Vol.13,No. 10

News

AFFOR gets new com-
mander

Page 3
MGIB benefits expand

Page 3
MEDRETE La Paz
checksinon nutrition

of areachildren

Page 4

Features

Mondo Hondo mini-
triathlon

Page5

New MWR horseback
riding trip

Takearidewith JSF
Town Patrol Night
Stalkers

Page 6

New Horizon mis-
sions closeup shops
Page 8

Proudly ServingtheUnited States Servicemember sof Joint Task For ce-Bravo

n a - %

M ay 18, 2001

Photo by 1stLt.Kim Garbett

A CH-47 Chinook from 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment, Company B creates ablow and drying effect on Lake Yo-
joaastheaircraft lowers into the lake for water training recently.

Chinooks go fishing with water training

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Having many different colorful names, it’ smost common-
ly known asSOF-DUCK training. Maritimeoperation special
forces teams use this infiltration/exfiltration system as a
means to get troops behind enemy lines when rappelling or
parachutinginisalessrealisticoption. They alsouseittoget
into an areawith no landing zones other than water.

The CH-47 Chinook istheonly aircraft inthe Army’sin-
ventory that isdesignedtofloat. The Chinook cansit onabody
of water for up to 30 minuteswithout sinking, even at 30,000
pounds or more. They also have the capability to transport
Specia Forcestroops, aswell asaZodiac or an RB-15 boat.

TheChinooksof the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment
at Soto Cano areoneof only two active Army Chinook com-
paniesthat continually trainonthismaneuver, typically incon-
junctionwiththeNavy SEAL sand Special Forcestroops. Fort
Bragg, N.C., istheonly other unit that trainsfor water |and-
ings. The1-228th CH-47spracticewater |landingsinHonduras
at LakeY ojoa, northwest of Soto Cano Air Base.

Water landingsincur special considerations, but overall it’s
ablast, said CW3 Jeff Wells, apil ot with Company B, 1-228th
Aviation Regiment.

“The crew chiefs and flight engineersin the back have a
blast getting wet (upon recovery of theboatsand troops),” he
said.

“Theincoming boat (Zodiacs) soaksthemasitisdrivenin-
tothecabin. Thecrew chiefs*catchit’ asit comesintotheair-
craft, jumpinit, thenthrow thetie-downdevicesonto the Zo-

diac. Water isflooding the cabin at this point, and the crew
chiefsget pretty wet throughout the entire process. Anytime
we get to land a Chinook in the water isfun, even for the pi-
lots.”

Wellswent on to say that water landingsare uniqueto the
Chinook community primarily because of the special config-
uration of the aircraft. Not every Army aviator or aircrew
member will haveachanceto experience something ascool as
this, hesaid.

CW3 Rodney Swanson, maintenance test pilot with Com-
pany B, mentioned that although it’ sagreat time, therearea
few special considerations.

“Underwater obstacles are always a concern, because of
saf ety factorsand possibledamagetotheaircraft,” Swanson
mentioned.

“Also, flying theaircraft takesalittlemore* control touch,’
because a greater degree of precision isneeded with thein-
struments. Wehaveal ot morewater on board that hasflooded
thecabin, andweneedto becareful that it doesn’ t exceed acer-
tain amount, otherwiseit could hinder take-of f from thewa-
ter.”

Thedecisiontoimplement awater landingisoftenbased on
aseriesof factors, includingterrain, timeandthesignaturere-
maining (traces of presence) after mission completion, said
1L T Gary Hawkins, aformer Special Forces member, now a
physician assistant at Soto Cano’ sMedical Element. “Coming
inby boat ... allows special forcesmembersto getinand re-
cover without being noticed in certain environments. The boat
and personnel arebasically tossed out of theaircraft at about
10feet abovethewater at about 10 milesan hour. It sapretty
goodjoltfor theguyswhenthey hit thewater, that’ sfor sure.”
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Commanders Corner
Operations keeping busy with JTF-Bravo missions

By LTCRichard Blackwell
Operations

Having just passed the mid-point of my one-year
tour at Soto Cano, it’ san opportunetimetolook back on
what we' vedoneandto consider what liesahead.

When | reported to Joint Task Force-Bravoin mid-
October, thejoint task forcehad just completed ahurri-
canerelief missioninBelize, planning and coordination
for New Horizons2001 wasinfull swing, adeployment
to El Salvador for aCentral Skiesmissionwasonly a
few weeksaway, and the CINC wascomingfor avisit.
Something told meweweregoingto bebusy and, asit
turned out, sowewere.

Now, after six months of pushing aircraft, shipping
supplies, letting contracts, moving people, moving
equipment, planning, coordinating, communicating,
inspecting, advising, briefing, flying, driving, rigging,
fueling, fixing, ordering, storing, supplying, housing
and supporting, what have we got to show for our ef -
forts?

For starters, over 22,000 Hondurans havereceived
medical, dental and surgical carefrom 19 separate med-
ical readinesstraining exercises(MEDRETES). Most
of these are people that would otherwise not havere-
ceivedtreatment of any kind dueto poverty or their re-
motelocation. That means22,000 peopleareliving bet-
ter, and in some cases dramatically better, because of
the efforts of the personnel in JTF-Bravo and the 1st
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment, who supported or
conducted each of those 19 MEDRETEs.

Remote communities, in Guatemalaand Honduras,
now haveeight new schools, two new clinicsand three
new wells, all compliments of the New Horizonstask
forcesand JTF-Bravo.

Throughout the planning, coordination and five-
month long execution of theexercise, personnel from
JTF-Bravoand 1-228th provided support, directionand

assistancein every aspect of themission.

From monitoring and advising on construction, to
pushing convoysof supplies, toair lifting soldiersand
equipment, to processing SITREPs, JTF-Bravoand the
1-228th ensured the successful accomplishment of this
exercise, and again, contributed to theimprovement of
thequality of lifefor numerousCentral Americancom-
munities.

Three Central Skiescounter drug missionstook the
war ondrugstothetraffickersinEl Salvador, CostaRi-
caand Belize, which aremajor transit countriesfor co-
caineand heroin, and suppliersof marijuana.

By certifyingand providingair transportationto par-
ticipating nation drug law enforcement agents, Task
Force Enabler contributed to the eradication of illegal
marijuanafiel dsandthedisruption of thesmuggling of
narcoticstotheUnited States.

Just when everything wasstartingto slow downalit-
tle, a7.9 magnitude earthquake devastated many areas
of El Salvador. Within 12 hours of notification, JTF-
Bravo and the 1-228th depl oyed 45 personnel andfive
helicoptersto thedisaster stricken country and imme-
diately beganrelief operationsand assessmentsof the
damage.

Duringtheperiod Jan. 14to 24, 2001, task force per-
sonnel conducted engineer and medical assessments,
providing necessary informationto the Office of For-
eign Disaster Relief and the country team, and trans-
ported morethan 600 relief personnel and 190 tons of
relief supplies.

Without theforward deployed presenceof JTF-Bra
vo, theU.S. responseto thisdisaster could havetaken
fromthreetofivedaystoreach El Salvador.

So, what' sinstorefor thenext six months? Theshort
answer is, “Moreof thesame.” Two additional Centra
Skiescounter-drug missionsare planned for thisfiscal
year. Meanwhile, the potential for rapid response
counter-drug missionsisconstant and planning for the
next fiscal year’ smissionsisunderway.

Chaplain’sCorner
Taketimeto reflecton Memorial Day

By Chaplain (CPT) David Phillips
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

“This day shall be unto you for a memorial.”
(Exodus12:14)

“The memorial ideahas prevailed among all
kindsof peoplefromtheearliesttimes. TheOld Tes-
tament containstherecord of many memorials. The
greatest of thesewasthe day set apart to commemo-
rate the safety of the people of Israel from the de-
stroying angel and their deliverancefrombondageto
the oppressor. Y ear by year, generation by genera-
tion, thisoccasion wasordered set apart asatimeof
joyousgratitudeto God.

WetoohaveaMemoria Day. Weasapeopleare
also summonedto remember. Oursisnot primarily a
religiousinstitution, yet it hasfor usaprofound spir-
itual significance. Whilewe separatethefunctionsof
church and state, we so not separatereligionfromthe
total lifeof the nation. Aspeople, we havereasonto
be profoundly grateful to the Father of nations be-

causewe have been delivered from fear and oppres-
sionand beengiven opportunity for thefreest lifeany
citizens have ever known.”

-ByWilliamEver ett Roberts, theologian

ThisMemorial Day, why not take afew minutes
toat least pause, reflect and remember al theservice
men and womenwho havegiventheir livesthrough-
out theyearsto ensure our freedoms.

The citizens of the United States have the most
freedoms of any country in the world. Those free-
domsdid not comelightly nor without the shedding
of blood. We, who are membersof the military, un-
derstand that selflessserviceisoneof thetenetsthat
weliveby and uphold.

But, any way youlook at thisvaluerequiresadeep
commitment becausewenever know when or where
we may be called on to likewise defend the values
and freedomsweenjoy and hold most dear. L et usnot
forget thosewho havefallen, sothat we may remain
free. They deserveour honor and respect, so pauseto
give them the tribute they deserve this Memorial

Day.

Aswe closed out New Horizons in Guatemalaand
Honduras, planning is underway for New Horizons
2002, in Nicaraguaand El Salvador, and will continue
through December.

Twelve more MEDRETES are planned between
now and September, adding thousandsmoretotheal -
ready impressive numbersof patientstreated.

Finally, asAugust and September approach, so does
the hurricane season, onceagainraising theprobability
of acall for JTF-Bravoto providearapidandcritical re-
sponse.

Without the concerted team effort of MEDEL , AR-
FOR, AFFOR, JSF, 1-228th, and the Joint Task Force
Staff, theaccomplishmentsof the past six monthscould
not have been realized.

The missions that lay ahead will require the same
teamwork and dedication. Thoseof youwho havebeen
with the Joint Task Force, over thelast six months, can
look back with pride, knowing you served theinterests
of the United States well and provided assistance to
thosemost in need.

Thoseof youjust arriving canlook forward to atour
richintherewardsthat comefromanimportant mission
well executed.
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| anetakes overreins as new AFFORcommander

Photo by Martin Chahin

Lt. Col. William Lane accepts the AFFOR unit guidon from
COL Michael Wood as atime-honored ceremonial gesture
that indicates command has been passed.

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs

In aformal ceremony May 11, Lt. Col John
Brainerd passed command of the Joint Task Force-
Bravo Air Force Forces, and the 612th Air Base
SquadrontoLt. Col. William Lane.

Presiding official for the change of command
was COL Michael Wood, JTF-Bravo commander.

L ane cameto Soto Cano following hisduty as
the assistant operations officer with the 19th Spe-
cial OperationsSquadron at Hurlburt Field, Fla.

Heled ateam of nearly 230 peopleand managed
morethan$270millioninresources. Heservedas
liaison officer for AFSOC insimulation-basedini-
tiativesthroughout the Air Forceandjoint commu-
nities.

Healso served asunit focal point for executing
joint exercises, contingency mission rehearsals,
and servedin capacity astheacting squadron com-
mander and operationsofficer.

Laneaddressed the AFFOR troopsand said: “I
dreamed of a squadron command, and this com-
mand isadream cometruein thisbeautiful coun-
try. | recognizethesacrificesand thehardshipsim-
posed by family separation at aremotetour. | ap-
plaud your dedication and your selfless attitude.
Y ou have set the highest standard of service that
hasnow become expected.

“1 pledgeto you my unwavering support to pro-
videyou thetraining and resourcesyou need to do
what your nation expects, and what | expect -- ex-
cellenceinall wedo,” Laneconcluded.

Brainerd closes this chapter of hiscareer with
strong memoriesof histenureof command at Soto
CanoAir Stationashesaid, “Lt. Col.Lane, | leave
you with an outstanding operationsofficer and as-
sistant operationsofficer, thebest secretary in JTF-
Bravo, outstanding flight commanders, an out-
standing staff, and the best squadron in the United

StatesAir Force. Our new Air Forcesloganisab-
solutely perfect for all of you— ‘No One Comes
Close.” I will missall of you. Good luck and God
speed.”

He will now report to MacDill AFB in Tampa,
Fla., tobecomethe Chief of Safety and Trainingfor
theUnited States Special Operations Command.

Lt.Col.William Lane

PM E and Education
1977 USAFBasic Training
1983 BachelorsDegree, BusinessAdministra-
tion and Economics
1984 Officer Training School
1987 MAC Combat Aircrew Training School
1990 Squadron Officer School
1991 USAF I nspection School
1993 Acquisition Management Course, Air
Force Requirements Process Course
1999 Air Command and Staff College
2001 Squadron CommandersCourse, Air Force
On-Scene Commander’ sCourse

Significant Awar dsand Decor ations
Defense Meritorious Service Meda
Meritorious Service Medd
Air Medal
Aeria Achievement Medal
Joint Service Commendation Meda

1 Device
2 Devices

Air ForceCommendationMedal 1Device
Air ForceAchievement M edal

Joint MeritoriousUnit Award 2Devices
AF Outstanding Unit with VValor 3Devices
Combat ReadinessM edal 2Devices

Air ForceRecognition Ribbon

National Defense Service Medal

Armed ForcesExpeditionary Medal 1 Device
Southwest AsiaServiceMedal 1Device
Humanitarian ServiceMedal

MGIB benefits expand to $28,800with 9-1return oninvestment

Compiled by SPC Sarah Maxwell
Iguana Editor

ty areeligibleto participate.

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, April 11, 2001) - Par-
ticipantsinthe Montgomery Gl Bill program are now giventhe
optiontoincreasetheir monthly stipend up to $800.

Educational benefitslegislation enactedintolaw in November
contained aprogram that allows M GI B participantsthe opportu-

nity to makenew contributionsmaximizing thetotal for soldiers
serving on active duty three or more yearsto $28,800, an in-
crease of $5,400.

Thisamount, combined with annual cost-of-living increases,
definitely help offset educati on costsfor servicemembers, said
Lt. Col. George Richon, chief of Recruiting Resources
Branch, Enlisted Accessions Division under the Army’s
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel.

Thepayment will bematched by a9-to-1 returnoninvestment
if thecomplete 36 monthsof benefitisused, Richonsaid.

Theminimum contributionis$20, and can bemademonthly carried
over whatever amount of monthsenrolleesdecide, uptoamaximumto-

tal $600 contribution toward the existing M GI B benefit.

All contributionsare nonrefundable, Richonsaid.

Army education centerswill supply the DD Form 2366 and
payment documentsto begin theadditional contribution. Ac-
tual payment arrangementswill be madeat thelocal installa
tion’ sfinanceoffice.

Only those personnel who entered activeduty on or after Ju-

ly 1,1985and enrolledintheM GI B program during thefirst two weeksof activedu-
Those*hundredsof thousands” of eligibleindividual shopingto participateinthe

optional benefitsprogram must contributethe additional fundsonly

said.

will
- program.

partment

whileserving onactiveduty, Richonsaid.
Sincethe M GIB program began July 1985, 89.7 percent
of the soldiersit isoffered to have enrolled in it, Richon

For 2001, thefigureisat 95 percent, headded.

Thosesoldierswhowereonactiveduty Nov. 1, 2000 but
will separateprior toMay 1, 2001, haveuntil July 31 to con-
tributethroughtheir servicing VV A office. Army education centers
will inform eligiblemembersseparating prior toMay 1 of theoption

Eligiblesoldiersseparating are encouraged to contact the De-
of Veterans Affairs a 1-888-GIBILL1 or
www.gibill.va.gov/ for payment procedures.

by Master Sgt. Jon Connor, ARNEWS

Editor’sNote:

*Congressional PublicLaw 106-419, (MGIB) allowsfor al el -
igiblemilitary personnel to convert from Zero-BalanceVEAPto
MGIB by paying $2,700 and receiving $23,000 with transfer of
kickers and Army College Fund bonuses. The $2,700 may be
paid by lump sums and/or 18-months-maximum time allot-

ments starting from the date you sign the DD Fm 2366. The
formisat the education center, Building H-56. Stop by 7:30to
11:30a.m.andnoonto4p.m.
Thedeadlinefor enrollingisOct. 31.
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Wet and Wild ...

mander, sprays an inflatable pool
packed with children from a ARFOR
sponsored orphanage during avisit to
Soto Cano May 11. Soldiers madethe
kids’ visitmemorable by providing two
slip and slides, an inflatable pool and
sporting activities. They also served
the 130 children 500 hotdogs, 75 large
bags of chips, 40 gallons of beverages
and 10 gallons of ice cream for lunch.
This is the second time the orphans
were invited to visit Soto Cano. The
firsttimewas during the holidays last
winter.

LTC Wayne Deneff, ARFOR com-

Local areaMEDRETE Is keepingc

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Thesmall makeshift medical roominthesmall high
school intheHonduran mountainsof LaPaz wasfilled
with more than 200 children and mothers of all ages.
Hershey, M& Msand other candiessat ontablesnext to
boxesof toothbrushes, cough medicines, penicillin, Be-
nadryl, Tylenol and other medications. It looked like
Halloween and Christmasrevisited. Familieshad come
from far and wideto seethe doctorswho had traveled
fromthe United Statesto Honduras.

Eight Army and Air Force medical personnel out of
San Antoniodividedintothreesurvey teams, had hiked
over four mountain peaksintheLaPaz Health CareRe-
gioninHondurasduringlate April toearly May, al in
lessthan aweek.

They visited morethan 45 familieswith children be-
tweentheagesof 6 monthsand 5 years. Patient contacts
injust afew short daysreached almost 250.

Thisteamwasthefirst military teamtodoapediatric
nutrition medical readiness training exercise
(MEDRETE) in Honduras. They worked in conjunc-
tion with the Honduran Ministry of Health totarget ar-
easin country believedto havethehighest malnutrition
ratesandtodo surveys.

Diet and environment play ahugeroleinchildren’s
nutrition. TheaverageHonduran dietisrather simple,
especially in areas like this in the mountains far re-
moved fromcity life, said LTC JuliaLynch, M .D., as-
sistant residency programdirector andin charge of the
military-unique curriculum at thejoint residency pro-
graminSan Antonio.

“(Their diet) typically includescorntortillas, beans,
eggs and rice supplemented by seasonal fruits (like
mangos, bananasand plantains),” Lynch said. “It’ snot
very diverse, but it shealthy ingeneral .”

Themost vulnerable populationin adisaster relief
areaor inadevel oping country ischildrenunder theage
of 5, Lynch explained. They havethe highest mortality
ratesdueto diseases, infections, dehydration and their
vulnerability tomalnutrition.

The team based their findings on malnutrition on
three parameters: mid upper arm circumferences,
weight and height. They alsodid aphysical assessment
of childrenfor vitamin deficiencies.

Children, ages6 monthsto 5 years, wereheld by their
mothersasthe pediatricianstook their measurements.
Some of the measurementsweretaken on therandom
sampling of homesvisited early intheweek astheteam
got their physical training in hiking thehills.

“Itwasvery interesting; the peoplewevisited were
very receptiveto helping uswith our surveys,” Lynch
said. “Talking with themin their homeswas quite an
eye-opening experiencefor thosewho haven’t beento
athird-world country before. Y ou seewhat Honduran
family lifeislike, the closeties, the ‘ making-do with
what you have’ mentality ...”

The pediatric nutrition team included four pediatric
residents, three staff pediatric physiciansand one nu-
tritionist.

A handful of Joint Task Force-Bravo personnel from
Soto Cano’ sMedical Element acted asliai sonsand pro-
vided logistical support where necessary.

“Our ultimate goal isto getin somequality training
herewhileproviding the Honduran Ministry of Health
withinformationto devel op strategiestohel pdecrease
malnutritionrateshere,” shesaid.

“These skillsour doctorsand other medical person-
nel learn overseasarevery important military-unique
skills aswell; these skills become even more critical
when these pediatriciansdepl oy into apopul ation (usu-
ally humanitarian or military operationsother thanwar)
to assess nutrition status and to provide guidance and
support tothese people.”

nildren healthy

s

,;1‘.*';.

Photo by 1st Lt. Kim Garbett

MAJ Jerry Kemmer, adietician with the MEDRETE,
measures agirl as part of adietary survey.

“Thetraining herehasbeengreat,” Lynchsaid. “We
see things like malnutrition in children very infre-
quently in the United States; in developing countries
andinareaswherenatural and often catastrophic disas-
ters have hit is where we begin to learn the greatest
hands-on knowledge for our up-and-coming pediatri-
cians.” It’sbasically awin-win situationfor both coun-
tries.
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Endurance, strength tested at Mondo Hondo triathlon

By SPC Sarah Maxwell
Iguana Editor

Determination, strength, endurance,
teamwork and good old intestinal fortitude
drovethe participantsat the Mondo Hondo
mini-triathlon held on baseMay 12.

Whether they were competing asanindi-
vidual or asateam, participantshad to con-
quer 10 lapsinthepool, agrueling 12-mile
bikeride(which consisted of ridingtheentire
base perimeter twice), and finishingwitha
threemilerun.

The 55 participants, including seven
teams, not only had a chance to challenge
themselves, but they did it for agood cause
by helping raise $300 for an areaorphanage
withtheir admissionfees.

Individual participants competed in dif-
ferent categories according to their age:
male open, masters, seniors and womens
open.

Not expecting to place, andjust hopingto
finish, MEDEL 1st Sergeant, SFC Paul
Eivins, did morethanjust finishthetriathlon.
Hehad thefastest timeinthesenior category.

“1 didn’t even know how to competitively
swimthreeweeksago!” heemphasized.

After training up, and learning how to do
swimming competition, Eivins took the
challenge head on.

Just momentsafter hefinishedtheentire
course, he promoted teamwork by repeated-
ly running thelast stretch with participants
fromhisunit.

Hesaid hethinksit’ simportant for people
to get involved with activities like the
triathlon becauseit fosterstheesprit decorps
of theunitsthey work in.

“1 think (these events) foster the spirit of
thefamily intheunit-- we' retheonly family
wehavehere,” hesaid.

“It doesn’t matter whether they’ re com-
peting or volunteering, you know that you
can rely on the people you work with. Y ou

know you can depend on each other,” he Topthreein each category
added. MaleOpen

Comingfirstinthemastersclassand also 1st Place- MAJMarc Thoreson 1:19:23 J-Staff
having the fastest overall individual time 2ndPlace- CPT BrianWarfel 1:27:33 1-228th
MAJKenneth Downer, ARFOR operations 3rdPlace- 1L T Roderick Stout 1:28:45 1-228th
officer, trained for about a month for the
event. FemaleOpen

It wasthesecond triathlon he’ sdone. 1st Place- Capt. CeliannM. Gonzalez 1:39:03 AFFOR

Hesaid helikesdoing triathlons because 2ndPlace- 2L T WinonaWilson 2:00:35 MEDEL
of the atmosphere of the competitive envi-
ronment it creates. Masters

“I really enjoy doing hard PT, and I’'mal - 1st Place- MAJKenneth Downer 1:17:31 J-Staff
waysstrivingtodo better,” hesaid. “I try to 2ndPlace- CIV RichardLainez 1:22:09 AFFOR
associatewith peoplewho also liketo push 3rd Place- MAJSteven Durrant 1:33:45 J-Staff
themselves.”

He also mentioned how well organized Seniors

theevent wasand how being abletojust walk 1st Place - SFC Paul Eivins 1:31:20 MEDEL
up and compete madethe event run smooth 2ndPlace- LTCRichardBlackwell  1:32:44 J-Staff
forhim. 3rd Place- LTC StevenHarvey 1:32:54 J-Staff
“Hats off to the group who put thisthing
together,” hesaid. Teams
MAJMarc Thoreson, logisticsofficerin 1stPlace- H& S 1:21:27
charge, was one of the main organizersand 2nd Place- Wannabee Singers 1:28:08
also a participant. He placed first in the 3rdPlace- Warrior Assault 1:2

men’ sopen and had the second highest indi-
vidual timeoverall. Hesaid it took about two
monthsto organi ze. |

“1 wanted folks to get ataste of doing a
triathlon ... Hopefully they caught the bug |
and they’ll go back to the states and do
more,” hesaid.

Headded that hewouldliketo seeMondo
Hondo continue on Soto Cano after he
leaves.

“1 couldn’t have doneit without the sup-
port of DoloresHall, AAFES manager, Ed-
wardo Castrofrom MWR, thePower Lizard [
camera crew, all the race volunteers, and [§
(1LT) Justin Zimmer,” Thoreson added.

Soon after thelast competitor crossed the [
finish line, sporting equipment donated by [ %
AAFES and vacation packages donated by
MWR wereraffled.

Trophiesfor thedifferent categorieswere
presented by COL Michadl Wood, Joint Task Team members tag each other to start the begmnmg of their event.
Force-Bravo commander, after theraffle.

o . o _ o . Team spirit prevailed as SFC Paul Eivins ran beside
Participants had to complete a10-lap swim before beginning their 12-mile bikerideand three-milerun.  another MEDEL member finishing the race.

Photos by SPC Sarah Maxwell
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Moving with stealth and veiled by a shadow of darkness,
emerging through the streets and amongst a pandemonious crowd:
surveying, evaluating, anticipating, calculating -- the force of

Night Stalkers makethe Comayaguanightlife safe

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs Superintendent

Night Stalkers, Midnight Rangers, or Jedi Warriors
could betitlesfor two menwho put their livesonthe
lineinarguably one of themost hazardousdutieshere
at Soto Cano— all for the sake of preserving asafeen-
vironment for servicemembers' entertainment.

Several undisclosed timeseach week, thiscohesive
team of Night Stalkersfrom Joint Task ForceBravo's
Joint Security Forcesleavesthe protective confinesof
Soto Cano and venturesinto thepotentially hazardous
streets, alleysand barriosof Comayagua. Their objec-
tivesareto keep fun-timing servicememberssafe, en-
forcethemilitary directives, protect theinterestsof
theUnited States, and build positiverelationswithlo-
cal Comayaguaestablishments.

“It’ sto ensureforce protection, safety and security
of military personnel, and enforcegood order and dis-
cipline,” said SSG Edwin Ramos, who plansand or -
ganizesthe JSF town patrol sasthe operationsNCO.

“Basically weareaforceprotectiontool for the So-
to Cano chain of command. Wearetypically theeyes
and ears, alongwith J2 Intelligence, for protectionand
assessment of problem areasin Comayagua,” said
Staff Sgt. Vernon Frazier, JSF town patrol team mem-
ber.

While someservicemembersmay perceivethis
teamasanice-bathtotheir party, thereare compelling
reasonsfor thisteam’ spurpose. With the high poten-
tial for crimeidentifiedinthelocal area, theteamisthe
law enforcement tool of choiceto keep soldiersand
airmen safe.

“Welook for any JTF-Bravo personnel who are
causing problemsor arein alocation that hasbeen
deemed off limits. Wealsotakealook at theoverall at-
mosphere of Comayaguaand how that affectsthemili-
tary personnel going downtown,” said Frazier, who
haseight yearsof Army andtwoyearsof Air Forcelaw
enforcement experience.

TheNight Stalkersareanincredibly focused team.
Visiting random areasthat havebeenidentified ason

and off-limit areasisaprimary venueof theprogram.

Whilethey aren’t aNazi squad, their purposeisto
keepussafe.

“Wefacilitate solutions. Wehandlethingsat the
lowest level beforethey becomeproblems. Most mili-
tary membersgo downtownto haveagoodtime,” said
Frazier.

“ Sometimesthey cango overboard, andwe' rethere
tomakesureeverything getsresolved beforeit esca-
lates. Theremay beadispute between oneof oursand
alocal,” hesaid.

“Whenalcohol isinvolved, problemscan arise be-
causenooneisactingwiththeir best judgment. Wetry
and mediate so both partiesget adesirable outcome.
Inaway wemakesurethefun keepsgoingfor every-
one. When someonegetsout of control, we handle
that sootherscanstill haveagoodtime,” Frazier ex-
plained.

Althoughthey havethebest intentions, theremay
comeatimewhen action needsto betakento control
or correct asituation. That iswheretheexpertiseof
theNight Stalkerscomesin, such asanincident where
amemberisfoundinanoff-limitarea.

“1 am supposed to usetheappropriated level of
forceandfollow therulesof engagement based onthe
situation,” said Ramos, who'’ shilingual ability and
morethan eight-yearsexperience comesin handy
when mitigating problems.

“We' regoingto apprehend themandtakethemto
base. Thenaninvestigationisbeguntofind out why
that personwasinthearea,” Frazier added.

Themilitary policearenot aloneinthisendeavor.
They areescorted onall town patrolsby alocal Hon-
duran police officer whoistheenforcement official
who actually conductstheinitial apprehension of avi-
olating military member.

“Thelocal policeenjoy working with usand under-
stand the benefit of uspolicing our people.” Ramos
said.

Officer CarlosGarciaisaHonduran police officer
who wastheescort ontown patrol onenight last
month.

PackingaGalil, whichisan | sraeli-made sub-ma-
chinegunthat lookslikea
cut down assault version
of theM-16, Carloswasa
silent escort that assisted
theteaminmaking entry
tofacilitiesand providing
an additional umbrellaof
protection for the Night
Stalkers.

“Wemaketheirjoba
il littleeasier. They don't

| getpaidvery muchatall,
andthey puttheirlifeon
thelineevery night. We
areasolutiontoany prob-
lemswith military mem-
bers. Every littlebit hel ps
whenit relievessomeof
| their workload. Also, they
getto seehow wedo
thingsand we see how
they operate. I’ salearn-
, ; ingenvironment for both
Photo by Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn sidesif taken advantage

Inspecting off-limit areas is aforce protection measure that ensures service- Of.” Frazier said.

members’ lives are notjeopardized and security directives are adhered to.

Whilethreearmed offi-

cersof thelaw pack apair of 9mm pistolsand asingle
rifle, they may seemlikeaformidableadversary, but
thereisalot at stakeinthecourseof apatrol.

“Someof these peoplearearmedtotheteeth,” said
Ramosashedrovealongthestreetsinamarked police
vehicle. Withmany gang membersand opportunistic
peopleinthe Comayaguaarea, the officersmay be
outmatched by several highly outfitted gang members
— or onemember “armed to theteeth.”

“We' redown therein an enforce-
ment activity for the benefit of our
own personnel. Ifwedon’tdoour
jobright, welosecredibilitywith
thelocalsandtheU.S military.”

Staff Sgt. Vernon Frazier
Joint Security Forces

No situationspresented aresimply regarded asrou-
tine.

Despitetherisks, town patrolsareextremely effec-
tiveasthey serveasboth adeterrent and arelations
builder.

“ After almost 18 yearsof American presencein
Honduras, thetown peoplehavebecomeattached to
us. Everyoneisfriendly and makeseveryonefeel wel-
come,” said Ramos.

“Weareviewedingreat regard. Weensureour
folksarerespecting thelocals, and wemakesurethe
localsdon’t walk over our personnel. Weensurethe
proper amount of giveand takeisgoingonintheover-
all community and ensure safety for everyonein-
volved,” Frazier said.

Thereisasignificantimportanceto thetown patrol .
Without it, the consequencescould bedire. To protect
and servetheservicemember, therearetwo distinct
advantagesfor theprogram.

“First, it could put our troopsin adangeroussitua-
tion either by their own actionsor their surroundings.
Secondly, poor behavior makesthe military commu-
nity asawholelook bad,” Frazier explained.

“We' redowntherein anenforcement activity for
thebenefit of our own personnel. If wedon’t do our
jobright, welosecredibility withthelocalsandthe
U.S. military,” headded.

Thetown patrol isan effectivepart of force protec-
tionthat isalso an effectivetool for the servicemem-
ber andlocal community’ ssafety. “Nooneknows
wherewe’ regoingto beany givennight. Soeveryone
isonhisor her best behavior. If thereisaproblemthen
we' |l find out, either by our radiosor thelocal police
radio, andwe’ |l getinvolved. No onewantsthecops
toruintheir goodtime,” Frazier said.

S0 on someone’ snext visit to Comayagua, whether
it bean evening of dining, dancing or shopping, rest
assured theeffortsof theNight Stalkersarehard at
work to ensurethat experienceisasafeone.

If inclined, it might even be appropriatetogivea
hearty greeting and aword of thanksfor thesacrifice
and risk madefor the benefit of the servicemember’s
enjoyment.



By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Hand over hand and step-by-step,
each personinthesmall group of adven-
turersluggedtheir bodiesup alongrope
into ahuge cave scooped into the side of
the mountain. The small and sturdy na-
tive mountain horses they were riding
weretethered alittlewaysback alongthe
trail. Themorningair wasstill crispand
softly scented with pine. It wasaday of
new discoveries and cultural experi-
ences.

Thegroup hadrisenwiththesunto set
out for aday of horseback riding in the
Honduran mountainside, exploring and
rappelling from ancient Lenca Indian
cavesand hanging out by delicately hid-
denwaterfalls.

An ethnic breakfast of eggs, beans,

1LT Gary Hawkins and MAJ John
Greenmyer cross amountain stream.

FEATURES

cheese, cream, tortillas, orangejuiceand
coffeewasenjoyed at apicturesquelittle
restaurant at about 4,500 feet in the
mountains. Theroad wound up to ana-
tiveranchin Marcala, passing anumber
of coffeeplantationsontheway.

Uponarrival,aHonduran guidegreet-
edthegroup. First stop: waterfallsdrap-
ingasmall pool ashort hikeaway, agreat
way towork off somebreakfast calories.
After enjoyingthedelicatebeauty of the
falls, thegroup hiked back tomount their
ridesfor theday.

CPT Susan Hocker, anurse with the
Soto CanoMedical Element, usedtoride
side-saddlealot back at Fort Huachuca,
Ariz., and had missed riding horses. Rid-
ingwestern saddleisquiteanother expe-
rienceentirely, but that wasn’ t what sur-
prised Hocker the most.

“It’ sreally quiteodd for metobetaller
than the horses!” she said. “But these
weresturdy mountain horseswell suited
fortheir environment.”

Galloping across mountain fields,
picking their way up rocky paths and
crossing streamsinvigorated everyone.
Next stop: ancient Lencalndiansitefor
history lesson of theday.

TheL encaswerelndiansof thenorth-
ern highlands of Honduras, agroup sep-
arate from the more commonly known
Mayan Indians that once popul ated the
area.

The adventurous group pulled their
way uptothecave, wheregray dust fine
with the age of time and use, lined the
cavefloor. Theguideexplained that this
wasarecently discovered burial ground
of oneof theLencachiefsaswell asasite
wherethe L encashad held someof their
more sacred rituals. Most of the cave's
artifactshad been excavated and takento
the Museum of Manin Tegucigal pa.

Theonly way into and out of thecave
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COL James Martin, MEDEL commander,and 1L T Gary Hawkins rappel down
froman ancientLencacaveduringthe MWR horseback riding tour.

wasby that oneropetiedtoarock that the
guide had somehow managed to get to
thetop. Lencasstill havesmall villages
in parts of Honduras even today, al-
though their culture has been modern-
ized withthe passageof timeand contact
with different cultures.

1L T Gary Hawkins, aphysicianassis-
tant at MEDEL, said he wasreally im-
pressed with the caves. “I thought the
cavevisitwasthebest part of thetrip; the
historical and cultural experience was
once-in-a-lifetime,” hesaid.

Hawkins, who grew up riding horses
in Oklahoma and Texas, is an experi-
enced rider. But, he said, “More than
anything, | just really enjoyed being out-
doors, learning alittleabout theculture
here, and enjoying someexcellent ethnic
foodfor breakfast andlunch.”

MAJ John Greenmyer, Intelligence
director at Joint Task Force-Bravo and
another Oklahoma-grown horseback

rider, agreed with Hawkins' outdoor
theme.

“1 really enjoyed the scenery, espe-
cially theflamboyan treesthat have be-
gun to bloom after therecent rains,” he
said.

Thishorseback riding trip wasapro-
totypefor future horseback riding trips
that will be offered by Soto Cano’'s
Morale, Welfare and Recreation shop,
said Scott Brennan, MWR manager.

“We'relooking at offering thishorse-
back riding trip once or twice amonth,
depending on demand,” hesaid.

“We have high hopesthat it may be-
comeone of the*better selling’ trips. It
seems like everyone who went on this
trip had agood time!”

For horse-lovers, avid ridersand ex-
plorers, thistripisamust-do beforeleav-
ing Honduras. Check with MWR for
moredetailsandwhenthenexttripisbe-
ingoffered.

Combat weather team keeps servicemembers safe, informed

Withtheclosureof Howard AFB in Pana-

By Capt. Clint McCommon and Tech Sgt. Theodore Prichard
Combat Weather Team

The Joint Task Force-Bravo Combat Weather Team isan elitecadreof fivefore-
casters. They werethefirst CWT organized under theAir ForceRe-Engineering pro-
gram and are now abenchmark for other unitsacrossAir Forceand Army installa-
tions.

Under theleadership of Tech Sgt. Theodore Prichard, they areacentral figurein
just about every JTF-Bravo activity. Asany platoon |eader, jump coordinator, air-
crew member or exercise planner knows, an accurateweather forecast isessential to
the successand safety of any mission.

They also providevital weather datafor the 25th Operational Weather Squadron
at DavisMonthan AFB, Ariz. Thisinformationisusedto provideweather-planning
datafor all of Central America. Inaddition, they provide weather support for the
JTF-Bravo commander, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment, U.S. Southern
Command, Honduran Air Force, aswell asin-theater TDY customers. They canal-
so bedeployedtothedrop-zonefor all airbornejump missions.

TheCWT isalwayspoised to depl oy at amoment’ snoticeto support the 1-228th.
Recent deploymentsto Belizeaswell aslong-range support to counter-drug training
missionsand earthquake-relief missionsproved the CWT isalwaysready to exploit
thelatest technol ogy in deployableweather systemsto aid themission.

Wherever our customer goes, the CWT isready tofollow and provideon-sitesup-
port to keep the missions saf e and on-target.

Themission of the CWT isgoingtoincreasein scopeinthevery near future.

ma, Central Americalost the only source of
on-site weather data on the joint operating
area

Theteamworked onbringingthefirst Tac-
tical Weather Radar to Honduras.

The TWR, when fielded, could givethe |
teama300 milecircleof observationthat will |
increasetheir capability ten-fold. Inthefu-
ture, this TWR will aso be shared with the
Honduran Air Force to provide real time
weather data.

The Soto Cano CWT is proud to have the
first operational fielding of thetactical auto-
mated weather system. This automated
weather system utilizing solar backup power [ =
transmits weather observations out to the S
world every 15 minutesto beusedin briefing
aircrews and watching the skies for severe
weather even when the Soto Cano airfieldis
closed.

Deployableout to 5 milesaway from com-
munications lines, the system is currently
completingfieldtesting at Soto Canoin prepa-

Photo by Capt. Clint McCommon

Staff Sgt. Toby Manzanres casts a
rationfor useinruggedlocationsandclimates. weather sensor balloon skyward.



BRIEFS

Comayagua Curfew

Inresponseto thenew 1 am. closing
time of Comayaguan bars, all Soto Cano
personnel must be on base by the new
weekend curfew of 1:30a.m.

Mail Restrictions

In accordance with MSG R031232Z
MAY 01, fromtheMilitary Postal Service
Agency, APO 34022 (Tegucigal pa) and
APO 34042 (Soto Cano) will have mail-
ing restriction “N” added to our restric-
tionslist. What thismeansto postal cus-
tomers is that personnel in the United
States will no longer be sending regis-
tered mail to thislocation. Thischange
will beeffectiveJune 1.

Other optionsareusinginsuredor cer-
tifiedmail. Whilethesearenot traceable,
they areaccountable. Individual parcels
can beinsured up to $5,000. With certi-
fied mail, you can pay extrafor areturn
receipttoverify thedelivery.

Other restrictions implied here that
should be noted:

“D” Coffeeisprohibitedinbound. Y ou
can send Honduran coffee out to your
friendsandrelatives.

“F” Firearmsof any typeare prohibit-
edinall classesof mail.

“M” Fruits, animals, and living plants
are prohibited.

House Keeping

Over the next several weeks, techni-
cians from Dyncorp IMD Computer
M aintenance and from communications
will beconductingasweep of all comput-
ersontheJTF-Bravo network.

The purposeisto update network se-
curity and Norton Anti-Virus on every
computer and do other necessary updates.
Thiswill takeupto onehour oneach com-
puter.

Please cooperate and all ow thetechni -
ciansto dotheir job. Userswill haveto
log off and allow them access to their
computer for up to an hour until the
process is complete. In the next weeks
they will moveontotheBravo, Delta, and
Echoareas.

Classes Ready to Start
TheUniversity of Maryland Universi -
ty Campus (UMUC) will give 3 semester
hoursof collegecredit for each of thefol -
lowingtermclasses, June4toJuly 27:

BMGT 110 Intro ToBusinessMan-
agement Mon& Wed

IFSM 201 Intro To Computer Bas
System Mon& Wed

CAPP303 Adv M/ComputersAppl &
Software  Tues& Thurs

MATH 105 Contemp. TopicdAp-
plic/Algebra Tues& Thurs

For moreinformation, stop by theedu-
cationcenter inBuilding H-56.

BRAVO BULLETIN

New Horizons 2001 comes to an end

Task Force-Aurora
U.S., Guatamalan forces earn
welcomeinrural community

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs

Task Force Aurora’s ribbon-cut-
ting, closing ceremony was held in
GuatemalaCity at El Redentor, oneof
thefivenewly created schools, May 3
infront of nearly 500 Guatemal an and
American citizens and servicemem-
bers.

This marked the culmination of
Task Force Aurora ssuccessful New
Horizons 2001 exercise and the be-
ginning of their redeployment to Puer-
to Rico, wheremost of them serveas
membersof the65th Reserve Support
Command. On hand at the ceremony
were multiple distinguished visitors
including the Madam Ambassador
PrudenceBushnell, the United States
ambassador to Guatemala.

Inaceremony of Spanishand Eng-
lish speeches, therewere acoupl e of
messagesdirected toward the Ameri-
can servicemembers that made the
creation of fiveschools, twowellsand
amedical readinessexercisepossible.

After aspeechin Spanish, Bushnell
addressedthe A merican servicemem-
bersdirectly: “Itismyjobtorepresent

the policy and values of the United
States of America, and | haveto tell
youthe policy of bringing New Hori-
zonsto Guatemalawasinitially acon-
troversial onebecausetherearemany
peoplein Guatemalawho seemenand
womenin uniform not as peoplewho

aregoingtobuildwells, buildschools |

andtakecareof them. Andtherefore,
therewas somecontroversy.

“It took more than words to per-
suade many peopl e and the pressthat
(this) New Horizonswas an exercise
of friendship and of service— and
youdidit.

“Peopledidn’t believe my words,
but they suredid believeyour deeds. |
thank you very much because you
have contributed to acritical part of
the change Guatemala is going
through in its viewpoint toward the
military and itsviewpoint toward the
United States. Thank you, and God
Bless.”

After the ambassador spoke, the
American servicemembers received
accolades from Alvaro Lionel
Mendez Estrada, the Guatemalan
Chief of Staff of theNational Defense.

“On behalf of the Guatemalan
Army, | will takeafew minutestotell

Task Force-Lempira
Combined forces achieve mission ahead oftime

By SPC Sarah Maxwell
Iguana Editor
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TF-Aurora’s ribbon cutting cere-
mony was completed by Madam
Ambassador PrudenceBushnell.

the American peoplethat you arewel -
comeforeverinthiscountry,” hesaid.

After the speeches by the digni-
tariesthe audiencewastreated to two
dancesthat were performed by local
school children.

A tour of the newly completed
school followed the ribbon cutting
ceremony. Refreshmentswereserved
in anearby hotel, and the ceremony
concluded.

roomseach and constructing threenew medical clinics.

Along with the new construction, the task force also

After four monthsof engineering operations, New Hori-
zon 2001 Task Force-Lempira, inthe Graciasregion, was

hel ped build up and maintainthearea’ sinfrastructure by

repairing andimproving bridgesand building coverts.

Beginning Feb. 5, themission had adeadlineto end no
later than May 15. Thetask force not only met the objec-

brought toacloseMay 4 withaceremony heldinthesmall
town square dedicated to the Honduran and American
forceswho made the humanitarian mission possible.
L eadership from both armiesand theU.S. Ambassador
T to Honduras, Frank Al-
maguer gave speeches
| to the Hondurans and
d bilingual National
Guardsoldiers. They al-
so gave and received
@ awards in appreciation
& for thework putintothe
fl mission.

About 100 PuertoRi-
can National Guard sol-
diers along with Hon-
duran forces comprised
most of the manpower
for thetask force.
= The main objectives

Photo by SPC Sarah Maxwell they were glven were
Thejointhonorguardshowed building four new
theunity betweenthe nations. schoolswiththreeclass-

tives, but al so exceeded them by finishing 20 days early
and doing additional work inthearea.

Having beeninvolved with theplanning andimplemen-
tation of thetask forcefor morethan ayear, TF-Lempira
Commander, LTC JoséA. Fernandez said oneof thefactors
contributing tothe successof themissionwasthefact there
wasn't alanguagebarrier betweentheU.S. soldiersandthe
Hondurans.

“Wehavetheadvantageof beingbilingual, soit opened
all thedoorsof thecommunity,” hesaid.

Fernandez went on to say how proud he was of his
troopsfor their contribution andthat they can all takeadif-
ferent perspectiveonlifeafter spendingtimeinadevel op-
ing country.

Almaguer wasal so proud and grateful for the contribu-
tionsthat have been made.

“The projects that have been completed will remind
Honduransforever what youdid,” hesaidin Spanishtothe
formationsof Honduranand U.S. troops.

“1 cannot tell you how proud | amto represent you here
inHonduras,” headdedin EnglishtotheU.S. troops.

Thevisitorswereal so entertained by children perform-
ing traditional Honduran dances.



