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ALTHOUGH YOU RARELY SEE US ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE WASHINGTON POST, THE UNITED STATES SOUTHERN COMMAND IS A QUIET BUT KEY INSTRUMENT OF U.S. POLICY IN LATIN AMERICA.  WE PROVIDE A LONG RUNNING THREAD OF CONTINUITY THROUGH OUR CONTINUOUS, DAILY WORK WITH THE COUNTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.  AS THE COMBATANT COMMANDER OF US SOUTHERN COMMAND, MY GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY ENCOMPASSES SOUTH AMERICA, CENTRAL AMERICA SOUTH OF MEXICO, AND THE CARIBBEAN EXCLUDING CUBA AND PUERTO RICO.  IN THIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, I AM CHARGED WITH THE CONDUCT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS AND SECURITY COOPERATION ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE U.S. NATIONAL INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES.  ONE OF OUR PRIMARY AIMS IS TO HELP THOSE PARTNER NATION MILITARIES PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THEIR OWN CITIZENS, SO THOSE CITIZENS CAN BENEFIT FROM DEMOCRATIC AND ECONOMIC REFORMS.  THE FUNDAMENTAL SECURITY AND STABILITY OF LATIN AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE UNITED STATES ARE NOW MORE THAN EVER BOUND TOGETHER IN A COMMON DESTINY.


THE FUTURE OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IS UNDENIABLY IMPORTANT TO THE UNITED STATES STRATEGICALLY, ECONOMICALLY, AND CULTURALLY – ALTHOUGH SOMETIMES IT SEEMS THE FURTHER NORTH YOU GET FROM MIAMI THE HARDER IT IS TO GET OTHERS TO FOCUS ON THAT REALITY.  AND THAT PERCEPTION IS SOMETHING YOU AND I NEED TO WORK ON TOGETHER.  EVEN WITH OUR COUNTRY HEAVILY ENGAGED IN OTHER TROUBLE SPOTS OF THE WORLD, WE CAN ILL AFFORD TO NEGLECT OUR CLOSEST NEIGHBORS.  IF WE TURN A BLIND EYE NOW, WE FACE THE DISTINCT LIKELIHOOD OF LIVING WITH FAILED STATES POPULATED BY NARCOTERRORISTS AND INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS JUST TO OUR SOUTH.  WE SIMPLY CAN’T AND WON’T DO THAT.


AS WITH THE OTHER FOUR COMBATANT COMMANDERS WHO HAVE THE SAME RESPONSIBILITIES IN DIFFERENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD, TERRORISM IS MY NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.  SOUTHERN COMMAND PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN FIGHTING BRANCHES OF GLOBAL AND LOCAL TERRORISM IN OUR AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.


GLOBAL TERRORISM IN THE FORM OF ISLAMIC RADICAL ACTIVITY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IS A SURPRISE TO MANY, BUT I CAN ASSURE YOU IT IS NOT SOMETHING THEORETICAL TO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND.  AS MANY OF YOU HAVE ARTICULATED TODAY IN YOUR PANEL DISCUSSIONS, IT IS TANGIBLE AND REAL AND WE DEAL WITH THIS THREAT EVERY DAY, AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO ENGAGE IT ON EVERY FRONT.

THE TRI-BORDER REGION OF ARGENTINA, PARAGUAY AND BRAZIL, IS A KEY AREA WHERE INDIVIDUALS WITH TIES TO RADICAL ISLAMIC TERRORIST GROUPS SUCH AS HIZBALLAH, HAMAS, AND ISLAMIYYA AL GAMA’AT  HAVE CONCENTRATED.  THEY ARE ALSO PRESENT ELSEWHERE IN THE REGION:  CURITIBA AND SAO PAULO IN BRAZIL; MAICAO IN COLOMBIA; MARGARITA ISLAND IN VENEZUELA; AND TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO IN THE CARIBBEAN 

THESE TERRORIST GROUPS ARE INVOLVED IN LAUNDERING MONEY, TRAFFICKING DRUGS, ARMS, ILLEGAL ALIENS, AND FORGING DOCUMENTS.  MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ARE RAISED FROM LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN TO SUPPORT THEIR EFFORTS AROUND THE WORLD.  

    
AND THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR THE SITUATION TO GET WORSE…...AFGHANISTAN LEADING UP TO THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11TH SHOWED US THAT WEAK GOVERNMENTS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO CONTROL WHAT GOES ON WITHIN THEIR OWN BORDERS PROVIDE FERTILE GROUND FOR THE GROWTH OF A TERRORIST INFRASTRUCTURE.  

     


THE NEWS FROM THE REGION HOWEVER IS NOT ALL BAD.  SINCE SEPTEMBER 11TH WE ARE SEEING FAR GREATER COOPERATION BOTH WITHIN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, AND WITH OUR NEIGHBORS TO THE SOUTH.  EVERY MONTH IN MIAMI, WE HAVE AN INTERAGENCY MEETING WHERE SUCH DIVERSE ORGANIZATIONS AS DEPARTMENT OF STATE, U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT, THE DEA, THE COAST GUARD, THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, THE FBI AND OTHERS CAN ALL SHARE THEIR INFORMATION AND IDEAS AND POOL THEIR RESOURCES.  WE ARE ALSO COOPERATING CLOSELY WITH MANY GOVERNMENTS IN THE REGION.  OUR INTELLIGENCE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND MILITARY PERSONNEL REGULARLY SHARE INFORMATION WITH OTHERS FIGHTING THE TERRORISM BATTLE.

THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11TH SHOWED THE WORLD THAT WE ARE ALL AT RISK FROM TERRORISM.  MANY OF OUR LATIN NEIGHBORS HAVE STEPPED UP TO THE PLATE TO HELP US IN THIS FIGHT.  THEY ARE INDICTING, ARRESTING, AND IN SOME CASES EXTRADITING, THOSE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN TERRORISM.  TOGETHER, WE ARE WORKING HARD TO MONITOR THE ACTIVITIES OF RADICAL ISLAMIC GROUPS IN THE REGION AND THIS COOPERATIVE APPROACH IS THE FRONT LINE IN OUR EFFORTS TO COMBAT TERRORISM.


AS A MILITARY MAN, I AM ACCUSTOMED TO ATTACKING CENTERS OF GRAVITY, AND THE ISLAMIC RADICAL TERROR GROUPS CERTAINLY HAVE THEIR VULNERABLE CENTERS OF GRAVITY.  THERE ARE TWO SIGNIFICANT AREAS WE CONTINUE TO PURSUE AGGRESSIVELY.  

ONE IS THE BASIC SECURITY OF THE NATIONS OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.  TERRORISTS SEEK OUT AREAS WHERE THERE IS UNGOVERNED SPACE WHERE THEY CAN CONDUCT THEIR ILLICIT ACTIVITIES WITH RELATIVE IMPUNITY.  I TAKE YOU BACK TO MY OPENING COMMENTS – WE AT SOUTHERN COMMAND MUST BRING THE BASIC SECURITY TO THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION TO MINIMIZE THE UNGOVERNED SPACES OF THE REGION.  WE WILL CONTINUE TO PARTNER WITH THE NATIONS OF THE REGION AND ASSIST IN THE TRAINING AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO BRING SECURITY TO EVERY AREA OF THE REGION. 

THE SECOND CENTER OF GRAVITY IS CAPITAL ACQUIRED THROUGH ILLICIT ACTIVITY INCLUDING THE TRANSFER AND LAUNDERING OF MONEY.  WE CAN WEAKEN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS BY INTERDICTING THESE ILLICIT ACTIVITIES AND THE RESULTING REVENUE.  THIS IS A KEY ELEMENT OF ATTACKING NOT JUST THE TERRORISTS OF OUR REGION BUT THE GLOBAL NATURE OF TERRORIST ACTIVITY.  

WE CONTINUE TO FOCUS ON INTERDICTING DRUGS AND OTHER ILLICIT TRAFFIC WHICH TAKES A KEY REVENUE SOURCE FROM THE TERRORISTS.  WITHIN THE INTERAGENCY TERRORIST FINANCIAL DESIGNATION PROCESS, WE ARE PARTNERING WITH THE OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL OR (OFAC) TO ASSIST IN INTERDICTING THE FLOW OF CAPITAL ACQUIRED THROUGH ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.

ALTHOUGH THE FOCUS OF TODAY’S CONFERENCE IS THE MIDDLE EAST TERRORIST CONNECTION TO LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN, I WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND’S MOST DEMANDING TERRORIST THREAT – NARCOTERRORISM.

MORE THAN 300 METRIC TONS OF COCAINE AND HEROIN ENTER THE UNITED STATES EVERY YEAR FROM COUNTRIES IN LATIN AMERICA.  THESE DRUGS DIRECTLY RESULT IN 21,000 DEATHS PER YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES AND 55,000 INDIRECT DEATHS.  THESE DEATHS ARE THE RESULT OF WHAT I OFTEN CALL A WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION EMPLOYED BY NARCOTERRORISTS - DRUGS.  IN ADDITION TO THE TRAGIC LOSS OF LIFE, WE LOSE $160 BILLION IN ECONOMIC PRODUCTIVITY DUE TO ILLICIT DRUG ACTIVITY.    
NEARLY 90% OF THE COCAINE FLOW INTO THE UNITED STATES ORIGINATES IN COLOMBIA WHERE THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF NARCO-TERRORISTS OPERATE.  MOST OF THE NARCO-TERRORISTS ARE AFFILIATED WITH GROUPS WHICH ONCE PURSUED A POLITICAL AGENDA LIKE THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES OF COLOMBIA OR (FARC), THE UNITED SELF DEFENSE FORCES OR (AUC), AND THE NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY OR (ELN) IN COLOMBIA; ALL THREE ARE ON THE STATE DEPARTMENT’S LIST OF FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS AND CAN NO LONGER BE CONSIDERED ANYTHING BUT TERRORISTS.  
WHILE VISITING COLOMBIA RECENTLY, I MET A FORMER FARC MEMBER WHO HAD DEMOBILIZED BACK TO CIVILIAN LIFE.  WHEN I ASKED HIM WHY HE DEMOBILIZED OUT OF THE GROUP, HE STATED - THE FARC ONCE HAD A LEGITIMATE POLITICAL AGENDA, NOW THEY ARE SIMPLY TERRORISTS AND DRUG TRAFFICKERS WHO HAVE LOST THEIR WAY.  THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE NO LONGER INSURGENTS.  IN FACT, TO REFER TO THEM AS ANYTHING OTHER THAN TERRORISTS GIVES THEM SOME TACIT LEGITIMACY WHICH THEY SIMPLY DO NOT DESERVE.  
IN THE SMALL REMOTE COLOMBIAN TOWN OF FORTUL, THE FARC HIRED A 10 YEAR OLD BOY, FOR 35 PESOS, TO DELIVER A BICYCLE TO A POLICE CHECK POINT.  WHAT THEY FAILED TO TELL THIS INNOCENT BOY WAS HE WAS CARRYING 10 POUNDS OF EXPLOSIVES IN THE BICYCLE.  AS THE BOY APPROACHED THE CHECKPOINT, THE BOMB WAS DETONATED AND THE DAMAGE WAS CATASTROPHIC - AND WHAT WAS FOUND IN THE CARNAGE WAS ONE OF THE BOY’S SMALL HANDS CLINGING TO THE PESOS THE FARC HAD PAID HIM.  HOW COULD AN ORGANIZATION WHICH EXECUTES THE YOUNG FOR THEIR GAIN BE CALLED ANYTHING BUT GUTLESS, HEARTLESS TERRORISTS.  
FEW LIVING COLOMBIANS HAVE KNOWN LIFE WITHOUT THE CONSTANT SPECTER OF TERRORISM HANGING OVER THEIR HEADS, THREATENING THEIR LIVES, AND JEOPARDIZING THEIR CHILDREN’S FUTURES.
FORTUNATELY THERE IS CAUSE FOR CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM……OUR GOVERNMENT MADE AN ENORMOUS INVESTMENT IN THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA THREE AND A HALF YEARS AGO UNDER PLAN COLOMBIA.  THAT INVESTMENT IS NOW BEGINNING TO PAY DIVIDENDS.   UNDER PRESIDENT URIBE, THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA IS MAKING HUGE STRIDES IN DEFEATING ITS NARCOTERRORISTS AND REJOINING THE RANKS OF PEACEFUL, SAFE AND SECURE STATES. 
COLOMBIA’S RECENT SUCCESSES CAN LARGELY BE ATTRIBUTED TO PRESIDENT URIBE WHO TOOK OFFICE IN AUGUST OF 2002. HE IS THE REAL DEAL - THERE ARE FEW PEOPLE I KNOW FOR WHOM I HAVE GREATER RESPECT.  HIS HISTORICALLY HIGH POPULARITY, NOW AT AN UNPRECEDENTED 80%, SHOWS THE COLOMBIAN PEOPLE SHARE THAT RESPECT AND HAVE HAD ENOUGH OF BLOOD AND TEARS AND ARE DEMANDING AN END TO THE TERROR.  PRESIDENT URIBE HAS ALMOST SINGLE-HANDEDLY GALVANIZED THE WILL OF HIS PEOPLE AND STEELED THEIR DETERMINATION TO TAKE THEIR COUNTRY BACK.  HIS PERSONAL CHARISMA AND DRIVE ONLY GO SO FAR, AND HE WELL KNOWS IT.  THAT IS WHY HE IS BUILDING THE STRUCTURES TO SUSTAIN MOMENTUM AND INSTITUTIONALIZE SUCCESS BEYOND THAT OF HIS TERM.

THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY HAS BECOME MUCH BETTER AND MORE AGGRESSIVE IN THEIR OPERATIONS AGAINST THE FARC, THE ELN, AND THE AUC.  THEY HAVE NEARLY DOUBLED THE NUMBER OF NARCOTERRORISTS CAPTURED AND KILLED WHILE ALSO SEIZING THE INITIATIVE ON THE BATTLEFIELD.  THEY HAVE HAD INCREASING SUCCESS AGAINST THE ENEMY’S LEADERSHIP.  DEMOBILIZATIONS ARE UP, WITH SOME 3500 MEMBERS OF ILLEGAL ARMED GROUPS HAVING VOLUNTARILY GIVEN UP ARMS SINCE PRESIDENT URIBE TOOK OFFICE.  THERE HAVE BEEN FEWER TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE ELECTRICAL GRID, THE OIL PIPELINE, COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS, ROADS, BRIDGES, AND TOWNS.  COCAINE ERADICATION IS UP ALONG WITH INTERDICTIONS AND SEIZURES.  ACROSS THE ENTIRE COUNTRY, HOMICIDES, KIDNAPPINGS, ROBBERIES, AND THEFTS ARE DOWN.  COLOMBIA’S ECONOMY IS GROWING AS MEASURED IN ITS STOCK MARKET, FOREIGN INVESTMENT, EXPORTS, AND BANKING REVENUES.  I AM HEARTENED BY THE PROGRESS THE COLOMBIANS ARE MAKING, OF THEIR OWN VOLITION, AND WITH OUR AID.  WE NEED TO STAY THE COURSE IN OUR SUPPORT OF THEIR EFFORTS. 
WE HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO IN COLOMBIA BUT I AM CONVINCED WE ARE HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.  AS WE MAKE PROGRESS IN DEFEATING THE NARCOTERRORISTS OF COLOMBIA, WE CONTINUE TO BROADEN OUR STRATEGIES TO THE ANDEAN RIDGE AS A WHOLE WHERE THE SUCCESSES IN COLOMBIA WILL RESULT IN INCREASED DRUG ACTIVITY IN THE SURROUNDING REGION.  WE WILL BE STEADFAST IN OUR SUPPORT TO THE NATIONS OF THE ANDEAN RIDGE AND USE COLOMBIA AS A MODEL FOR SUCCESS.

A VERY RELEVANT EXAMPLE OF THE CORRUPTING POWER OF NARCOTERRORISM IS EVIDENT WITH THE RECENT EVENTS IN HAITI.  PRESIDENT ARISTIDE ENTERED OFFICE WITH HIGH HOPES OF BRINGING HAITI TO A NEW LEVEL OF SECURITY AND NATIONAL PRIDE.  I WAS PART OF THE OPERATION WHEN WE ASSISTED WITH HIS RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP IN 1994.  WE WERE GENUINELY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT HIS PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS.  CERTAINLY A MAJOR CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN THE RECENT FAILURE OF HIS GOVERNMENT WAS THE CORRUPTION OF INSTITUTIONS THAT ACCOMPANIES NARCOTERRORISM.  ABOUT 8% OF THE COCAINE ENTERING OUR COUNTRY IS TRAN-SHIPPED THROUGH HAITI.  THIS ILLICIT BUSINESS CORRUPTED THE INSTITUTIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR GOVERNING AND ULTIMATELY COMPROMISED THE RULE OF LAW.  

ON SUNDAY, A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT WAS SUCCESSFUL, AND WITH IT, AN OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE FORWARD.  WE HAVE STOOD UP A HAITI TASK FORCE UNDER MY COMMAND AS A PART OF A MULTINATIONAL INTERIM FORCE.  THIS FORCE WILL ENSURE SECURITY AND THE RULE OF LAW ARE RETURNED TO HAITI.  I WILL VISIT HAITI SOON TO DO AN ON-SITE ASSESSMENT OF THE AREA. 
  
I HAVE OUTLINED MY TOP TWO TERRORIST THREATS FOR YOU TODAY.  AFTER MUCH STEADFAST SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, WE HAVE SEEN PROGRESS AGAINST NARCOTERRORISM IN ONE OF THE MANY COUNTRIES IT AFFECTS.   IT HAS TAKEN THREE AND A HALF YEARS OF UNRELENTING EFFORT TO SEE TANGIBLE RESULTS.    SIMILAR SUCCESS CAN AND WILL BE ACHIEVED IN ALL COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY ITS OPPRESSIVE NATURE WITH THE APPROPRIATE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES AND EFFORT.  

THE LONG ARM OF ISLAMIC RADICAL ACTIVITY IS A MUCH MORE UNCERTAIN FRONT WHICH WILL REQUIRE SIMILAR UNRELENTING SUPPORT TO DEFEAT.  WITH THE UNDENIABLE LINKS TO WORLD TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS WE HAVE OUTLINED TODAY, ISLAMIC RADICAL GROUPS CONDUCTING ILLICIT ACTIVITY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN MUST BE A SIGNIFICANT PART OF OUR WAR ON TERROR.  WE MUST COMMIT THE APPROPRIATE RESOURCES TO COMBAT THIS THREAT TO SECURE THE NATIONS OF OUR REGION AND OUR SHORES.

I’LL LEAVE YOU WITH THE THOUGHT THAT DESPITE PROGRESS IN COLOMBIA, AND DESPITE ALL THE HARD WORK OF LEADERS AND MILITARIES ACROSS THE REGION, THERE ARE STORM CLOUDS LOOMING ON THE SOUTHERN HORIZON.  IF WE TURN AWAY….IF WE FAIL TO PAY ATTENTION… IF WE LOSE OUR  WAY….THEN WE FAIL THE AMERICAS….AND TERRORISTS OF THE WORLD WILL CONTINUE TO USE THE REGION TO FUEL THEIR HORRIBLE ACTIVITIES.  WE MUST NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN.  GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.  

I’LL BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE.  
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