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UNITED STATES SOUTHERN COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
3511 NW 91ST AVENUE

REPLY TO MIAMI, FL 33172-1217
ATTENTION OF
May 31, 2004
Commander
Memorial Day Message

To the Men and Women of the United States Southern Command:

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day because it was a time set aside to
honor the nation's war dead by decorating their graves. It was first widely observed on May 30,
1868, to commemorate the sacrifices of Civil War soldiers.

Today, Memorial Day is an opportunity for all Americans to pay homage to our fallen
comrades who gave their lives to preserve and protect freedom for future generations. Their
sacrifices are the highest form of patriotism and selfless service. All of us should reflect on these
sacrifices, and never forget the price they paid for our freedom.

On this holiday, we must remember and rededicate ourselves to the values and principles on
which our nation was founded. God bless you all, and God bless America.
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Sincerely,



