
I’M GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE ABLE TO HONOR OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN WITH YOU TODAY.  THEY REPRESENT THE BEST OF YOU, THEY REPRESENT THE BEST OF OUR GREAT COUNTRY.  ALTHOUGH THEY ARE FROM DIFFERENT COMMANDS AND DIFFERENT SERVICES, THEY SHARE COMMON VALUES, THEY ARE LEADERS- - 
BOTH IN THE MILITARY AND IN THE COMMUNITY, THEY ARE DISCIPLINED, AND THEY ARE SELFLESS.  THEY ARE WILLING TO PUT THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE FOR OUR SAFETY AND FREEDOM -- FOR WHAT IS JUST AND RIGHT.  
I’M PROUD TO COMMAND OVER 8,000 SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN HERE IN MIAMI AND THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.  

FOR THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, I WANT TO TELL YOU ABOUT WHAT THESE GREAT AMERICANS ARE DOING FOR YOU DAY IN AND DAY OUT IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.  FIRST LET ME TELL YOU WHY WHAT THEY DO IS SO IMPORTANT TO OUR HEMISPHERE, THIS COUNTRY, AND OUR COMMUNITY.    


I BELIEVE THE FUTURE SECURITY AND STABILITY OF LATIN AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE UNITED STATES, ARE NOW -- MORE THAN EVER – LINKED TOGETHER IN A COMMON DESTINY.  

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IS HOME TO OVER 400 MILLION PEOPLE WHO ARE INEXTRICABLY TIED TO US, BOTH CULTURALLY AND ECONOMICALLY.  THE UNITED STATES HAS THE 5TH LARGEST SPANISH SPEAKING POPULATION IN THE WORLD.  IN 2002, AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT GREW TO BE THE LARGEST AND FASTEST GROWING MINORITY IN THE COUNTRY AND ARE HAVING A PROFOUND AND POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON OUR SOCIETY AND CULTURE.  IT IS ESTIMATED THAT BY THE YEAR 2050, ONE QUARTER OF THE U.S. POPULATION WILL BE OF HISPANIC DESCENT.  

CULTURALLY, IT JUST MAKES SENSE FOR US TO ENGAGE LATIN AMERICA.  ECONOMICALLY, WE HAVE NO CHOICE.  THE REGION PROVIDES OVER 32% OF OUR IMPORTED OIL, MORE THAN ALL MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES COMBINED.  THE STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT PANAMA CANAL REMAINS CRITICAL TO THE ECONOMIC HEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES.  TWO-THIRDS OF THE TRADE THAT PASSES THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL IS ON ITS WAY TO OR COMING FROM THE UNITED STATES.  LAST YEAR, THE UNITED STATES SOLD MORE TO THE 4 MERCOSUR COUNTRIES – ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, PARAGUAY AND URUGUAY- THAN TO CHINA AND INDIA COMBINED.  U.S. FIRMS SOLD MORE TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC THAN TO INDIA, MORE TO HONDURAS THAN TO RUSSIA, AND MORE TO THE CARIBBEAN THAN TO INDONESIA, RUSSIA, AND INDIA COMBINED.  BY THE YEAR 2010, TRADE WITH THE REGION’S COUNTRIES IS EXPECTED TO EXCEED THAT OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND JAPAN COMBINED.  
TRADE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND LATIN AMERICA HAS SURPASSED U.S. TRADE WITH EUROPE.  THE PREDICTION IS THAT BY 2010, THE REGION WILL SURPASS EUROPE AND JAPAN COMBINED!  
IF THE FREE TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS (FTAA) WERE IN EFFECT TODAY, IT WOULD ENCOMPASS A GEOGRAPHIC ENTITY WITH A GDP OVER $9 TRILLION, AND HOME TO OVER ¾ OF A BILLION PEOPLE.  



I COMMUNICATE THESE FACTS TO A GREAT MANY AUDIENCES BOTH ABROAD AND HERE IN THE STATES.  I CAN’T THINK OF ANY GROUP, THOUGH, WHERE THESE FACTS ARE MORE RELEVANT THAN THE GREATER MIAMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.  WITHIN THE UNITED STATES, FLORIDA IS THE SINGLE LARGEST TRADING PARTNER WITH LATIN AMERICA, GARNERING A 43 PERCENT SHARE OF ALL U.S. TRADE WITH THE REGION, AND SELLING THOSE COUNTRIES ALMOST 9 BILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF GOODS ANNUALLY.  FLORIDA AND LATIN AMERICA IN PARTNERSHIP ARE ENGINES FOR BOTH OUR NATION’S AND OUR HEMISPHERE’S GROWTH THROUGHOUT THE COMING DECADES.  THE CENTER OF THE UPCOMING NORTH-SOUTH WESTERN HEMISPHERIC BOOM WILL BE MIAMI, FLORIDA.
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO MAY NOT BE FAMILIAR WITH U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND, WE CONDUCT MILITARY OPERATIONS AND SECURITY COOPERATION ACTIVITIES IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL SECURITY OBJECTIVES.   SOUTHERN COMMAND’S AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, THOUGH, IS SOMEWHAT UNIQUE BECAUSE WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES ARE NOT THREATENED MILITARILY BY THEIR NEIGHBORS.   SOUTHCOM’S OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IS NOT A CONVENTIONAL MILITARY ENVIRONMENT AND MUCH OF OUR MISSION IS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH DIPLOMACY AND COOPERATIVE EFFORTS WITH PARTNER NATIONS.  

IN CONVENTIONAL MILITARY WARFIGHTING TERMS, WE TALK ABOUT “COMBAT MULTIPLIERS” – BETTER COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEMS, BETTER TARGET IDENTIFICATION SYSTEMS TO DIFFERENTIATE FRIEND AND FOE, EVEN BETTER OPTICS TO SEE THROUGH DARKNESS OR BAD WEATHER.  COMBAT MULTIPLIERS AID IN THE RAPID, EFFICIENT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE MISSION AND GIVE THE COMBATANT AN INCREASED EFFICIENCY AND DECIDED ADVANTAGE OVER HIS OPPONENT.  

IN THE NON-CONVENTIONAL MILITARY ENVIRONMENT OF SOUTHCOM, MIAMI IS A COMBAT MULTIPLIER.  THE UNITED STATES SOUTHERN COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS SITUATED IN THE OPTIMUM LOCATION TO ENGAGE OUR AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.  OUR LOCATION GIVES US IRREPLACEABLE ACCESS TO MIAMI’S STRONG TRANSPORTATION, CULTURAL, ACADEMIC, CONSULAR, AND ECONOMIC TIES TO LATIN AMERICA.  THIS ACCESS HAS BEEN A TREMENDOUS RESOURCE TO US AND HAS FACILITATED OUR ABILITY TO EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY ACCOMPLISH OUR MISSION WITH OUR PARTNERS THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE. 


IN 2002 WE FORMED A COUNTERTERRORISM JOINT INTERAGENCY COORDINATION GROUP THAT MEETS PERIODICALLY IN MY HEADQUARTERS AND IS CHAIRED BY MY CHIEF OF STAFF.  THE COORDINATION GROUP IS MADE UP OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM EVERY GOVERNMENT AGENCY THAT HAS TO DO WITH LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.  WE TALK ABOUT EVERYTHING FROM PORT SECURITY TO COUNTER ILLICIT TRAFFICKING OPERATIONS.  WE SHARE INFORMATION, EVALUATE COMMON CHALLENGES, AND ARRIVE AT NEW WAYS TO COOPERATE AND COMPLEMENT WHAT OTHER AGENCIES ARE DOING.  THE JOINT INTERAGENCY COORDINATION GROUP IS COMPLETELY VOLUNTARY – I JUST INVITE- I HAVE NO AUTHORITY TO ORDER ANYONE TO COME.  THE COORDINATION GROUP HAS GROWN TO 50 REPRESENTATIVES, THOUGH, BECAUSE THESE AGENCIES SEE THE SYNERGISTIC BENEFIT OF COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION TO ACHIEVE OUR OBJECTIVES IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN BY WORKING SMARTER INSTEAD OF HARDER.


NO OTHER LOCATION BUT MIAMI GIVES US SUCH UNIQUE ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY. 
THE THREATS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ARE NOT ONES THAT ARMIES MARCH OUT AGAINST – BUT THEY ARE JUST AS DEADLY AND DEBILITATING.  POVERTY, CORRUPTION, RADICAL POPULISM, NARCO-TERRORISM AND THE UNBRIDLED SENSELESS VIOLENCE OF DRUG-FUELED GANGS ARE JUST SOME OF THE MENACES IN OUR AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.  THEY THREATEN EVERY DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IN OUR HEMISPHERE AND IN TURN, AFFECT US.  
POVERTY AND CORRUPTION ARE UNDERLYING CONDITIONS THAT IMPEDE THE CONSOLIDATION OF DEMOCRACY.  NEARLY HALF OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IS MIRED IN POVERTY.   IN MANY OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION, CORRUPTION IS A CANCER WHICH THREATENS TO KILL ECONOMIES STRUGGLING TO GROW.  
- A 2002 STUDY CONCLUDED THAT A 10% REDUCTION IN CORRUPTION WOULD ENABLE BRAZIL TO NEARLY DOUBLE THE PER CAPITA GDP BY 2020.  

· A LEADING COLOMBIAN THINK TANK ASSESSES THAT WASTE, FRAUD, AND GRAFT COST THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT $4 BILLION ANNUALLY, AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO 3% OF GDP. 

- PRIVATE SECTOR CORRUPTION IS TAKING A SIMILAR TOLL.  IN HONDURAS, FOR EXAMPLE, TAX EVASION REACHES $600M ANNUALLY, AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO 9% OF GDP.  
I DON’T MEAN TO SINGLE OUT THESE COUNTRIES BY THESE COMMENTS; THERE ARE EXAMPLES OF THIS PROBLEM THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE.  THE TRADITION OF LOOKING THE OTHER WAY – “LA VISTA GORDA” – IS NOT ONLY ECONOMICALLY HARMFUL; IT DESTROYS INSTITUTIONS AND RUINS PEOPLE’S FAITH IN THEIR GOVERNMENT.   HOPELESSNESS PROVIDES FERTILE GROUND FOR THE RISE OF RADICAL POPULISM.  POPULISM IN AND OF ITSELF IS NOT A THREAT.  THE THREAT EMERGES WHEN IT BECOMES RADICALIZED BY A LEADER WHO INCREASINGLY USES HIS POSITION AND SUPPORT FROM A SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION TO INFRINGE GRADUALLY UPON THE RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS, LEADING TOWARDS A MORE ILLIBERAL DEMOCRACY.  
NARCO-TRAFFICKING AND TERRORISM HAVE FUSED TOGETHER INTO A DEADLY HYDRA WHICH SEEKS TO BUY OFF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS -- AND IF SOLDIERS, POLICE AND JUDGES ARE NOT COOPERATIVE, NARCO-TERRORISM, FED AND FINANCED BY DRUG MONEY, CAN EASILY PURCHASE THE FIREPOWER TO OUTGUN THEM.  HERE IN THE UNITED STATES, THE FIRST-ORDER EFFECT OF ILLICIT DRUG USE AMOUNTS TO 21,000 DEATHS PER YEAR, THE SECOND ORDER EFFECTS ARE BETWEEN 50 AND 60 THOUSAND A YEAR, BUT THE EFFECTS OF NARCO-TERRORISM IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE ANDEAN RIDGE KILL MANY THOUSANDS MORE.  TRANSIT COUNTRIES, LIKE BRAZIL, ARE RAPIDLY BECOMING DRUG CONSUMERS, WITH TRAGIC EFFECTS.  

DRUG-FUELED GANGS HAVE TURNED LATIN AMERICA INTO THE MOST VIOLENT REGION OF THE WORLD.   IN LATIN AMERICAN TODAY, THERE ARE 27.5 HOMICIDES PER 100,000 PEOPLE, COMPARED TO 22 IN AFRICA, 15 IN EASTERN EUROPE, AND 1 IN WESTERN EUROPE’S WEALTHIEST COUNTRIES.  IN THE PAST DECADE, HOMICIDE RATES HAVE RISEN BY 380% IN PERU, 330% IN COLOMBIA AND 300% IN ARGENTINA.  COLOMBIA, IN SPITE OF THE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS MADE IN THE LAST 20 MONTHS BY THE URIBE ADMINISTRATION, REMAINS THE MOST VIOLENT COUNTRY IN THE WORLD – 24% OF THE DEATHS IN COLOMBIA OCCUR BY VIOLENT MEANS.  THE WORLD BANK ESTIMATED IN 1998 THAT LATIN AMERICA’S PER CAPITA INCOME WOULD BE 25% HIGHER IF IT HAD A CRIME RATE SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE REST OF THE WORLD.  

THESE THREATS IMPERIL LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN AND AS A RESULT THEY CONSTITUTE THREATS TO US.  ALTHOUGH THESE PROBLEMS ARE DEEPLY ROOTED IN SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FACTORS WHICH ARE NOT MILITARY IN NATURE, SECURITY IS A NON NEGOTIABLE FOUNDATION FOR ECONOMIC AND DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS.  

TO HELP OUR PARTNER NATIONS ESTABLISH THIS SECURE ENVIRONMENT, SOUTHCOM CONDUCTS 165 TRAINING EXERCISES A YEAR WITH PARTNER NATION SECURITY FORCES, AND INNUMERABLE VISITS AND SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT EXCHANGES.  IN ALL OF THE 30 COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTHCOM AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY SEVERAL COUNTRIES OF THE REGION, THE U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IS RELATIVELY SMALL-- AND IN MANY COUNTRIES THE MILITARY GROUP IS LESS THAN FIVE PEOPLE.  IN THE COUNTRIES WHERE THEY WORK AND TO THE PARTNER NATIONS SECURITY FORCES, THESE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE THE U.S. MILITARY AND THEY ARE THE UNITED STATES.  IN THIS BATTLE TO HELP OUR PARTNER NATIONS SECURITY FORCES TO ESTABLISH A SAFE ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECT THEIR BORDERS, SOUTHCOM’S BEST WEAPONS ARE OUR PEOPLE.  

THE U.S. ARMED FORCES ARE THE BEST EVER ASSEMBLED.  BY ANY MEASURE, NO OTHER MILITARY IN HISTORY STACKS UP.  PERIOD.  WE ARE THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED, BEST EQUIPPED, AND WELL-TRAINED ARMED FORCES THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN.  BUT AT THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE DAY, WE DERIVE OUR STRENGTH FROM THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER, SAILOR, AIRMAN, MARINE, AND COASTGUARDSMAN.  

I’M PROUD TO TELL YOU THAT I HELPED THE ARMY FIELD THE STRYKER ARMORED VEHICLE.  IT FEATURES THE ABSOLUTE BEST WARFIGHTING TECHNOLOGY IN THE WORLD TODAY AND IT’S CURRENTLY BEING EMPLOYED IN IRAQ.  IT HAS A TOP SPEED OF 62 MILES AN HOUR, CAN WITHSTAND A ROCKET PROPELLED GRENADE HIT, AND MOUNTS A 105MM CANNON, AN ANTI-TANK WEAPON, OR A REMOTE WEAPON STATION WITH MACHINE GUNS.  WHAT’S MOST REMARKABLE ABOUT IT, THOUGH, IS THAT A YOUNG CORPORAL DRIVES, MAINTAINS AND FIGHTS THAT WEAPONS SYSTEM.  HE’S AIDED BY TECHNOLOGY, BUT HE DECIDES HOW TO SHOOT, MOVE, AND COMMUNICATE– AND HE DOES IT EXTREMELY WELL.  

A NUCLEAR POWERED AIRCRAFT CARRIER IS PRODUCED AT A COST OF 4 BILLION DOLLARS.  IT LAUNCHES 57 MILLION DOLLAR JETS OFF ITS DECKS.  A 19 YEAR-OLD THIRD CLASS PETTY OFFICER IS THE PLANE CAPTAIN OF EACH JET ON THAT CARRIER.  HIS NAME AND HOMETOWN ARE STENCILED ON THE UNDERSIDE OF THAT AIRCRAFT.  HE INSPECTS EVERY ASPECT OF THE READINESS OF THAT JET AND IT DOESN’T TAKE OFF WITHOUT HIS APPROVAL.  

 THE F-16 FALCON CAN FLY MORE THAN 500 MILES AT 1,500 MPH AND DELIVER ITS WEAPONS AGAINST A TARGET THE PILOT CAN’T EVEN SEE.   A 23 YEAR OLD LIEUTENANT BRAVELY FLIES IT AND A 20 YEAR OLD AIRMAN MAINTAINS IT.  

THE M1A1 MAIN BATTLE TANK WEIGHS 68 TONS, CAN GO 42 MILES AN HOUR AND ITS 120MM CANNON CAN SHOOT ON THE MOVE TO HIT TARGETS 2 AND A HALF MILES AWAY.  THE MARINE LANCE CORPORAL WHO IS THE GUNNER ON THAT TANK CREW MUST INPUT ATMOSPHERIC DATA, POSITIVELY IDENTIFY TARGETS, AND CALMLY ENGAGE THAT CANNON ALL THE WHILE FACING ENEMY FIRE.  

THE COAST GUARD SAVES HUNDREDS OF LIVES A YEAR, MANY TIMES CONDUCTING SEARCH AND RESCUE MILES OFFSHORE IN NEAR-HURRICANE CONDITIONS.  THE HH-60 HELICOPTER IS THE COAST GUARD’S PRIMARY SEARCH AND RESCUE AIRCRAFT.  IT HAS NAVIGATIONAL CAPABILITY TO FLY IN BLINDING STORM CONDITIONS AND USES A FORWARD LOOKING RADAR TO LOCATE VICTIMS IN DISTRESS.  ONCE THAT HELICOPTER USES ITS ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY TO REACH THE ACCIDENT SITE, THOUGH, THE JOB IS LESS THAN HALF DONE.  A RESCUE SWIMMER MUST JUMP INTO THE SEA STATE THAT JUST CAPSIZED A BOAT, CALM A PANICKED VICTIM, AND CAREFULLY ARRANGE THAT VICTIM IN A RESCUE BASKET TO BE HOISTED TO SAFETY.  

EVERYTHING WE ARE AS AN ARMED FORCES TURNS ON THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER, SAILOR, AIRMAN, MARINE AND COASTGUARDSMAN.    SOLDIERS OF A FREE NATION, RESPECTED AND TREATED FAIRLY AND JUSTLY, FIGHT HARDER THAN ANY DESPOT’S SOLDIER.  WE HAVE AMPLE EVIDENCE OF THIS, RIGHT UP TO AND INCLUDING OUR MOST RECENT BATTLES.  AND WHEN THE FIGHTING IS DONE, OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN TURN RIGHT AROUND AND RENDER AID TO THEIR FORMER ENEMIES.  

ON MARCH 14TH, MARINE PFC HOWARD HAMILTON OF MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE WAS SHOT IN THE ARM WHILE ON PATROL IN HAITI WITH HIS PLATOON.  AS HE WAS BEING EVACUATED TO MIAMI, PFC HAMILTON SHOUTED TO HIS BUDDIES, “HANG ON TO MY RIFLE, I’LL BE BACK!”  IT IS THAT COMBINATION OF SENSE OF DUTY AND SENSE OF HUMOR THAT MAKE THE AMERICAN SERVICEMAN AND WOMAN TRULY SPECIAL – AND UNBEATABLE.  

IN FAR-FLUNG PLACES AROUND THE GLOBE, THE WORLD IS LEARNING THAT THERE IS NO BETTER FRIEND -- AND NO WORSE ENEMY-- THAN A U.S. SERVICEMAN.

THE U.S. SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN ARE YOUR NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBORS, YOUR KID’S LITTLE LEAGUE COACHES, AND THE TEACHERS AT THE CHURCH, MOSQUE OR SYNAGOGUE.  THE U.S. SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN ARE VOLUNTEERS, THEY ARE THEIR BROTHER AND SISTER’S KEEPER, AND WHEN YOU NEED TO MOVE A PIANO, THEY DON’T COME PICK UP THE PIANO BENCH – THEY MOVE THE PIANO.    

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DIEGO RINCON, A COLOMBIAN NATIONAL SERVING IN THE U.S. ARMY, WAS KILLED IN ACTION IN IRAQ ON MARCH 29TH , 2003.  IN HIS LAST LETTER TO HIS MOTHER, HE WROTE “SO I GUESS THE TIME HAS FINALLY COME FOR US TO SEE WHAT WE ARE MADE OF, WHO WILL CRACK WHEN THE STRESS LEVEL RISES AND WHO WILL BE CALM ALL THE WAY THROUGH IT.  ONLY TIME WILL TELL.  WE ARE AT THE PEAK OF OUR TRAINING AND IT’S TIME TO PUT IT TO THE TEST.”… HE CLOSED THE LETTER BY WRITING “I JUST HOPE THAT YOU’RE PROUD OF WHAT I’M DOING AND HAVE FAITH IN MY DECISIONS.  I WILL TRY HARD AND NOT GIVE UP.”  CLEARLY HE WAS SPEAKING LITERALLY AND PERSONALLY BUT I ALSO BELIEVE, METAPHORICALLY, FOR US AS AMERICANS AND FOR OTHER FREEDOM LOVING PEOPLE OF THE WORLD.  

A YEAR AFTER DIEGO RINCON LAY DOWN HIS LIFE; THE FIGHT IS FAR FROM OVER IN IRAQ.  YESTERDAY IN FALLUJAH AND RAMADI, TWELVE MARINES WERE KILLED IN ACTION.  WE MUST KEEP THESE BRAVE MEN AND THEIR MOURNING FAMILIES IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS, BUT WE CANNOT WAVER, WE CANNOT BACK DOWN FROM OUR DUTY TO COMPLETE OUR MISSION TO WIN THE WAR ON TERRORISM.  THE MARINES AND SOLDIERS IN IRAQ TODAY ARE GRIEVING FOR THEIR FALLEN COMRADES, BUT THEIR SADNESS HAS NOT PARALYZED THEM INTO INACTIVITY AND PASSIVITY.  THEY ARE ON PATROL TODAY WITH EVEN MORE DETERMINATION AND RESOLVE THAN YESTERDAY.  TOMORROW AND THE NEXT DAY AND NEXT YEAR OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN WILL PATROL AND FIGHT WHEREVER IN THE WORLD THEY FIND THE FOE.  

     FOR 35 YEARS I’VE BEEN PRIVILEGED TO BELONG TO THIS NOBLE AND HONORABLE PROFESSION – THE PROFESSION OF ARMS.  I’M PROUD OF MY PROFESSION AND I’M HUMBLED TO HAVE SERVED WITH HEROES SUCH AS DIEGO RINCON AND THE MARINES WHO DIED IN COMBAT YESTERDAY.  I HAVE ASKED MYSELF MANY TIMES, IN THE JUNGLES OF VIETNAM, ON THE MEAN STREETS OF HAITI, IN THE DESERTS OF IRAQ, AND IN A CHURCH IN CONYERS, GEORGIA, ATTENDING DIEGO RINCON’S FUNERAL – WHERE DO WE GET SUCH PEOPLE – WHERE DO WE FIND THESE PEOPLE?  I DO NOT HAVE THE ANSWER, BUT THANK GOD WE DO! 
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