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By 1stLt. Richard Komurek
Public Affairs Director

Atthebreak of dawnaconvoy of JTF-
Bravovansand SUV’ sdroveout from So-
to Cano carrying ateam of 15 active-duty
Army, Air Forceand Navy pediatricians,
medical students, dieticiansand military
health specialistsfrom San Antonio. Their
mission would last until dusk and take
them along dirt roads through a remote
mountainregionwherelush hillsidesare
covered with coffeeand bananaplantsand
the people live off the land like genera-
tionsthat have gonebeforethem.

Their final destination wasthevillage
of SantaAna, located inthemountains of
the LaPaz department near the border of
El Salvador. Their goal for their Nov. 14
pediatric medical readinesstraining exer-
cise was to provide medical care to as
many children aspossible and to conduct
research to determine the health condi-
tions of peopleintheregion. Inall they
provided care to 125 children and con-
ducted anemiacheckswhileaJTF-Bravo
dentist also provided fluoridetreatments.

Liketheother 25 or somedical training
exercisesthat areconducted each year, the
MEDRETE to Santa Anawas organized
and supported by members of JTF-Bra-
vo'sMedical Element. Together withthe
visiting medical teamfrom Texas, themen
and women of JTF-Bravo set out to help
Honduransin need of basic health care.
However, thisMEDRETE wasdifferent
than most becauseinadditiontoproviding
medical care the medical team also conducted three
daysof nutritional research inthehomesof SantaAna
residentsand ended their visit with avisit to mal nutri-

tionward of ahospital in Tegucigal pa.
Thechallengesfor theteam began on Nov. 11 asthe
group started research work in SantaAnato study the
local sugar supply for vitamin A
fortificationandtolook for evi-
dence of malnutrition in chil-
dren. Ouitfitted with backpacks
full of sugar and survey materi-
. alstheteam brokeupinto sever-
al small groups and walked for
miles around the town and sur-
rounding hillsides to visit ran-
dom housesand gather informa-
tion and local sugar samples. In
exchange for answering some
guestions about their diet and
providing asmall cup of house-
hold sugar, the survey partici-
pantsreceived onepound of sug-
ar. Thesurvey, conducted at the
request of the Honduran Min-
istry of Health, provided a
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Drawing blood samples was onejob duringthe MEDRETE. The blood was
tested for anemiato help survey theiron levels of the children.
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MEDRETE team provides caretoremotevillage
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Photos by 1st Lt. Richard Komurek

Capt. Deena Sutter, an Air Force pediatric medical student atthe San Antonio Military Pediatric Center in Texas, exam-
inestheears ofasickgirlinthevillage of SantaAnaduringaMEDRETE Nov. 14. The medical team treated 125 children
whowerein need of health exams and medications. JTF-Bravo personnel arekey to the planning and execution of near-
ly 25 medical exercises each year that provide careto thousands of peoplethroughout Honduras.

wealth of informationand proved to beaval uabletrain-
ing experiencefor theteam members.

“We gathered information about the households
such asfood resources, education level sand eval uated
childrenfor anemiausing afield hemoglobinanalyzer,”
said MEDRETE Commander Lt. Col. JuliaLynch, an
Army pediatricianfromtheSan Antonio Military Pedi-
atric Center. “ Thisisaregionwherethe Honduran gov-
ernment felt there was significant malnutrition and
we' ve seen substantial casesof both acuteand chronic
malnutrition.”

Hands-ontraininginaustereconditionsisimportant
for military medical personnel that can expect to par-
ticipate in humanitarian missions around the world,
said Lynch. For example, malnutrition is a leading
causeof deathinwar-torn areasand refugee camps, and
U.S. pediatriciansseevery littlemal nutrition and are
generally unprepared about how totreat it. Visitstolo-
cationssuch asrural Hondurasprovideconditionssim-
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Commanders Corner
MEDEL prepared for worstcase

By 1stLt. Noelle Flynn
MEDEL

“Chopper down, chopper
down,” wastheinitial radiocall re-
ceived at theMedical Element Nov.
6. As the call came through,
MEDEL’ sambulance siren sound-
ed and the page went out. Within
minutes MEDEL became a cohe-
siveteam asthe medical readiness
exercisewasunderway.

Emergency medical treatment
staff immediately formed EMT
teams consisting of a medical
provider, anurseand amedic. The
teams set up the immediate triage
areato beginreceiving critical pa-
tientswhile medicsformed medical
evacuation teams to off load pa-
tients. The delayed, minimal and
expectant triage areateams moved
rapidly to set up litters along with
medical equipment and medical
suppliesthey might need, whilethe
operating room team prepared to
perform emergency, life-sustaining
surgeries. The OR team, consisted
of asurgeon, anesthetist, OR nurse
and OR techs. Finally, thetrauma
team would not be compl ete with-
out medical support group. This
group contai ned patient administra-
tion section, lab, X-ray, pharmacy,
and operations. The PAD prepared
traumapackets, retrieved patientin-
formation andtrackedthepatient’s

disposition. Animmediate assess-
ment of blood supply onhandiscru-
cial prior toreceiving patients. The
trauma team needs to know how
many unitsof blood and what type
isreadily available. Thelaboratory
staff played animportant roleby re-
porting thenumber of unitsof blood
that wasavail ableand what typesof
blood. Once patientsarrived, they
would perform “stat” lab testsand
prepareunits of blood to be admin-
istered. The pharmacy quickly as-
sessed stock level sand prepared to
mix any required intravenous med-
ications. MEDEL wasready!
MEDEL operationssectiongave
thetraumateamsthereport, “three
immediate patientssofar, onewith
chest trauma, one with abdominal
wound and one complaining of
back pain.” Quickly the medic
teams rushed to the helipad to re-
ceivepatients. Assecondscountin
reviving traumatically injured pa-
tients, the medics must know in
what order to off |oad patientstoin-
surethemost critically wounded ar-
rivesintheEMT first. Onceinside
theEMT, patientsareevaluated and
re-triaged asnecessary.
Continuous monitoring and re-
assessment of patientsisrequiredas
a patient’s condition can rapidly
changefrom*“delayed” to*immedi-
ate.” TheEMT teamsengulfed the
patients placing monitoring equip-
ment on each one, checking vital

signs and evaluating the patient’s
level of consciousness. It was
quickly decided all threeimmediate
patients would need to be MEDE-
VACED to aloca trauma center.
MEDEL operations section went
into action coordinating the
MEDEVAC as the MEDEL LNO
called Hospital Escuelain Teguci-
galpatoinsureatraumateamwould
bestanding by toreceivethecasual -
ties.

Meanwhile, the flight surgeon,
after re-evaluating a“ delayed” pa-
tientinitially identified asapsychi-
atric patient, determined that the pa-
tient’ sbehavior could beindicative
of head trauma and so moved the
patientintotheimmediatearea. The
actionintensifiedasoneEMT team
was " packaging” two patientsto be
MEDEVACED to Tegucigal pa.

Thetrainingiscritical so wecan
sustain our trauma skills for real-
world critical incidents. MEDEL
recently had achanceto performas
a trauma team again when we re-
ceived three traumatically injured
patientsfrom ahit and run car acci-
dent. MEDEL traumateamsrapid-
ly responded to the ambulance
sirens call then quickly assessed,
treated, and prepared the patientsto
beMEDEVACED toalocal trauma
center. Thisreal worldmissionval-
idated what the MAREX had
demonstrated; that MEDEL is
“Hereto Serveand FittoFight.”

Chaplain’sCorner

Everyday should belived likethanksgiving

By Chaplain (Capt.) Earl Vanderhoff
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Every day - not only on Thanksgiving Day - we
need the kind of (living thanksgiving) Noah dis-
played, after having been confined for an entireyear
totheark with hisfamily: InGEN 8:20weread, Then
Noahbuiltanaltar totheL ord, and took of every clean
animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt of -
feringsonthealtar. 21 Andthe L ord smelled asooth-
ing aroma.

BUILDSALTARS

Thefirst thing Noah did when released from the
ark wastoworship God by building an altar of thanks-
giving. That indicates what was living in Noah's
heart: his deepest desire was to serve the Lord, to-
gether with hisfamily. Are we like Noah? Are our
handsal so stretched out to the heavensto give God' s
gifts back to himself? Do we yearn to worship and
serve God, with abroken heart, full of thanksgiving?

Asl CHRON 16:34instructsus, “Oh, givethanksto
theLord, for heisgood! For hismercy enduresforev-
er.”

God blessed Noah and his family. By grace, he
madeadifferencein Noah’ sfamily. God gaveNoah's
contemporaries 120 years to repent and turn from
their wicked ways, but they refused. Heaven opened
itswindowsand earth her mouth; nearly everything
wasdestroyed on the earth by the powerful waters of
God' swrath. Only thelittleark, thelittlehomeonthe
waters, was saved. Only onefamily waskept by the
graceof God. GEN 6:8 But Noah found graceinthe
eyesof theLord.

| think Noah confessed often while in the ark,
“Lord, what awonder that my family and | areinside
theark!” Itisonly gracethat my entirefamily wasnot
destroyed with thewicked world. From day to day it
isonly God' sgracethat givesusbreath andlife. We
need to develop alifestyle of living Thanksgiving.
Thisisapictureor atype of JesusChrist. Only in Je-
sus Christ can anyone escape the wrath of God be-
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causeof sin.

When Noah saw the blue sky and adry earth, and
wasgiven permissiontowalk upontheearth, hedid
not gaze upon the earth with selfish eyes, but first
gazedtowardthelL ord. Hebuilt an altar even before
he built ahouse. Truethanksgiving washisimmedi-
atetask.

TheLord hasabundantly blessed our country and
us. Weenjoy freedom and personal rights. We have
religiousfreedom. We benefit from our free market
system and democratic representative form of gov-
ernment. Americahasthe best military forcein the
world. We have food and houses and great health
care. Our families benefit from education. What is
our reaction to his gifts and blessings? Let ustruly
givethanksandworship.

RECONCILIATION

Thispassagein Genesisal so speaksof reconcilia-
tion. Noah didn’t own any of theanimalsin theark.

SeeChaplain, Page7
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Soto Cano captains visit Copan for seminar

Story and photos by 1stLt. Richard Komurek
Public Affairs Director

JTF-Bravo leadership issues were mixed with
Mayan history and cultureasagroup of 33 Army and
Air Force captains visited the ancient ruins of Copan
Nov. 16-17 for atwo-day officer professional devel op-
ment seminar hosted by Col. Michael Okita, the JTF-
Bravo commander.

Theseminar gavethe officersaunique opportunity
to discussissueswith thetask force commander, meet
their fellow captains from across Soto Cano, learn
about theMayan’ scivilization; andto hear froma guest
speaker fromthe U.S. Embassy in Tegucigal paabout
thevariousU.S. government agenciesthat work within
Honduras. Theoff-site OPD, thefirst of itskindinre-
cent years, was supported by the 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment who flew thegroupto Copaninone
UH-60 Black Hawk and one CH-47 Chinook helicop-
ter.

After landing theaircraftin afield near themodern-
day town of Copan, the captains seemed to travel back
through time asthey madetheir way among the Mayan
ruinsfor aday-long guided tour. Through tour guide
tales and the remains of stone temples and other arti-
facts, the officerslearned about the ancient city of Co-
pan which flourished from theyears A.D. 250 to 900
and was regarded as a cultural center of Mayan civi-
lization. Discoveredin 1839 by Americanand British
travelers, the Copan Ruins is one of the most well-
knowntourist attractionsin Honduras. Itisestimated
that only asmall fraction of theruinshavebeenuncov-
eredsinceitsinitial discovery, andthesitecontinuesto
providearcheol ogist withimportant information about
the ancient Mayan people. Some of the main sites at
Copan included the ruins of temples, a ceremonial
court, aball court, ahieroglyphic stairway, scul ptures
of Mayanrulersand sacrificial altars.

Later intheafternoon the captainsreturnedtotheir
hotel and attended the seminar portion of the OPD
whichfeatured apresentation by the guest speaker and
around-tablediscussionwith Okita.

“1 had three objectivesfor the OPD,” said Okita. “ |
wantedto providehistorical exposuretothehistory and
cultureof Honduras, exposethe captainsto aspectsof
the (U.S.) federal government that operate with usin
Hondurasand to provide ateam building event where
captainsfrom acrossthe JTF could cometogether ina
grofessi onal evironment and get to know each other

etter.”

Theround-tablediscussion gavethecaptainsarare
opportunity to ask the commander questions of their
concern and to gain greater insight into the comman-
der’ svisionand prioritiesfor thetask force.

At the end of the two-day seminar, the captains
loaded backintothehelicopters and headed home.

Atour guide points outfacts about an ancient statue to the captains who attended the officer profession-
aldDevelopment seminar in Copan Nov.16-17. The seminar gave the captains the opportunity to have a
round-table meeting with Col. Michael Okitaaboutissuesimportantto them and JTF-Bravo.

For many captainswho are new to JTF-Bravo, the
OPD provided awealth of information and achanceto
seeanother sideof Honduras.

“1 thought the OPD was awesome,” said Capt. Lee
Brinker, Army Forces operations officer. “I enjoyed
goingtotheruins... it wassomething I’ ve never seen
beforeand | thought they werereally beautiful. | also
went horseback riding and bought some souvenirs.”

For Brinker, who has been at Soto Cano for one
month, the OPD trip allowed him to gain additional
knowledgeabout the peopleandissuesof thetask force.

“Itallowed usto spend timewith our Army and Air
Force peers and meet people we didn’t
know before,” said Brinker. “1 got alot
out of the OPD and it was good to hear
the questionsfrom the peoplewho have &
beenhereawhile. Italsoputafewthings #
inperspectiveandlaidthefoundationfor e
the upcoming synchronization (plan- -
ning) conference.” g

For the Air Forcecaptainsonthetrip,
the OPD provided an opportunity to
meet and interact with their Army coun-
terpartswho they may seeinfrequently
during day-to-day AFFOR operationsat
Soto Cano.

“The OPD gave usan opportunity to
talk withthecommander and gaveusin-
sight into Army operations here,” said
Capt. Gretchen DePauw, Air Force
Forcesmission support flight command-
er. “ltwasagreat way to meet theother
captains at Soto Cano and made usfeel
likeonepost and onebigfamily.”

For thosenew to JTF-Bravo and ajoint environment,
it al so hel ped orient themtothe Army point of view and
Soto Cano operations.

For DePauw, who arrived to Soto Cano in October,
theflight to Copan on an Army helicopter wasahigh-
light that marked her first timeflying on military air-
craft. “ After four and ahalf yearsintheAir Forcel had
never beenonanAir Forceaircraft,” shesaid. Now 1’ ve
been hereat Soto Canofor twomonthsand |’ vebeenon
ahelicopter twice... that wasreally interesting.”

Inall, thetrip proved to be morethan just another
leadership seminar, it wasa lifeenhancing experience.

most popular tourist attractions in Honduras, is believed to have
been cultural center of the Mayan civilization from A.D. 250to 900.
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V-I-C-T-O-R-Y victory was their battlecry

Air Forceintercepts Army’s last minute attemptto claimtrophy

By Spc.Jon Christoffersen
Iguana Editor

Theannual Turkey Bowl, held Nov. 21, pittedrival
flagfootball teamsfromthe Army and Air Force.

Leading up to the 8:30 am. kick off, alot of words
had been spoken about the projected outcome of the
game. “ Trash talk” could be heard all over Soto Cano
about thegame, andtalk iswhat thegamewasall about.
Bragging rightswasthe main reward for theteam who
triumphed over theopponent onthe Grid Iron.

Asthe clock ticked down to 0:00, the Army knew
they would be hearing about outcomefor the next 364
days, until the next Turkey Bowl. For thevictors; the
spoilsof war. A joyous mid-field celebration, first to
partakeof the Thanksgiving feastinthedining facility
and sweetest of all, theright torubthe Army’ sproveer-
bial nosesinthehard-fought, richly earned victory.

The first few minutes of the game spelled out the
eventual outcome, close.

The Army received the opening kickoff and pro-
ceededtomarchdownthefieldtoaneventual TD. With
theextrapoint attempt good, the Army offensestrolled

off thefield after their first possessionleadingthegame
7-0. The Air Force offense took the field looking to
match the offensive successof their opponent. It took
only afew minutesfor theAir Forcetostrikeagainst the
Army. Withtheprecisionof |aser guided munitions, the
Air Force flew down the field and scored their first
touchdown of theday. Holding back their extrapoint at-
tempt, Army dodged abullet and continued tolead the
game 7-6 after Air Force’ sfirst offensive possession.
Thebullet would proveto bethelast to bedodged by the

% HOME

Soon after taking the field,
B A
I 1

Army offense threw thefirst of
three picks. The Air Force took
advantage of the turn over and
quickly scoredtofinishthefirst
quarter leading 12-7. The Army
offense never got going in the
second quarter, unlike their
counterparts across the field.
TheAir Forceoffensecontinued
tobeeffectiveinthesecond, and ] «
hel ped cushiontheir lead before
halftime. The teams went into

halftimewiththeAir Forceleading18-7.

The second half started with hopes for the Army
whentheir defense started strong and continued strong
for theduration. Their offensewasal so effective scor-
ing another touchdown in the third to wittle the Air
Forceleadtofour at theend of thequarter.

TheAir Forcenailed the Army’ scoffin shut when,
withlessthan six minutesleft inthe game, intercepted
apassending Army’ shopesof scoringagain. TheAir
Forceheld onand wonthegame 18-14.
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Head referee Kevin Carter signals flrst down beforethe Air Forceteam
snapstheballinto play. Air Forcedidn’'t score any points after the sec-
ond quarter, butthe play of their defense keptthe Army from reclaim-
ing their early-gamelead, holding them off and winning 18-14.
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Thetough, physical play by bothteams made spectators wonder ifit was flag football.
Aboveand below, players work hard to grab the flag off the opponent’s waist.
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Army - Navy gamesetfor Dec. 1
Black Knights look for 49th win over Midshipmen

One of the most revered rivalriesin all of sports
will berevisitedtomorrow when Army and Navy bat-
tlefor the102ndtime. Richwithtradition, dramaand
excitement, the serieshasfeatured seven of itsmost
riveting editionsinthelast nineyears.

Theoutcome of each of those skirmisheswasde-
cidedinthefina minutewiththe Black Knightspre-
vailing six times. Thosesix Army victorieswere de-
cided by atotal of 14 points. Navy snapped aseries-
record five-game Army winning streak in 1997 with
a39-7victory. That, alongwith Navy’s19-9winin
1999, mark the only seriesmatchupsinthelast nine
years that have been decided by more than four
points.

Just five years removed from a season that saw
both Army and Navy invited to postseason play, the
teamshavestruggledthisfall. Infact, Army and Navy
will carry theteams' second worst combined record
intothishallowed matchup. Despitetheteamrecords,
thepairing remainsone of thetreasured traditionsin
all of sports.

All-TimeRecord

TheBlack Knightsareinthemidst of their 112th
season and fourth as members of Conference USA.
Army boasts an impressive all-time record of 620-
382-51(.613) andrankedtiedfor 19thonthenation’s
all-time victories|list entering the 2001 campaign.
TheBlack Knightsended 108 yearsof Division|-A
independencein 1998 and headed into the 2001 sea-
sonranked 21st amongall Division|-A programsin
winning percentage (.626).

Army Last Year

Army struggledtoadeceiving 1-10record ayear
ago, dropping four straight verdictsto end the season.
TheBlack Knightssuffered threeof their lossesby a
total of ninepoints, and dropped atotal of fivegames
by 14 pointsor less.

Army finished theyear ninthinthefinal Confer-
ence USA standings, posting a 1-6 record. The

Cadets' lone victory came during adramatic, last-
minute 21-17 comeback win over Tulaneat Michie
Stadium.

Army began last season with six consecutive set-
backs before notching itsfirst victory opposite Tu-
laneduring late-October. The Black Knightsclosed
theyear with four consecutive setbacks, dropping a
30-28verdicttoNavy intheseasonfinale.

For the second consecutiveseason, Navy entersits
season finalewithout avictory intow. TheMidship-
men havedropped all nine of their gamesto date and
havedropped 19 of their last 20 contests. Their lone
winduringthat spancameagainst Army inlastyear’s
season-ending encounter. Senior QB Brian Madden
headstheMids' spread offense, havingrushed for 830
yards and passed for 860 markers. Madden, who
missed | ast season duetoinjury, gashed Army for 177
rushing yards on 41 carries to lead Navy past the
Black Knightstwo years ago. Besides Madden, no
other Navy player hasrushed for morethan 190yards
thisfall. Senior Jeff Gaddy, a converted defensive
back, topstheMids' receiving corps, leadingtheclub
with 23 receptions.

TheArmy-Navy Series

Army hascaptured 10 of thelast 15 meetings (and
6 of 9) withitsarchrival to grab a48-46-7 advantage
intherevered series, which datesback to 1890. Hard-
fought Army victorieswerecommonplaceduringthe
decade of the 1990s, withthe Black Knightsprevail-
inginseven of those 10 matchups.

Thoseseven Army victoriescameby atotal of just
24 points, with amazing six-game stretch of Cadet
winsdecided by atotal of only 14 points. The point
differential over the course of the 101-game series
standsat arather microscopic 101 points. The histo-
ry of theseriesisdetailedinthenotessection on pages
threethrough of thisrelease.

(Editor’snote: Information gathered from Army
SportsWeb sites.)

Former POW lives for airmen

By Senior Airman Jodi Swartzback
1st Fighter Wing

LANGLEY AIRFORCEBASE,Va —"“Theturn-
ing point in my life happened in Vietnam,” said re-
tiredLt. Col. William Russell.

“1 wasout checking my aircraft at 20’ clock inthe
morning— just pitch black outside,” hesaid. Russell
wasaC-130 Herculespilot during the Vietnam War.
“It was really dark and | had a powerful flashlight
checking my aircraft. | heard aCokecan (fall) over
and asingleshot. | doused theflashlight and dropped
tothegroundandrolled.”

Right beside him lay aViet Cong who had infil-
trated the base. Security policemen had beenfollow-
ing himand lost himinthedarkness. Whenthe Viet
Cong stumbled over the Coke can, asecurity police-
man whirled around and saw him silhouetted where
Russell’ sflashlight wasagainst theaircraft.

“He dropped him in one shot,” Russell said. “I
asked him, ‘How did you know the difference be-
tween me and the Viet Cong? and the airman said,

‘That was easy, you were the one with the flash-
light.””

Theairman refused to give Russell hisname. He
simply said, “1 justdidmy job. Y our jobistofly your
missionsand my jobisto protect you ontheground.”

Russell told theairman that just saying thank you
wasnot enough for saving hislife.

Theairman finally broke down and asked this of
Russell: “Whenever you can, help an Air Forceair-
man.”

When Russell returned to the United Statesand the
1st Tactical Fighter Wing here, heknew that alot of
airmen were not ableto go homefor Christmas, and
herememberedtheairmen’ srequest.

Russel| recruited peopleon thebaseto bake cook-
iesand cakesduring the holidays. The Christmas of
1971 wasthefirst year cookies, cakesand other baked
goodsweredistributed to the dormitoriesand work-
stationshere.

The project proved to be bigger than expected,
Russell said.

SeePOW, Page 7

Soldier scores big
on TVgameshow

By Spc. Kenneth Rockett
7th Transportation Group

FORT EUSTIS, Va.— Several servicemembers
competed Nov. 11-12inatwo-part specia edition of
thenational televisionshow “Who Wantsto beaMil-
lionaire,” but it was aFort Eustis captain that took
hometop earningswithwinningstotaling $125,000.

Capt. Travis Sumner, movementsofficer for the
7th Transportation Group, won the most money for
the two-part program, which honored members of
the Armed Forcesinrecognition of VeteransDay.

“1”m pretty excited and happy about it,” Sumner
said of hisexperienceat theNew Y ork studio.

Other notablewinnersincluded Sgt. Mg. Steven
D. Malnar of Fort Monroe, Va., and Air Force Staff
Sgt. Jim Laverty, who each won $64,000. Navy Lt.
J.9. Shannon Martin and Coast Guard Chief Scott
Hastings pocketed $32,000 and Marine Capt.
William Hennessy walked away with $16,000.

Sumner saidjust being ontheshow wasagresat ex-
perienceandthat’ swhat hefocused on morethanthe
money. “| awayssaidtomyself when| wentintothis
that | was just going to try to enjoy everything re-
gardlessof what el sehappened. Winning the money
isjust abonus.”

Sumner said that at first hewas alittle nervous,
but asthe game progressed and he kept answering
more and more questions, he becamemorerel axed
andfocused. He said the show’ shost RegisPhilbin
doesagood job of keeping contestants calm during
theshow.

“Regisreally wantspeopletowin,” Sumner said.
“He' sagenuinely niceperson.”

Sumner said another thing that helped was the
show’ slighting. He said that when a contestant is
seated acrossfrom Philbinthey can’treally seethe
audienceandthereforeareabletofocusjust onthe
guestions.

Sumner said he plans on using the money to pay
off hiscar and student loansand then put therestin
thebank. Heal so said hemight treat himself toatrip
somewhere, butisstill undecided.

Fellow soldier and money-winner Sgt. Mgj.
StevenD. Malnar, theU.S. Army Trainingand Doc-
trine Command public affairssergeant major at Fort
Monroe, Va., talked to Sumner after the show and
gavehimsomeadvice.

“Capt. Sumnerisareally great guy,” Malnar said.
“1 told him that after winning $125,000, he' d better
start wearing those glasseswith thebig fakenoseand
funny mustache. He' sasingleguy, but not for long.”

Malnar said hiswinning $64,000isn’t cause for
bigchangesinhislife.

“It was great to have had this experience, but it
hasn’t changed much,” Malnar said. “1” m not going
on any lavish spending spreesor exotic trips. This
[win] just meanswearegoingto bedebt free. I’ mgo-
ingto pay somebills, not that we havealot. For the
most part we'll apply thismoney to doing thingsfor
my kids.”

“My only real purchase,” Malnar added, “will be
ariding mower; I’vegot anacreof landand I’ mtired
of pushingamower.”

In late October, thousands of service members
competed for theright to be on the show but only 14
wereselected to attend thetapings.
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BRIEFS

University of Maryland
Many haverequested early registration
and book orderingdoto holiday travels.
Cometo theeducation center, building
H-56tosign upfor 75percent govern-
ment paid tuition assistance using your
Gl Bill for 25percent remaining cost.
Thefollowing 3-semester-hour classes
will start on January 14, Monday, 6- 9

p.m.
BMGT 330: Small BusinessManage-
ment. Monday and Wednesday. For as-
sociateand bachelor degree upper level.

Math009: BasicAlgebra. Tuesday and
Thursday, previously “Math 101.” Re-
quired beforeMath 105.

English 294: Creative Writing. Tues-
day and Thursday, used for English Com-
position |l or Humanities.

Spanish 112: Elementary Spanish 2.
Monday and Wednesday. Next level from
last class 111, ready to takefree Spanish
CLEPIater for 12 semester hours.

NOTE: If you haveat |east six semes-
ter hoursfromUMUC, request an official
degree plan evaluation be initiated by
Luis Ortiz for HQ UMUC Germany to
consider you a degree-seeking student,
awarding you collegecredits converted
freefrom your military experience, train-
ingand AARTS. Call Sandra, education
tech/secretary at ext. 4495for info.

POVs on base

Beginning Monday, 26 Nov 01, pri-
vately ownedvehicles will beauthorized
to operate within Soto Cano Air Base.
However, before operating any POV
within the cantonment area, ownerswill
berequiredto register their vehiclewith
the Joint Security ForcesLiaison Office
located in E-56, Joint Security Forces
buildingandreceivea“colored” interim
JTF-Bravovehiclepass. For thecomplete
policy and procedureletter, visit the JTF-
Bravo Intranet site and click on Com-
mand | ssuesand read the JTF-B Vehicle
Passand Registration Policy.

Treelighting ceremony

Please jointheJTF-Bravo community
for the traditional lighting of the Base
Christmas Tree, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. in the
Bravo area adjacent to the basket ball
court. Thiswill beagreat timeto come
together and sing familiar Christmascar-
ols and enjoy friends. This informal
evening will usher in our hopes and
dreamsfor the holidays and bring usto-
gether asaJTF-B family.

Holiday mail schedule

For U.S. mail to reach Soto Cano and
Soto Cano mail toreach theUnited States
intimefor Christmasthefollowing mail-
ing scheduleisrecommended.

First Class Letters/Cards/Priority

Mail: Dec. 11. Space Available Mail:
Nov. 27.

Chaplain

(Continued fromPage 2)

But God gave him liberty to offer these sacrifices. The
Lord provided asit were- aLambfor theburnt offering.

Noahtook oneof clean animalsand slew themfor the
sacrifice. Asheand hisfamily stood alivebeforetheal -
tar, theseanimalsweredain astheir substitute. Thosean-
imalspointedtotheclean, pure, sinlesssubstitute, Jesus
Christ. For Noah and hisfamily truethanksgiving was
inseparable from God's way of
reconciliation. Itwasinseparable
from blood - shedding, insepara-
ble from the gospel. Living
thanksgivingisinseparablefrom
JesusChrist, God' ssacrifice.

Noah had a true Thanksgiving
Day. Helaid hissinsand all thesins
of hisfamily on the altar and surren-
dered to the Lord-on the strong shoul-
dersof thecoming Messiah, Je-
sus Christ, who would be both smms__oe=me.
thealtar and God' shloody sacri-
fice. Wehavethe sameneed asNoah. Westand between
the past and the future. If we number our sins, in our
thoughts, words and deeds, how shall we stand before
God?Without God’ saltar of reconciliation, Golgotha,
thecross, the entire burden of our sinsmust fall on our
familiesand us.

We can neither bear the past nor facethefuturewith-
out coming just asweareby graciousfaithto thisbetter
altar, casting all our sinsupon thestrong shoul dersof Je-
susChrist.

Praisebeto God! Theblood of reconciliationisstill
availablethisholiday seasonfor the greatest of sinners!
Still today the gospel’ sjoyful sound declares that the

blood of Jesus Christ cleansesfromall sin.

PLEASESGOD

Thisliving Thanksgiving not only builds altarsand
pointsto reconciliation, but it also pleases God. (Gen
8:21) AndtheL ord smelled asoothing aroma.

Thearomathat was soothing to the Spirit of God was
the spirit and heart of the giver-Noah, viewed in Jesus
Christ.

InChristtheLord had regard for Noah. Hereceived
Noah’ sbroken heart and contritespiritfor theMessiah’s
sake. InChrist’ sblood, typified by Noah' ssacrificial an-
imals, clouds of sweet odor pierced the heavens. The
ApostlePaul wrote, EPH 5:1 Therefore beimitatorsof
God asdear children. 2 Andwalk inlove, asChrist also
hasloved usand given himself for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-

smellingaroma.

What aroma does the Lord

smell onus?Doeshesmell only
the stench of self and our works?
Or doeshe smell the soothing aro-
maof hissonuponus?

Isitevidentinour lifethat we
agreewith God, in that both he
and we are well-pleased only
with Christ?1sChrist our soothing aroma?

HEB 11:7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of
thingsnot yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an
ark for the saving of his household, by which he con-
demned theworld and became heir of the righteousness
whichisaccordingtofaith.

Only in Jesus Christ can we truly enjoy thisliving
Thanksgiving. TurntoHiminfaithtoday.

1THESS5: 18ineverything givethanks; for thisis
thewill of Godin Christ Jesusfor you.

HEB 13:14 Therefore by himlet uscontinually offer
thesacrificeof praiseto God, that is, thefruit of our lips,
givingthanksto hisname.

POW

(Continued fromPage6)

“Itwassomuchthat | went totheof -
ficer’ swives club and asked them to
takeitover,” hesaid. “ Andthey still do
ittothisday.”

But, Russell wasnot finished.

“When | retired, | went to work at
thebank onbase,” hesaid. “1 managed
that for 10 years. | wanted to learn
everything about banking that | could
so | could usethat knowledgeto help
theairmen.”

Russel| al so studied and passed the
test to become aninsurance salesman.

“l never did sell one policy,” he
said. “But | wanted to know every-
thing about insurancein case someone
had aquestion.”

Russell thenbegantodoresearchin
thelegal arena. Heused thelegal office
on baseandthelaw library at the Col-
lege of Williamand Mary, Va., to ob-
tain enough knowledge to begin lec-
turing.

“I lectured at thefirsttermairman’s
center and at airman | eadership school
togivemy knowledgeto them, hoping
to savethem beforethey got into trou-
ble,” hesad.

Russell shares not only his book
knowledgebut also his36 yearsof ex-

periencesintheAir Forcethat hesaid
made himthe person heistoday.

He was shot down during World
War |l and ended up as a prisoner of
war inGermany. Hetried to escapeand
was caught.

“They caught me and brought me
back and broketheinsteps of both my
feet to deter mefromtryingto escape
again,” hesaid.

Except they relaxed security after
crippling him. So, Russell tied his
boots on tight and crawled to safety.
Belgiansfound him and they got him
back to Americanlines.

Now, hefinds humor inthe experi-
encesthat could havecost himhislife,
Russell said.

While stationed in Germany after
the war, Russell took atrip into East
Berlin. TheRussianguardshad ahabit
of snapping the radio antenna when
they leaned over to seewhowasinthe
vehicle, hesaid.

“When wewent through the check-
point, astheguard leanedin, helet out
a bloodcurdling scream,” he said.
“They yanked usout, threw uson the
ground, spread eagled usand had guns
toour heads. Andthisyoung lieutenant
waslaughing hishead off.”

The lieutenant had hot-wired the
antenna to the battery, so when the
guard grabbed the antenna, he got an
electrical shock.

“| didn’'t seethe humor in it then,”
hesaid. “Wewereonthe pavement for
six hours. But when we got back and
gotreleased, then | saw thehumor init.
But that lieutenant never stopped
laughing.”

Russell said hebelievesthat knowl-
edgeiswasted unlessitisshared. He
set out on a mission to learn all he
couldtohelpairmenif they gotintoa
situation.

He began to help airmen purchase
cars.

“TherewasaKorean lady, thewife
of amaster sergeant, who asked meto
go (car shopping) with her,” he said.
“Her husband told me sherefused to
gowithout me.”

Russel | worked his magic and had
her car ordered from thewarehouse at
thewholesaleprice, saving thecouple
alot of money and hassle.

“She has brought me homemade
kimchi about onceamonth,” hesaid.
“Thesethingsmakeit all worthwhile.
I walk alittletaller and alittleswifter.”

Russell also gives scholarshipsto
Community College of the Air Force
students.

“It' sbeenarewardinglife,” hesaid.
“YoucanretirefromtheAir Force, but
you never separatefromtheAir Force
family. I’ll continueaslong asairmen
give me acall or knock on my front
door.”
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Unitcoin: U.S. military history, heritageliveon

By Master Sgt. Jeff Bohn
Public Affairs Superintendent

Military customs are long on tradition, and many
date back several-hundred years— borninforeign na-
tionsby militiasthat nolonger exist. Onetraditionthat
hasrapidly growninpopularity inthepast decadeisthe
unit coinand coinchallenge.

Arguably, all military membershaveseenunit coins,
and most have one— by either being presented oneor
purchasing one asakeepsake. But how many service-

membersknow thefolk lorebe-
hind the history of the unit
coin?

Internet, base histo-
rian, and colleaguere-
search has given sev-
eral plausible stories
as to the origin and
evolution of the unit
coinandthecoinchal -
lenge. These stories,
Y while having acommon

thread of heritage, are evi-
denceof anevolving customin
today’ smilitary service.

Accordingtothemost prevalent sagaof coinorigin,
during World War |, American volunteers joined up
with newly formed flying squadronsin Europe. Inone
squadron, awealthy lieutenant pilot ordered medal -
lionsstruck insolid bronze, which carried thesquadron
emblem, for every member of hissquadron. Hehimself
carried hismedallioninasmall leather pouch that hung
fromhisneck.

Thislieutenant’ saircraft was severely damaged by
German ground fireand hewasforced to land behind
enemy lines. Hewasimmediately captured, andinor-
der todiscourage hisescape, the Germanstook all of his
personal identification— except for thesmall |eather
pouch around hisneck. Inthe meantime, hewastaken
toasmall French town near thefront lines. Taking ad-
vantage of abombardment that
night, he donned civilian
clothesand escaped.

He succeeded in
avoiding German pa-
trols and reached the
front lines and he
crossed through no-
man’ sland. Eventually,
he stumbled into a
w Frenchoutpost. Unfortu-

nately, the French in this

Doctors

sector of the front had been
plagued by saboteurs. Not
recognizing the young
pilot as an American,
the French thought him
to be a saboteur and j§s
made ready to execute =i
him. Justintime, here- 1
membered his leather
pouch containing the
medallion. Asheshowed &
the medallion to hiswould- <
be executioners, hisFrench cap-
torsrecogni zed the squadron insigniaon themedallion
and delayed the execution long enough for hisidentity
tobeconfirmed. Instead of shooting him, they gavehim
abottleof wine.

Back with hissquadron, atradition wasbornto en-
sureall memberscarriedtheir medallionor coinat all
times. This was accomplished through a coin chal-
lenge. A challenger would ask to seethe coin, If the
challenger could not produce hiscoin, hewasrequired
to purchase adrink of choicefor the member who had
challenged him. If thechallenged member produced his
coin, thenthechallenging member wasrequiredto pay

for thedrink. Thistradition con-
tinued throughout thewar and
for many yearsafter while
: surviving members of

& the squadron were still
alive.

As with most stories
of interest, thereare al -
waysdifferent versions.
Another tale taken also
fromWorldWar | regards
units using bullets rather
than coinsasasymbol of unit

cohesion.

Duringthewar, pilotscarried handgunsonthemfor
self-protection. Often, theseflyersandtheir crewmen
eachhad abullet specially engraved or marked withthe
unitinsigniaor abbreviation.

Thesebulletswerecarried asagood luck charm, and
inevitably the charm found itself as a conversation
piece in the English pubs. The habit of showing off
one’ sbullet evolved into slamming the bullet down on
the bar, primer end down, in achallenge to afellow
squadron-mate to see who had to buy the next round.
Commandersfelt thewisdom of slamming liveammu-
nition down on ahard wooden surface was somehow
lacking, sothey issued aformal proclamationtoforce
airmen to usedud ammoinstead. Well thisstill ledto
problems, asone could not alwaysreadily determineif

thebullet wasliveor if it had had its chargefully re-
moved.

Commandersknew thefutility of tryingto do away
withoneof theflyers favoriteoff-duty pastime, soin-
stead they brought the campaign coininto being.

Theunit coin becameanew deviceof thechallenge
custom.

Vietnam had asimilar situation with weaponry, on-
ly these warriors each carried a personalized bullet
from the weapon they carried in combat. Alas, these
clubsalsoturnedto coinsasthesizeof thebulletseven-
tually increased to howitzer-sized shellsand the mass
amount of firepower in local
clubs al so made command-
ersworried for personnel
safety.

Another practical
example of unit coin
use is reported from
guerrillaforcesin the
Philippines. Theguer-
rillas used the coin to
identify comrades that
had never met before. The
story goes, if two people met -
in a public place, either might reach into their own
pocket and remove ahandful of change. Inthechange
would be a coin that had one side smoothened with
their unit emblem stamped onit. During the course of
conversationif both membersnonchalantly displayed
their unit coinsthey knew the other personwasafriend-
ly. They then might discuss where they would later
meet at asecretiveplacewiththeir newly confirmedal-
ly

Thereof courseare many other storiesthat add fur-
ther color to the history and heritage of the unit coin.
For now, military membersidentify with theunit coin
asasymbol of pride. If presented acoin asamemento
from asuperior, it isknown as an accolade for ajob-
well-done.

So the next time servicemembers gather to let off
some steam, and a sharp slap of metal on wood snaps
throughtheair, dig deepinto your pocket and produce
your unit coin. You my friend, are being challenged
withalong standing tradition of the United States mil-
itary.

( Editor’snote: Information gathered fromInternet
CoinWeb sitesand multiple public affairssources)
www.afrc.af.mil/Units/10af/heritage_3.htm
www.geocities.convjoe_lubin/vetpride/coins.html
www.dtic.mil/sol diers/august94/p30.html
www.rainbowcoin.convrc_coin_history.htm
www.nightstal kers.com/mythol ogy/coin.html
www.mwtrophy.conmvgov/clocks_coins.html

rienceand anew appreciationfor lifeinthe United States.
“We had arare opportunity to get into people’ s homes and see how they really

(ContinuedfromPage 1)

ilar tothefield and also provideaservicetothelocal population, shesaid. After the
threedaysof surveys, theteam dedicated onefull day for providing health caretothe
children of SantaAnaby settingupaclinicinalocal school. Atthetemporary clinic
theHonduran government provided aclassingeneral health careand sanitationand
the MEDRETE personnel provided health exam, vitaminsand medicationsto fam-
ilies. Thedoctorsencountered children with some common ailmentssuch asdiar-
rhea, upper respiratory infections, colds, fever and asthma. But therewerealso cas-
esof malnutrition, parasites, pneumonia, juvenilearthritisand acase of akidney dis-
ease called nephrotic syndromethat were found that day. In addition six children
werefound to beanemic during on-site bl ood testing and received iron supplements
for their condition.Theunique combination of conducting door-to-door research and
giving medical careat aclinic provided team memberswith an unforgettable expe-

live,” said Capt. Bonnie Hartstein, a SAMPC staff pediatrician on her first
MEDRETE. “It (theday of theclinic) wasalot of peopleandalot of work but it was
aredly terrificday ... it wasrewarding to see some children and make them better
justlikel’ vebeentrainingtodofor the past sevenyears.”

The Santa Ana exercise was a unigque experience not only for those new to
MEDRETEsbut even for those who have had previous experiencesproviding care
inremoteoverseasenvironments.

“Being out inthefield and going on foot from houseto house wasagreat experi-
ence. | lovedit,” said Air Force Tech. Sgt. Rodney Pierce, aninternational heal th spe-
cialistand 19-year veteran with abackground asan ophthal mology technician. Even
though thiswashisfourth visit to Honduras and he has participated in about 10 oth-
er MEDRETESIn Central and South Americaover theyears, heisstill deeply af-
fected by theconditionsand the peoplethat hemeetsduringtraining exercises.“It's
changedmy lifeforever ...it mademerealizethat I’ m blessedto bean Americanand
itchanged my lifefor the better.”



