
our singleremaini n? frequency band.”

Overtimethiswill resultinincreased delaysintest programs
based solely on thelack of sufficient spectrum to conduct si-
multaneoustesting, said Pollack.

Another areaof great concerntoHamel isin spaceoperations,
whereunimpeded accessto useof thespectrumisvital.

Space systems, especially satellites, are operated exclusive-
ly through use of the RF spectrum and many of the systemsor -
biting Earth, and till inuseby themilitary today, werelaunched
befctjarethe rapid growthin civilian demand for bandwidth, he
said.

“Restrictionsthat limit certain frequency bandscan bedetri-
mental to the command and control of these space assets,” he
said. “Weneedtohaveaclear, |long-rangeapproachto ensuring
access to the RF spectrum given our growing dependence on
space.”

Paving the way

2 s
Photo by Sr. Airman Danielle Upton
Staff Sgt. Chuck Risinger, from the 823rd Ex-
peditionary Red Horse Squadron at Al Udeid
Air Base, Qatar, operates a slip-form paver.
Squadron peopleareresponsiblefor building
a new ramp at Al Udeid; the project is the
largest ever underaken by the squadron.

CARNIVAL in La Ceibawith MWR

MAY 24-27
Hotel Package (3Nights4 Days)
Flamingo Hotel Single $93.00
Double$112.00

ParisHotel Single$119.00

Double $130.00

SignUpbefore April 22,02
Visit MWR Toursand Travel Office
formoreinfo.
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several helicoptersinanearby field.

gallon containersof water, 1,238 cas

Some of the urgent needs were

After the Chinooks landed, the task
forcewasin chargeof off-loadingand
sorting the supplies.

“l was in charge of a team of
Afghanshiredto help off-loadthe CH-
47s,” said Spc. Larry Sellers, a489th
soldier from Somerset, Ky.

The 489th soldiers and Afghan
workers had some difficulties with
language barriers at first, but they
quickly devel oped basic hand signals.
Soon they were all working together
without any trouble, Sellerssaid.

Theoperationlastedfor threedays
in which thousands of supplieswere
unloaded. Thegroup unloaded atotal
of 380 dufflebagsfull of cold-weather
clothing, 125 casesof dates, 154 five-

esof bottledwater, 261 bagsof whezat,
420 casesof MREs (M eals-Ready-to-

Eat), and 95 boxes of blankets. Tents
for temporary shelter werealsodeliv-

ered.

They delivered 1,980 poundsof ba
sic medical supplies, as well as 792
pounds of infusions, 528 pounds of
drugs, 242 poundsof reusablemedical
supplies and 202 pounds of health
equipment.

The CIJCMOTF Public Health
Team saw 400 patientstheir first day
on the ground and 120 on the second
day. Theheathteamalsometwiththe
minister of public health, Dr. Sohila
Sedqui, and her team, to assist them
withwhatever they needed.

food, water, clothing and blanketsfor
the patients, especially because some
of themwereonthebaregroundinthe
harsh cold of themountains.

“It was alot of hard work, but we
didagoodthing. | believeitwill help
the people of Afghanistan. It was a
good effort to get suppliesto an area
that might not have gotten them if
therehadn’ t beenan earthquake,” said
Mgj. David Floyd, amedical service
officer with 3rd Medical Command,
from Bluff Park, Ala.

When the soldiers|eft they turned
all of thesuppliesover tointernational
organizationsand non-governmental
organi zationsto compl etethedisaster
relief.
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