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MEDRETE ...

Air ForceLt. Col.Betty Haywood, nurse from Wilford Hall Medical Center,
San Antonio, cares forachild after surgeons performed eye surgery on
herduring an eyesurgery medical readiness training exercisein Cholute-
caHonduras Jan.15. Forthecomplete story, see pages four and five.

Bilateral agreement works in
place of SOFA In Honduras

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs Superintendent

uary 1994 marked a point in
[he JTF-Bravo history as the
ringent strings of lockdown
wereopened and apasspolicy ingtituted.
Withthat privil ege, muchlikewhat we
experiencenow, camearesponsibility to
know how thelocal community would
react to you and specifically what rights
you may have, and what happenswhen
bad situations occur.

Soto Cano has an uncommon
arrangement by which we operatewith-
out aformal Statusof ForcesAgreement,
or SOFA as many career military have
cometoknow. Wedo operate under the
1954 Bilateral Military Assistance
Agreement. Essentially,theBMAA was
created to establish peaceand tofurther
protect thefree-world by combiningvar-
ious aspectsof U.S. and Honduran mili-
tary personnel, operationsand assetsin
the Republic of Honduras. What result-

edwasageneral agreement focusing on
joint cooperationfromwhichadditional
protocols of operation could be agreed
upon.

Currently protocols | and 11 further
outlinetheoriginal bilateral agreement.

Protocol | of the 1954 Bilateral Mili-
tary AssistanceAgreementwasdrafted
inMay 1985 and wasfinalized April 9,
1987. Thisprotocol defined threeele-
ments: criminal charging procedures,
custody rights, and guaranteed U.S. rep-
resentation.

Criminal charging proceduresessen-
tially gave Hondurasthe primary right to
prosecutewithinHonduras. Therearea
few exceptionswherethemilitary would
haveexclusiveri 3ht toprosecute. These
situations would be: offenses strictly
against theUnited States, offensescom-
mitted whileon official duty, andinin-
stances where Honduras declines the
right to prosecute. In all other cases
United States personnel will process

See SOFA, Page7

History Month observed in February

In recognition of February being
Black History Month and in the wake of
hisbirthday, thelguanapresentsthefol-
lowing speech.InAugust 1963, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. stoodinthe shadow of
theLincoln Memorial and gavethefol-
lowing speech. Thefollowing courtesy
of www.thekingcenter.com.

Five scoreyearsago, agreat Ameri-
can, inwhosesymbolic shadow westand
signed the Emanci pati on Proclamation.
Thismomentous decree came asagreat
beaconlight of hopetomillionsof Negro
daveswho had been searedintheflames
of witheringinjustice. It cameasajoy-
ous daybreak to end the long night of
captivity. But one hundred years|ater,
wemust facethetragicfact that theNe-
groisdtill not free.

Onehundredyearslater, thelifeof the
Negroisstill sadly crippled by the man-
acles of segregation and the chains of
discrimination. Onehundred yearslater,
the Negro lives on a lonely island of
poverty in the midst of avast ocean of
material prosperity. Onehundredyears

later, theNegroisstill languishinginthe
corners of American society and finds
himself anexilein hisown land.
Sowehavecomeheretoday todram-
atize an appalling condition. In asense
we have cometo our nation’ scapital to
cash acheck. Whenthearchitectsof our
republicwrotethe magnificent wordsof
the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence, they were signing a
promissory notetowhich every Ameri -
canwastofal heir.
Thisnotewasapromisethat all men
would be guaranteed the inalienable
rightsof life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Itisobvioustoday that Amer-
icahasdefaulted onthispromissory note
insofar as her citizens of color are con-
cerned. Instead of honoring thissacred
obligation, AmericahasgiventheNegro
peopleabad check which hascomeback
marked “insufficient funds.” But were-
fuseto believethat the bank of justiceis
bankrupt. Werefuseto believethat there

SeeDream, Page8
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Commanders Corner
Accidents happen anytime, be prepared

By Lt. Col. Mike Ryckeley
AFFOR Director of Operations

The individual had just picked
up a“loaner” car to useat college
whilehiscar wasbeingfixedinthe
shop. Itwouldbeat |east aweek for
repairs to be completed and he
needed a vehicle to get back and
forth to class. He was in a good
mood because hewasasenior with
only aquarter and ahalf of school to
complete before he went to Air
Forcepilot training school. When
he had stopped for gasan hour ago,
the seat belt automatic retrieval
systemfailedtoretract, leavinghim
withthreefeet of unusabl e seat belt.
Granted, it was uncomfortable
drivingwithout aseat beltashewas
accustomed to, but he was almost
home. Heck, he’ d never had atick-
et or warning since he started driv -
ing. Beingsuchacareful driver, he
doubted hewould needit beforehe
could get it repaired next week.

Thesun hadjust set ashepulled
off thehighway after atwo-hour re-
turntrip homeduring theweekend.
He knew this section of road like
the back of his hand. The speed
limitwasfifty-fiveandthefirstfive
miles were straight as an arrow,
with only onetrafficlight adjacent
tothecounty hospital. After aright

turn at the light, the road was
straight andlevel for threemilesbe-
fore entering a gentle, half-mile
left-hand curvethat would eventu-
ally straighten out, ending at astop
sign. Afterthestopsign, itwason-
ly another mile to his house. He
wasonly ninemilesaway. Hewas
almost home,

Ashereachedthehospital traffic
light, herealized how quickly the
sun had set. Turning on the car
headlights, he mused to himself
that it was almost time to turn the
clocks back for daylight savings
time. He hesitated at the light,
yielding to a paramedics ambu-
lance returning from some sort of
emergency call. After the ambu-
lance had passed, he completed the
right turn, reminiscing how heen-
joyedthispeaceful stretch of road.
Having a level gentle turn, there
werenostreetlightstobreak upthe
treelineagainst theclear night sky.
Theroadsidetrees, combined with
thelevel turnandthelack of lights,
sometimes madetheblack asphalt
edges difficult to see, not to men-
tion oncoming cars. Not toworry,
hewasacareful driver. Hewasal -
most home.

What happened next was like
seeing a movie in slow motion,
frame by frame. Suddenly the
headlights of an oncoming car ap-

pearedto beimmediately infront of
him. After afew secondsof disbe-
lief, heslammed onthebrakesand
stood onthehorn. (Unbeknownst to
him was the fact the driver of the
other car wasdrunk). With no re-
sponse from the oncoming car, he
cut thewheel sharply totheright -
better theditchandtreesthanahead
oncollision! Itwastoolate. Hiscar
had only turned 30 degrees to the
right whentheother carimpacted.

Astheleft front of hiscar caved
in, hebraced with hisright hand on
thesteeringwheel. Four knuckles
of hisright handwereimmediately
dislocated. Hishead slammedfor-
ward towards the steering wheel
and was stopped by his chin im-
pacting it, opening alarge lacera-
tion. His unrestrained torso ca-
reened hel plessly towardsthesteer-
ing wheel and column. Asheim-
pacted both, four ribswere broken
and hisspleenruptured. Themas-
siveinternal bleeding from hisin-
jurieswouldkill himif not treated
soon.

Amazingly, he remained con-
scious as his car was hammered
backwardswith counter-clockwise
rotation, which caused hisleftarm
to be thrown out the open driver’'s
window. After a180-degree back-

SeCommand, Page7

Chaplain’sCorner
When walking thetightrope of life, trustinthe Lord
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By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Gary A. Pendrak
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

OnJune 30, 1859, Jean Gravel et, better known as
Blondin, conquered Niagara Falls. Stretching a
tightrope 160 feet above the deadly current, he
crossed from one side to the other in only five min-
utes.

Blondin didn’t stop there. He continued to cross
the fallsin different ways. Once he carried a chair
acrossand then sat onit when hereached themiddle.
Another time, hestood on hishead. During one night
crossing, the only light Blondin had wasfrom train
headlights. When hereached halfway acrossonthe
rope, he had thelightsturned off. Hefinished histrip
incomplete darkness. At other times, hewalked the
tightropeblindfolded or onstilts.

Oneof hismost daringjourneysacrossthefallsin-
volved a man named Henry Colcord. Blondin an-
nounced to the world that Henry would ride on his
back and the two of them would cross Niagara to-
gether.

Ontheday of thecrossing, nearly amillion people

showed up to watch the daredevil and hispassenger.
Henry jumped on Blondin’ sback and put

hisfeet into the special stirrupsthat
Blondinhadbuiltfortheocca  _.--am
sion. Across the tightrope g )
they went. [ ™

After they had traveled .- .,
about 100feet, Blondinde- i,
cided he needed arest,he -
told Henry to get down.
Of course, Henry wasn't
too crazy about theidea |
and herefused. Blondin |
explainedthat if hedid- .
n't get down, they both ™. | T
might fall into the water to ™. | " -
thelr deaths. So, Henry dis
mounted.

After afew minutes, Blondintold Henry to climb
back up. They then continued asthecrowdwatchedin
silence. Halfway acrossthewire, Blondin started to
rl_Jg and hedidn’t stop until he had reached the other
side.

Blondin was declared the world’s most daring

man, but poor Henry, hewasnever thesameagain. It
took alot of couragefor Henry Colcordto put histrust
inBlondin, for thetightropewal ker wason-
ly human and one mistake could have
sent both mentotheir deaths.
s Inthe31st Psalmit says, “But |
H trustinyou, OLord; | say,‘You
"/ are my God." My times are in
/' your hands; deliver me from my
./ enemiesand from those who pur-
" sueme.” Psaim31:14,15.
We have someone much greater
than Blondin in whom we can
put our trust, and he cannot
makeamistake. ThelLord
asksusto put our lives
. in his hands. He
; r—ipromises that if we
N ~ W U trust in himin every
., " area of our lives, he
will make sure that we
reach our destination -
heaven.
| hopeto seeyouthere. Trustinhim.

o
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e rme s ——— msrmsmem.
f * exerciseinatropical environment;
S O a * permit theexecution of civicaction planstoimprovecivil-military relations
. A major premiseof theoperationsisthat they arein each countriessecurity in-
(ContinuedfromPage1) terestsandall joint exercisesaremutual ly planned, coordinated and agreed upon

for thebenefit of bothforces.

Tofurther facilitatetheseoperations, Protocol |1 estab-
lishes entry and exit procedures for U.S. personnel in
Honduras.

Itlistsrequirementsfor personnel to bring their identi-
fication cards to Honduras, aswell astravel orders and
other documentsin Spanish that indicatestheir purpose
for cominginto the country.

Protocol |11 also establishesno-feeentry/exit, and mili-

through theHonduran judicial system.

Itisimportant to notethat the of fense does not haveto
occur of f of thebase. On-baseoffensesarestill punishable
by Honduran law and follow the guidelinesof Protocol I.

The second element of Protocol | givescustody rights
to the United States during investigation or judicial pro-
ceedings. Somilitary memberswould beincarcerated on
baseduring any investigationsor judicial proceedings.

The 1954 Bilateral
Agreement and Pro-
tocols | and Il that es-
tablish the govern-

The tgi rd eleﬂqe;nt permitsU.S. éepraleﬁentatives torl]ae ment autho rity for tary aircraft arepermittedto over fly andlandin Honduras
present duringtheinvestigationandtrial toensurerights f by merely presenting crew manifest documentation and
areguaranteed. TheU.S. representativeisnot trial coun- ourpresence In Hon- tr)é(vel orge?s_ o
cil for thedefense, but rather arepresentativetoensurethe  qyras. Itisthe 1954 Bilateral Agreement and Protocols! and |

membersrightsare not abused.

If found guilty and detentionispart of the punishment,
U.S. authoritiesmust hand over theoffender. Theoffend-
er will servetheir timeinaHonduran prisonwith muchthe
samebenefitsof appeal, visitation, and material assistance
ascustomary injail.

Protocol | doesn’t apply to some Americansthat are
herefor reasonsother thanthe 1954 Bilateral Agreement.
United States Defense Attache office personnel, Marines
at the embassy, and Military Group personnel as author-
ized by the Honduran government.

Protocol Il of the 1954 Bilateral Military Assistance
Agreement wassignedin November 1988. Thisprotocol
defined thetechnical aspectsof joint military operations
with Honduranforces. Theprotocol isapproved annually
by theU.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff andthe
Honduran Commander in Chief of theArmed Forces. Itis

that establish thegoverning authority for our presencein
Honduras. Withthelack of adetailed SOFA, one can see
that thereismuch good will between thetwo nationsto set-
tleissuesnot specifically addressed inthebinding agree-
ments.

In retrospect, it is also clear that Americans share a
great part in keeping relations strong by not straining the
friendship of our allied nation and exhibiting actsof good
will and nationbuilding.

Understanding therightsand limitationsof our occu-
ation of the basei sverz important. Most servicemem-
erswould believethat thereality of beingincarceratedin

aHonduran prisonisafantasy. Inredity, it could happen.

Thenext timesomeoneaskswhy they can’t drive POV's

off base or why restrictions are set that appear to be too
stringent for other overseas areas and the states — re-
member the protocols.

Protocol | defined
three elements:
criminal charging
procedures, custody
rights, and guaran-
teed U.S. represen-
tation.

Protocol Il was
signedin 1988, itde-
fined the technical

designed to: aspects of joint mili- Oftenitisthedirection of theprotocolsthat hel psguide
~ » develop the capability to conduct combined opera- P J . usto other risk management factors— so wedon’t lose
tions; tary operations with someonetoaHonduran prison.

» enhancedefensive capability;
* maintain and strengthen military rel ations between
thetwo nations;

Honduran forces. (Editor’ snote: FactscompiledfromaJanuary 1994 ar -

ticleinThelguana)

Hard work and dedication leaves
Staff Sgt. 30 pounds lighter

By Robin Gonzalez _
Morale Welfare and Recreation Manager

Staff Sgt. Penny Hargravesfrom MEDEL,
is 30 poundslighter today than when she ar-
rived herein June.

How did she do it? According to Penny it
was acombination of abalanced diet, regular
exerciseprogram, off-duty activities, tokeep
her spirits up, and the encouragement of her
coworkersand friends.

Penny had back surgery in January 2001,
which necessitated her taking steroids and
avoiding any typeof exercise. Unfortunately,
thisisacombination that can add unwanted
pounds. She said when shegot ordersfor Soto
Cano shemadeup her mindthat shewould use
this opportunity to get back in shape. When
asked exactly what exactly shedid tolosethe
weight; sherepliedthat it wasacombination
of things.

Shestarted out by havingMEDEL’ snutri-
tionistteach her what are proper portionsizes,
what “fad” foodsto avoid andtorecommenda
diet that she could stick with. (Penny said it

wasagreat plan asshecanbasically eat what-
ever shewants.) Then Penny began aregular
fitnessexerciseroutineat the Fitness Center
developed by 1st. Lt Morgan and Staff Sgt.
Richter, both from MEDEL . She pointed out
that doing it with friends made the exercise
routine a lot more enjoyable in addition to
keeping her “motivated.”

Andfinaly, to keep her spiritsup whenthe
weight did not come off asfast asshewanted,
shewent on numerousMWR tripsand created
several projectsat thewood shop.

STAFF SGT. Hartgravestold me that she
was determined that the weight would come
off and shewould passtheweight and fitness
tests before sheleft Soto Cano. And shedid.
Not only has she lost 30 pounds, but Penny
passedthe Army Physical FitnessTest (APFT)
this September and compl eted asix-mileroad
marchin October, bothfor thefirst timesince
the January surgery.

Penny creditsher successto thewonderful
support she received at Soto Cano from
MEDEL, MWR, her friends, and coworkers.
Asfor MWR, wewant tosay, “Way togo, Pen+

ny!”

Photo by Martin Chahin

Capt. Gustavo Perez, Headquarters and Support Com-
pany commander, left, receives an award from Col.
Michael Okitafor his contribution to the Combined Fed-
eral Campaign. The other top contributors were Sgt.
Haddrick Linder, Medical Element, Command Sgt. Maj.
Steven Warnock, Army Forces, Lt. Col.Barrington Nash,
Air Force Forces and Spc. Jon Christoffersen, J-Staff.
The MSC top contributor was ARFOR and the section
top contributor was the Public Affairs Office.
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Eyeteam provides gift of sightto people of Choluteca

Photos and story by Spc.Jon Christoffersen
Iguana Editor

lic hospital onthe sultry Pacific Coast of Hon-
duras, theteam of surgeonswielded their trade
toolswith precise moves.

Under thesmall spot lightsattached to microscopes,
the surgeons' hands worked steadily while their pa-
tientslied still on the bedsin the other wise dimly-lit
room.

Providing the gift of sight wasthe purposefor the
surg?eons, nurses and anesthesiologist from Wilford
Hall Medical Center, San Antonio who spent almost
two weeksin Choluteca on the Pacific Coast of Hon-
duras.

Accordingto 1stLt. Kevin Glancy, Soto Cano Med-
ical Element and MEDRETE officer in charge, the
team screened 887 Honduran individuals, preformed

l ntheuncharacteristic too-cold room, inthe pub-

Air Force Capts. Randall Goodman and Frank Valentin prepareapatient for eye
surgery in a hospital in Choluteca.The surgeons from Wilford Hall Medical

88 surgerieswith follow ups, and performed 405 op-
tometry check ups. During the time the team wasin
Honduras, they saw atotal 1,468 patients.

The team from Wilford Hall, which was the first
team of twoteamsto comedownfor thisSsMEDRETE,
consisted of 14 medical personnel, seven Airforceof -
ficers, three Air Forceenlisted, three Army officers,
one Army enlisted and two medical liaison officers
from MEDEL, Dr. Carlos Duron and Dr. Ricardo
Aviles.

Theteam provided valuablemedical caretothelocal
citizensof Cholutecawithavariety of procedures.

“Weperformedalot of cataract surgeries,” M. Paul
Casey, surgeonfromNellisAir ForceBase, Nev., said.
“It’ sagreat opportunity tocomedown hereand partic-
ipateinthisexercise.”

Alongwithproviding caretotheHondurancitizens,
the exercise al so providesimportant experienceto the
medical personnel.

Accordingto Glancy, theexercisealsoprovides op-

tometric and ophthalmologic training to military per-
sonnel inafield environment.

Accordingto Glancy, MEDRETEsareabig part of
MEDEL’s mission in Honduras. He said that
MEDRETEsof different tyPes, including immuniza-
tion and dental types, occur frequently in Honduras.

Thesecond team making upthiseyeMEDRETE s
scheduled to pack up and head home during the first
week in February, ending more than three weeks of
work for thetwoteams.

Theoperating roominwhichthesurgerieswerecon-
ducted was different than what is used in the United
States, Casey said. Inthehospital in Choluteca, three
beds were set up in the room and all the surgeons
worked side by side performing their various proce-
duresonthe patience.

Asthemedical personnel continued their work, the
air conditioner hummed loudly onthefar wall, causing
theoperatingroomtobeacold contrast tothemuggy air
ontheother sideof thedoor.

Center, San Antonio performed many different procedures as part of amed-
ical readiness training exercise.
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While their patients lied still, surgeons lined up nextto each other,inthe operating room performing cataract surgery on
two patients. Cataract surgery was one of many different procedures performed during the MEDRETE.

Jan. 25, 2002

Air Force Capt. Frank Valentin, left, prepares the patients eye for aprocedure to help raise her
eyelid. Above,surgeonsworktocleantheeyepriorto starting surgeryonit.
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Government trav-
elers can Kkeep
perks forown use

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE
BASE, Texas— Peoplewhotravel at
government expense can now keep
the perksthey earnfor personal use.

A change to Section 1116 of the
Fiscal 2002 National DefenseAutho-
rization Act allowstravelersto keep
benefits, said S. W. Westbrook, direc-
tor of thePer Diem, Travel and Trans-

ortation AllowanceCommittee. The

enefitsinclude pointsor miles, up-
grades, accessto carrier clubsor fa-
cilities, or other promotional items

The act was signed into law by
President Bush on Dec. 28, and the
changewentintoeffect Dec. 31.

Thepolicy appliesto promotional
items received before, on or after
Dec. 31, Westbrook said. Themateri-
al must be obtained under the same
termsasthose offered to the general
public and must be at no additional
government cost.

One exampleisthevoluntary re-
linquishing of a seat on an airliner.
Under the policy change, atraveler
may keep paymentsfromacarrier for
vacating a seat; however, no addi-
tional expenses, such as per diem,
may be paid asaresult of thetravel -
er'sdelay.

“Additional travel expenses in-
curred asaresult of voluntarily giv-
ing up aseat arethetraveler’ sfinan-
cial responsibility,” Westbrook said.

When atraveler is involuntarily
denied a seat, the traveler enters
“awaiting transportation” travel sta-
tus for per diem and miscellaneous
expensereimbursement. Inthat case,
any monetary compensation, incl ud-
ing meal and lodging vouchers be-
longstothegovernment.

(Editor’ snote: Sory courtesy of
Air Education and Training Com-
mand News Service)

Detalnees Contlnueto arrivein Cuba

Photo by Petty Officer 1st class Shane T. McCoy, U.S. Navy

Pvt. 1st Class Jodi Smith watches from the outer
perimeter as detainees in jumpsuits sitin aholding
areain Camp X-Ray at Naval Base Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, during in-processing to the temporary deten-
tion facilityonJan. 14,2002. The detainees will be giv-
en a basic physical exam by a doctor, including a
chest x-ray, to assess their health.

GUANTANAMOBAY , Cuba — Thirty additional Al-
Qaedaand Taliban detainees arrived here Jan. 15 under
tight security, bringing thetotal number of detaineesto 50.
Theprisonersof war arrived viamilitary aircraft and were
transported to Camp X -Ray for in-processing and deten-
tion.

“Thisgroup of detaineesisjust asdangerousasthefirst
group that arrived last week,” said Army Lt. Col. Bill
Costello, spokesman for the joint task force at Camp X-
Ray.
“The transfer of custody from Afghanistan to Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, isall part of theglobal war on terror-
ism,” Costello said, explaining that removing the “high
risk” POWsfrom AfghanistanallowsU.S. military forces
thereto concentrate on other vital missions.

Detaineeshavebeenand will continueto betreated hu-
manely, officialssaid at Camp X-Ray. They said humane
treatment includes adequatefood, water, shelter, clothing
and medical treatment.

Oneof thedetaineeswho arrived from Afghani stan Jan.
11 underwent surgery for an old gunshot wound Jan. 13 at
theNaval Hospital, Guantanamo Bay.

Thedetai nee, whose namewas not rel eased, wastreat-
ed for agunshot wound to the upper right arm sustained
priortoarrival at Guantanamo Bay. Navy doctorswho per-
formed the surgery determined that the wound was ap-
proximately onemonthold.

Thedetaineewasa ert and stableat thetime of surgery,
doctorssaid, adding that they explained the natureof the
procedureto the POW before performing surgery.

Theprocedure, called incision and drainage, took ap-
proximately two hoursfor two Navy orthopedic surgeons
to complete. The detainee remained under tight security
throughout the procedure, officialssaid.

Medical personnel said they expect that the patient will
regainfull rangeof motioninhisshoul der and elbow; how-
ever, hemay havelimited mobility inhiswrist duetonerve
damageresulting from thewound.

The patient was discharged from the hospital Jan. 14
and returned to Camp X-Ray.

All detaineeswill continueto receive on-site medical
treatment asneeded, officialssaid, with additional medical
support fromthe Navy hospital.

Guantanamo Bay ispreparingtoreceiveupto 2,000 Al-
Qaedaand Taliban detainees, officialssaid.

Morethan 850 military personnel, fromeach of thefive
branches of the armed forces, are currently assigned to
Joint Task Force 160 to support security operations at
Camp X-Ray.

(Editor’ snote: Information provided by the Joint I nfor -
mation Bureau, Joint Task Force 160.)

Sonfollows father’s foot stepsinto Marine Corps

By Marine Staff Sgt. Bryce R. Piper
6th MCD

RECRUITINGSTATION MONTGOMERY,ALA.
— Finding quality prospectstoenlistisadifficultjob
at somerecruiting stations. Not so for Recruiting Sta-
tionMontgomery, whose Marineslook evenintotheir
ownfamiliesfor potential recruits.

Recruiting Station Montgomery Sergeant Major,
Sgt. Mg Jesus Jimenez, witnessed the ceremony of his
son, Joshua, swearingintotheMarineReserveshereto-
day. Thisfollowstheenlistment of Commanding Offi-
cer Mg Mark Costello’ sonly son, Daniel, twenty days
ago.

“l seeafutureand I’ mtrying to better myself,” said
Joshua, 18, of Millbrook, AL.“| seewhatit’ sdonefor

my Dad. | ssewherehe’ sat andwherel’ll be,” hesaid.

Growing up asthe son of aMarine Sergeant Major
definitely had aninfluencein hisdecision, Joshuasaid.
IntheJimenez household, Joshuasaid helearned to see
theimportance of | eadership and recogni zed how |ead-
ingandfollowing buildscharacter. Joshuasaidthat en
listingintheMarineswill help him develop hisability
tolead.

“Themainthing I’mlooking for,” said Joshua, “is
leadership skillsand how to becomeasuccessful |eader
and better myself.”

Sergeant M gjor Jimenez said heknowsdevel opment
of leadership skillswasamajor factor inhisson’ sdeci-
sion. Hesaid that after Joshuawaspromoted at hiscivil-
ianjob, heoften cameto hisfather withleadership ques
tions. Another factor, according to Sgt. Maj Jimenez,
wasphysical fithess.

“He sawaysbeenonethat’ sathletically inclined. So
he knew the Marine Corps was the one branch that
would keep himinthat disciplineof physical fitness,”
Sgt. M@ Jimenez said of Joshua, who shed nearly 801bs
beforeenlisting.

“Oneof thethingslI think he'll gleanfrom Parris|s-
land is being ateam Elayer,” said Sgt. Mg Jimenez.
“Evenasaleader, you haveto beateamplayer. If you're
not ateam player, then| don’t think you canreally lead

eople. That’ soneof thebiggest thingsrecruittraining
Isall about, becoming ateamplayer,” Sgt. Mg Jimenez
said.

TheJimenezfamily isboth shocked and excited, ac-
cording to Joshuaand the Sergeant Mgjor.

“It wasashocker to uswhen hecameandtold usthat

SeeFootsteps, Page8
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BRIEFS

Keeping the base clean

Thebasehasl|ost someof itsglimmer
lately. All servicemembersareaskedto
keep an eye out in their areas and along
their travel routesfor trash and itemsin
disrepair. If you noticeacigarette butt or
abottlecap -- pick itupand put itin the
trash. If you seeanitem broke, either no-
tify thebuilding’ soccupantsor call itinto
DynCorp yourself. We all need to be a
team to makeit cometogether.

Mandatory testing

MEDEL has resumed G6PD testing
forall Army and Marinepersonnel. This
testingwill bedonetwiceamonthonthe
2nd and last Thursdays of each month
from8: 30 to11:30a.m. Thistestingisre-
quired by MEDEL before troops finish
their tour of duty at Soto Cano and return
to CONUS. Thetest isrequired because
peoplewho aredeficientinthe G6PD en-
zymeshould not takethemalariamedica-
tion Primaquine, whichisgiventoall up-
onreturningto CONUS, duetotherisk of
developinganemia. Air Forcepersonnel
do not need to takethistest becauseitis
automatically given upon entry into ac-
tiveduty. For questionscall MEDEL at

ext. 4183.

Airportshuttle

Therearesomechangesand clarifica-
tionsregarding theairport shuttleto and
from Tegucigalpa. Thisshuttleisfor PCS,
TDY, andleavestatuspersonnel only. All
other requeststo utilizethe shuttle must
be authorized through the transportation
officerincharge. Tosignupfor theshut-
tleyouwill goto theairport-shuttlefold-
er onthe H-Drive and sign up one week
prior toleaving country. Also, for all per-
sonnel departing on leavethat are signed
for vehicles, you needto ensurethevehi-
cle gets re-dispatched at the TMP each
Monday whileyou areaway. PMCSand
dispatching takes place every Monday
form8to 11 a.m. No exceptionswithout
prior coordination. Thedriverstraining
classwill beconducted every Friday at 9
am. Theclasswill takeplaceonan alter-
nate day during weekswith Payday Ac-
tivities. Should you have any questions
about thisor any other transportationis
sues, please contact the transportation
NCOICat ext. 4623/4336.

Kick the habit

Doyouwanttotry tokick thehabit? If
so, and only if you are really ready and
committedtoquitting, cometotheDFAC
Annex every Thursday from noon to 1
p.m. andseewhat itisall about. For more
information about tobacco cessation pro-
grams, call Mgj. Saddler, preventive
medicineat ext. 4500.

Command

(Continued fromPage?2)

wardsturn, thecar’ scrushed|eft front wheel dugintothe
pavement, causing the car toroll. Whenitdid, thedri-
ver's arm was trapped between the car and the road,
breaking the shoulder in four places, and almost ampu-
tati ngr thearmat theelbow. Haplessly, hiscar continued
toroll, comingtorest upright ontheshoul der of theroad.

Theimpact had a soflipped thedrunk driver’ scar up-
sidedownandback intoitsproper lane. Ittraveled near-
ly onehundred feet beforecomingtorest.

Thedriver, asixty-year-old chronic alcoholic, also
sufferedinternal injuries. Hehad just beenrel eased from
jail for Driving Whilelntoxicated (DWI). Eventhough
he was released after the maximum sentence of six
months, hisdriver’slicensewasstill revoked. Labora-
tory testsconcluded that theindividual wasnearly three
timesthelegal limit.

| amtheindividual thedrunk driver struck. A passing

motori st witnessing the accident went immediately to
thenearby hospital, bringing back the paramedics. The
doctors said the quick actions of the passing motorist
saved my life—I would have soon bled to death because
of theinterna injuries. Thepolicesaidtheseatbelt, if op-
erational andworn correctly, would have prevented my
most seriousinjuries.

Although my accident hai)pened 20yearsago, theles-
sonl learnedisstill applicabletoday, evenfor Soto Cano
Air Base. Thescarson my body remind meevery day
that, even though you’ re almost home, there could be
danger aroundthenext curve.

If youhaveaseatbelt, wear it. If youdon’t haveanop-
erational seatbelt towear inthevehicle (local kamikaze
taxi’ s), serioudly consider using another method of trans-
portation (theundesirable* chickenbus’).

AsSenior Leader for numerousMWRtours, I’ vehad
to remind servicemembersto wear their seatbelts—the
risk istoo great not to wear one.

Beforeyou choosenot to, ask yourself the question,
doyoubelieveit can happentoyou, evenwhenyou' real-
most home?

DOD tells service
members ‘don’t wor-
ry’ about IRS mistake

By Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, — As many as 60,000 service
memberswho served in combat zones over the past
several yearsrecently got lettersfromthe IRS saying
they may losetheir tax exclusionfor that combat-zone

duty. But DoD istellingthetroopsnot to

worry about it.
- h ThelRS|etters set response dead-
p linesonservicemembers--assoonas
Jan. 25in somecases— or their com-
bat zonetax exemf)ti onwill bedenied.
By the deadline, the letters say, service
membersmust providethel RSwiththedatesthey en
tered and | eft the designated combat zone and exactly
inwhich zonethey served.
AFRTS Radio Report: 50,000-60,000 Service
membersreceivethreatening letter fromthe RS

DoD officialswere concerned becausetheletters
stated, “ If youdon’t answer thisletter, wewill update
your account to show no combat zoneservice.”

Army Lt. Col. Tom Emswiler, executivedirector of
the Armed ForcesTax Council, saidthel RSneverin
tended to take away anyone’' seligibility for tax ex-
emption. Apparently anI RSservicecenter sentthelet-
terswithout coordinating with IRSheadquarters, DoD
officials said.

Emswiler said the IRS is trying to update their
records, but made amistake in wording theletters so
strongly. He said there’ sno problem if service mem-
bershaveaready repliedtothefaulty letters, but those
who haven’t can disregard them.

He said the IRS plans to mail a second letter ex-
plaining theerror andtelling servicememberstoig-
norethefirst | etter.

Emswiler said DoD hasagood working relation-
shipwiththelRSand had no problem getting thismat-
ter resolved. “ The RS doesn’t want to take adverse
actionagainst any servicemember,” hesaid. “Thelet-
ter was unfortunate all around, but they’re doing
everything they canto correctit.”

Foot steps
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hefinally wantedto
do this,” sad
Sgt. Mgy

talking
about it for
the last six
or  seven
months. Two
weeks ago he
said,‘ Dad, | want
todothisand | want
to do it now.” And now
here heis, he enlisted and shipped on the same day
ju_s(t]I becausethat’ show badly hewantedtodoit,” he
said.

“1’ve never pushed him,” Sgt. Mg Jimenez said.
“We'vetalked about it afew times. I’ ve always al -
lowed my kidsto maketheir own decisionsbecausel
think that apersonismoresuccessful when hemakes
hisown decisionsvicesomeonetellinghim*youwill
dothisandthisistheway youwill doit.”

“I"vetold my kids,” Sgt. Mg Jimenez said, “and
I’ vealwayspreached to them, any branch of theserv-
icegivesyoutheindependency that youlearnjust by
getting away from the family. | think Josh’s been
around Marineshiswholelife, and | think he’ sseen
the examplesMarines have set, the physical fitness
that Marinesdo, and thebasicleadershipthat Marines
utilize. | think he saw that he could utilize those
skills,” hesaid. Timing couldn’t bemore poignant, ac-
cording the Sergeant Mgjor, who plansto retire after
April, 2002.“ TheMarineCorps alwaysbeenatradi-
tional thing. It's a unique tradition because as1'm
rollingout, one’ srallingintocarry onthat tradition. |
think that’ swhat makesmeaproud father becausethe
way it’ staking placenow. It almost makesmewant to
stick it out another fiveyearslonger, not necessarily
to take care of him, but so he can say, ‘my Dad’'sa
Sergeant Major intheMarine Corps.” Probably not at
recruit training, justinthefuture.”
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areinsufficient fundsinthegreat vaultsof opportunity
of thisnation.

Sowehave cometo cash thischeck — acheck that
will giveusupon demandtherichesof freedomandthe
security of justice. Wehavea so cometothishallowed
spot to remind Americaof thefierce urfgencP/ of now.
Thisisnotimeto engageintheluxury of cooling off or
totakethetranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now isthe
timetorisefromthedark and desolatevalley of segre-
gationtothesunlit path of racia justice. Now isthetime
to open the doors of opportunity to all of God’ s chil-
dren. Now isthetimetolift our nationfromthequick-
sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brother -
hood.

It would befatal for the nation to overlook the ur -
gency of themoment and to underestimatethedetermi -
nation of theNegro. Thissweltering summer of theNe-
gro’ slegitimatediscontent will not passuntil thereisan
Invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen
sixty-threeisnot an end, but abeginning. Those who
hopethat the Negro needed to blow off steam and will
now becontentwill havearudeawakeningif thenation
returnsto businessasusual. Therewill beneither rest
nor tranquility in Americauntil theNegroisgranted his
citizenshiprights.

Thewhirlwindsof revolt will continueto shakethe
foundationsof our nation until thebright day of justice
emerges. But thereissomethingthat | must say to my
peoplewho stand onthewarm threshold which leads
into the palace of justice. Inthe processof gaining our
rightful placewemust not beguilty of wrongful deeds.
L et usnot seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drink-
ing from the cup of bitternessand hatred.

We must forever conduct our struggle on the high
plane of dignity and discipline. we must not allow our
creative protest to degenerateinto physical violence.
Againand again wemust riseto the maj estic heights of
meeting physical forcewith soul force.

The marvel ous new militancy which hasengulfed
theNegro community must not lead usto distrust of all

white people, for many of our white brothers, as evi-
denced by their presenceheretoday, havecometoreal-
izethat their destiny istied upwith our destiny and their
freedom isinextricably bound to our freedom.

We cannot walk alone. And as we walk, we must
makethe pledgethat we shall march ahead. Wecannot
turn back. Therearethosewho are asking thedevotees
of civil rights, “When will you be satisfied?” we can
never besatisfied aslong asour bodies, heavy withthe
fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motel s of
thehighwaysandthehotel sof thecities. Wecannot be
satisfied aslong astheNegro’ sbasicmobility isfroma
smaller ghettotoalarger one. Wecannever besatisfied
aslongasaNegroinMississippi cannot voteandaNe-
groinNew Y ork believeshehasnothing for whichto
vote. No, no, wearenot satisfied, and wewill not besat-
isfied until justice rolls down like waters and right-
eousnesslikeamighty stream.

| am not unmindful that some of you havecomehere
out of great trialsand tribulations. Some of you have
comefromareaswhereyour quest for freedom|eftyou
battered by the stormsof persecution and staggered by
thewindsof policebrutality. Y ou have beentheveter-
ans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the
faith that unearned suffering isredemptive.

Goback toMississippi, go back to Alabama, go back
to Georgia, go back to L ouisiana, go back to theslums
and ghettosof our northern cities, knowing that some-
how thissituation can and will be changed. L et usnot
wallow inthevalley of despair. | say toyoutoday, my
friends, that in spiteof thedifficultiesand frustrations
of themoment, I still haveadream.

| have adream that one day this nation will rise up
and live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold
thesetruthsto be self-evident: that all men arecreated
equal.” | have adream that one day on thered hills of
Georgiathesonsof former slavesand the sonsof for-
mer slaveownerswill beableto sit down together at a
table of brotherhood. | have adream that oneday even
the state of Mississippi, adesert state, sweltering with
the heat of injustice and oppression, will be trans-
formed into an oasis of freedom and justice. | have a
dreamthat my four childrenwill oneday liveinanation
wherethey will not bejudged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character. | haveadreamto-

day.
a¥ have adream that one day the state of Alabama,
whosegovernor’ slipsare presently dripping with the
words of interposition and nullification, will betrans-
formedintoasituationwherelittleblack boysand black
girlswill beabletojoinhandswithlittlewhiteboysand
whitegirlsandwalk together assistersand brothers. |

haveadreamtoday. | haveadreamthat oneday every
valley shall beexalted, every hill and mountainshall be
madelow, therouc%h placeswill bemadeplain, andthe
crooked placeswill bemadestraight, and theglory of
theLord shall berevealed, and al flesh shall seeit to-
gether. Thisisour hope. Thisisthefaithwithwhich| re-
turn to the South. With thisfaithwewill be ableto hew
out of themountain of despair astoneof hope. Withthis
faithwewill beableto transform thejangling discords
of our nationinto abeautiful symphony of brotherhood.
Withthisfaithwewill be abletowork together, to pray
together, to struggletogether, to gotojail together, to
stand up for freedom together, knowing that wewill be
free one day. Thiswill be the day when al of God's
childrenwill beableto singwith anew meaning, “My
country, ‘ tisof thee, sweet [and of liberty, of theel sing.

Landwheremy fathersdied, land of thepilgrim’ spride,
from every mountainside, let freedom ring.” And if
Americaistobeagreat nation, thismust becometrue.
Solet freedomring fromtheprodigioushilltopsof New
Hampshire. L et freedom ring from the mighty moun-
tainsof New Y ork. L et freedomring fromtheheighten-
ing Alleghenies of Pennsylvanial Let freedom ring
from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado! Let free-
domringfromthecurvaceouspeaksof Californial But
not only that; let freedom ring from Stone M ountain of
Georgial L et freedomring from Lookout Mountain of
Tennessee! Let freedomring from every hill and every
molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, |et
freedom ring.

Whenwelet freedomring, whenwelet it ringfrom
every village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city, wewill beableto speed up that day whenal
of God’ schildren, black men and whitemen, Jewsand
Gentiles, Protestantsand Catholics, will beabletojoin
handsand singinthewordsof the old Negro spiritual,
“Freeatlast! freeat last! thank God Almighty, weare
freeat last!”

History of thetask force’s
organizational colors

TheJoint Task Force-Bravo organi zation colors, withthemotto, “ Progress

ThroughUnity,” wereapprovedApril 22,1996

Thecrestisset onapurpleflagwithyellow-coloredfringe. Purplesymbol -

ver found in serviceuniformsand insignia | AN

Thecolor also representsthe task force' sjointand combined operational
focusand embodiesour servi [ ment in operationsdisasso-
ciatedfrominherent servicebiase cerns, workingincooper-
ation with our regiona partnersfor.the comiy od. 7]

Theeagle, withitsred, whiteand blueshield, symbolizesour nationandits
national colors. Thesixbrown arrowstogether represent theland masses, ter-
ritorial watersand airspaceof Central Americaand our joint operation area.

Theyellow wheat stalk, whichreferstothestaff.of life, denotes, thegrowth
and support of democraticdevelopmentintheregion.

The seven connecting chaifi links; representing the United Statesand the
six nationsof Central America, SymbaliZethestrong support and collective
linksinforging regional cooperative security throughjoint, combined andin-
teragency operations.

Finally, thetwo gold starsaresymbolic of achievement and represent guid-
anceandleadership.

izestheintermingling of alkthewhites, blues, __greehs,"_t_-ans, reds, goldandsil -

Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn

Two firefighters from the Soto Cano Fire Departmentdrag adummy vic-
timto safety during afiredrillinthe Alphaarea Jan. 16.




