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‘Renew our commltment’

By Army Maj. Gen. Gary D.
Speer

U.S. Southern Command Acting
Commander in Chief

n this Memorial

Day, we honor

members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who
valiantly perished de-
fending our nation and
preserving our freedom.
Their courage inspires
us, and their sacrifice
deserves our highest
tribute.

Since the War of
Independence, U.S.
military personnel have
demonstrated heroism,
pride, and professional-

1sm unmatched in world
history. Our salutes at
their gravesites acknowl-
edge the enormous debt
we owe these brave
Americans whose devo-
tion to duty over the
course of three centuries
has safeguarded the free-
dom we hold so dear.

As we honor our fallen
heroes, let us renew our
commitment to protect
the United States and to
promote respect for hu-
man rights and demo-
cratic principles wherever
we serve. Cathy and I
join you in tribute and in
commitment to our great
nation.
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Beach invasion

pleases

South

Florida masses

By Navy Petty Officer
3rd Class (JO3) Andrew
Pratt

U.S. Southern Command
Public Affairs

FORT LAUDER-
DALE, Fla. -- A mas-
sive display of mili-
tary hardware and
know-how literally
hit the beaches of
Fort Lauderdale May
4 and 5 during the
McDonald’s “Na-
tional Salute to the
U.S. Military,” 2002
Air and Sea Show.

By official ac-
counts, the show
drew over three mil-
lion spectators who
braved the swelter-
ing 90-degree Florida
heat.

The show, slated
as a salute to the U.S.
military, included
demonstrations by
the U.S. Army
Golden Knights and
U.S. Navy Leap

see Showtime
Page 4
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Showtime
from Page 3

Frogs parachute teams, the
U.S. Air Force B-2 Spirit
stealth bomber, a U.S.
Coast Guard rescue demon-
stration and a Marine am-
phibious landing on the
beaches.

In addition, the U.S.
Southern Command Color
Guard performed at the
opening ceremony. Also,
Lt. Cmdr. Amelia Sweeney,
J-2 Intelligence Director-
ate, opened the event with
the National Anthem.

Early Saturday, follow-
ing the opening festivities,
two Navy F-18 Hornet

see Showtime
Page 5

Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts
U.S. Marines exit a CH-46 helicopter during an "Invasion of the Beach" demonstration
May 4, 2002 during the McDonald's Air & Sea Show at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.



May 31, 2002 ﬁ*“m“""&[“

Internet: http://lwww.southcom.mil 5

i

Photos by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts

A Navy Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) maneuvers in
the waters off of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., May 4, 2002 during

the McDonald's Air & Sea Show.

|
During the "Invasion of
the Beach" demonstra-
tion, three Marines
secure Ft. Lauderdale
Beach with the USS
Harry S. Truman (CVN
75) in the background.

Showtime
from Page 4

fighter jets performed a si-
multaneous catapult
launch off the aircraft car-
rier USS Harry S Truman
(CVN-75), and provided
cover to the U.S. Marines
invading the beach. The
landing included a CH-46
Chinook helicopter that
dropped Marines into the
water for the assault, sup-
ported by a Cobra helicop-
ter gunship.

The Navy F-18 fighter
performed aerial combat
maneuvers that seemingly
defied the laws of physics.
At one point, one of the
fighters glided slowly
across the sky with its nose
in the air and its tail dip-

ping toward the ocean at a
45-degree tilt. The 45-de-
gree tilt is the same maneu-
ver used when performing
an aircraft carrier tail hook
landing.

While spectators en-
joyed the thrill of seeing
their nation’s defense forces
up close, they were soberly
aware of the military’s real
job.

“Defending our country
1s an expensive endeavor,”
said David E. Weiss of
Loxahatchee, Fla. “It may
not be used in our lifetime
but it has to be there in case
we need it. We always have
to ready,” Weiss added.

The stars of this year’s
Air and Sea Show were the

see Showtime
Page 6
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U.S. Navy Blue An-
gels. The planes flew
perilously close to
each other while per-
forming various ma-
neuvers pleasing the
crowds. They flew at
each other, flipped
upside down and
around, flew four
abreast in a diamond
shape, and banked at
such a high speed
that the pilots felt
gravity at almost
nine times the norm.

The public
watched the show
with amazement, fre-
quently cheering on
the men and women

in uniform.

Ed Lewis, visit-
ing from Niagara
Falls, Ontario,
couldn’t decide what
impressed him most.
“It was fantastic,
each of the services,”
he said.

The performers
were also very grate-
ful for the public’s
support. It’s been a
good time, getting
down here and seeing
the people. We get a
lot of good support.
It’s a nice payback,”
said Marine Cpl.
Patrick Mills, 2nd
Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, Camp

see Showtime
Page 7

Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Amelia Sweeney, U.S. Southern Command, sings
the National Anthem during the opening ceremony of the McDonald's
Air & Sea Show May 4, 2002 in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
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The U.S. Southern Com-
mand Color Guard per-
forms at the McDonald's Air
& Sea Show May 4, 2002 in
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Showtime
from Page 6

The media and VIPs pay
their respect to the playing
of the National Anthem and
the flag presentation.

Lejeune, N.C.

Some civilian pilots
performed stunts in the
show too. In a tribute to the
U.S. Marines, Jim Leroy
zipped his modified Pitts
S2-S Bulldog biplane
around the sky, leaving a
twisting weave of smoke.
The plane climbed up al-
most a mile, stopped and
hung motionless for an in-
stant, then fell back toward
the earth tail first, before
righting itself.

In addition to the
weekend public perfor-
mances, the military put

see Showtime
Page 8
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Photos by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts

The U.S. Navy parachute team “Leap Frogs” perform

during the McDonald's Air & Sea Show in Ft. Lauder-

dale, Fla., May 4, 2002.
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(Right) The U.S. Navy Blue Angels,
flying F/A-18 Hornets, barely miss each
other while performing at the
McDonald's Air & Sea Show in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Fla., May 4, 2002.
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Photos by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts
A four-ship F-15E Strike Eagle formation from
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C., flies
over Ft. Lauderdale Beach May 4, 2002 dur-
ing the McDonald's Air & Sea Show.

(Left) AU.S. Army
Golden Knight de-
scends onto Ft.
Lauderdale Beach
during the
McDonald's Air &
Sea Show May 4,
2002. The team
performed during
Fleet Week and both
days of the Air &
Sea Show.
|

Showtime
from Page 7

on a special show Fri-
day, May 3, for the
Broward County
School District.
“It’s hard to
single out one favor-
ite event, but I espe-
cially liked the Tom-
cats (U.S. Navy F-
14s), seeing the speed
and hearing the
boom, said Lt. Col.
Sony (pronounced
Sunny) Flibert, Army
Junior ROTC cadet,
from Boyd Anderson
High School. “The
show has a special
meaning after what
happened Septem-
ber 11,” he added.
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Fleet Week volunteers give
back to local communities

(Right) the USS
Harry S. Truman
(CVN 75) is
docked at Port Ev-
erglades, Fla.

(Left) A young Photo/JOC Gabe Puello
sailor looks off the stern of the

Truman after the aircraft carrier ar-
rived for Fleetweek activities April 29.
Hundreds of sailors, Coast Guards-
men and U.S. Southern Command
personnel participated in volunteer
activities in Broward County.

A sailor tutors a

student during a

visit to Horizon

Elementary !
School in Sun- Photo/Capt. Tom Crosson
rise, Fla., May 1, 2002.

Photo by JOC Gabe Puello
(Left to right) Navy Chap-
lain Lt. Edward Ohm,
Chief Petty Officer Rob-
ert French and Air Force
Tech. Sgt. Jacqueline
Clark cleans paint off their
hands and arms at a Habi-
tat for Humanity work site
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.,
April 30, 2002.
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Eberhart
tabbed to
head U.S.
Northern
Command

By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

Gen. Ralph E. Eberhart

WASHINGTON,
May 8, 2002 — The com-
mander of the U.S.
military’s space and con-
tinental air defense as-
sets has been chosen to
lead the nation’s pre-
mier military homeland
defense organization.

Air Force Gen. Ralph
E. Eberhart has been nomi-
nated by President Bush to
command the soon-to-be
established U.S. Northern
Command, Defense

Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said today in a
Pentagon news briefing.
The nomination requires

U.S. Senate confirmation,
DoD officials noted.

Northern Command
will take the homeland se-
curity missions being per-
formed by various combat-
ant commanders and put
them under a single com-
mand, Air Force Gen. Rich-
ard B. Myers, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
noted April 18 at a Penta-
gon press briefing.

The new organization
is slated for activation Oct.
1 at Peterson Air Force
Base, Colorado Springs,
Colo., as part of changes to
DoD’s Unified Command
Plan announced April 17.

Eberhart currently
wears three hats as the
commander in chief of both
U.S. Space Command and
the North American Aero-
space Defense Command

and as Defense Depart-
ment manager for Space
Transportation Systems
Contingency Support, all
at Peterson. He has
served as head of Space
Command since Feb. 22,
2000.

A command pilot,
Eberhart flew 300 com-
bat missions in Vietnam.
Other assignments dur-
ing his career include
tours as Air Force vice
chief of staff; commander,
Air Force Air Combat
Command, Langley Air
Force Base, Va.; and
commander of the 5th Air
Force, Yokota Air Base,
Japan. He is a 1968
graduate of the U.S. Air
Force Academy, Colo-
rado Springs.
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High tech access card replacing old military ID

By Navy Petty Officer 3 Class
(JO3) Andrew Pratt

U.S. Southern Command Public
Affairs

MIAMI — Everyone
would enjoy a life with less
paper work. Get ready,
U.S. Southern Command,
technology is in the works
to make your lives
smoother.

The Department of
Defense has begun issuing
the Common Access Cards
(CAC’s) to replace the tra-
ditional green-colored mili-
tary ID. The card will have
an embedded computer
chip with 32 kilobytes of
storage, as well as a mag-
netic strip and bar code.

Name, branch of ser-

The Common Access Card

Fast facts about the Common Access Card

is the new identfication card
that will be issued to all DoD
members by Cctober, 2002,
Aithough similar in size to
the current green 1.0, card,
the new card will incluede
much more information
about the member, and will
hawve much more versatility
in its use than the current
card. For imsiance, the new
card can be programmed to
gain access o worksiations
as well as food service and
equipment issue, b

| Branch
of service

= Status

™~ Rank

Computer
[ chip

Coesantion ideridic wion Ced

Li
Bar code

vice, pay grade and rank,
blood type, social security
number, and date of birth
appear on the CAC, as they
do on the military ID. But
it will contain other data

including benefits data for
the service member.

So far, about 200 cards
have been issued for “key
personnel” at Southern
Command.

Beginning in May, the
U.S. Southern Command
administrator for the De-
fense Enrollment Eligibil-
ity and Reporting System
(DEERS) and Real-time
Automated Personnel Iden-
tification System (RAP-
IDS) plans to begin issuing
cards to the “general popu-
lation” of active duty mili-
tary personnel. Issuing the
cards is the first phase of
the card program.

At first, a service mem-
ber won’t see much differ-
ence between the CAC and
their old cards. When the
second phase is imple-

See CAC

Page 12
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CAC over his card and in- their CAC 1issued
Service members with last put his Personal May 13 through June

from Page 11

mented, service
members can use the
card to log into a
computer and send
email.

To activate the
email capability, the
user will enter a pass-
word and possibly
submit his finger for
a scan.

The second phase
1s to build the infra-
structure of the pub-
lic key system. Once
computers are
equipped with
‘middle ware’ soft-
ware, the cardholder
can send encrypted
email. The recipient

66 29

letters A

June 1.

names beginning with the
through “B”
should report to have their
CAC issued May 13 through
Service members
with last names beginning
with the letter “C” should
report to have their CAC
issued June 3 through 21.

can treat the email as
official correspon-
dence, knowing that
the sender’s identity
was authenticated,
according to program
sources.

The computer
chip’s “open architec-
ture” feature leaves
room for additional

applications to be
programmed in the
future.

For example, in-
stead of completing
reams of paperwork
to check into Bach-
elor Enlisted or Of-
ficer Quarters, the
individual checking
in would simply hand

Identification Num-
ber (PIN) on a key-
pad. Then the auto-
mated system would
record the number of
days the individual
stays in the quarters.
The check out time
would be recorded by
when the border
swipes his card at the
end of the stay.
Other uses for
the card include re-
cording food services
charges in a mess
hall, and storing
medical records.
Service members
with last names be-
ginning with the let-
ters “A” through “B”
should report to have

1. Service members
with last names be-
ginning with the let-
ter “C” should report
to have their CAC is-
sued June 3 through
21. The order will be
alphabetical.

All others should
stay alert for E-mail
about when they
should report to have
their CAC issued.
The order will be al-
phabetical. The issu-
ing facility is located
at 8300 NW 33 St.,
Suite 110, Miami.
Daily service hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
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DoD authorizes National Defense
Service Medal for war on terrorism

By Rudi Williams
American Forces Press
Service

WASHINGTON,
May 2, 2002 — All
service members, in-
cluding Coast
Guardsmen, who
were on active duty
on or after Sept. 11,
2001, are eligible to
wear the National
Defense Service
Medal, defense offi-
cials announced May
1.

“The sacrifices
and contributions
made by the armed
forces in direct re-

sponse to the terror-
ism at-
tacks on
t h e
United
-1 States and
T . to the long-
& term reso-
lution of
terrorism
merit special
recognition,” said
Deputy Sec-
retary of De-
fense Paul
Wolfowitz.
Mem-

bers of the
National Guard and
Reserve may also be
awarded the medal if

they were on federal
active duty on or af-
ter Sept. 11. Excep-
tions are if they were
on active duty for
training, on short
tours of active duty to
serve on boards,
courts, commissions
and the like, or on
active duty solely to
get a physical exam.

Service members
previously have worn
the National Defense
Service Medal for
duty in three distinct
periods, starting
with the Korean War
era, defined as June
27, 1950, to July 27,

1954.

Executive Order
11265 authorized the
secretary of defense
to establish periods of
eligibility after Dec.
31, 1960. The second
period of eligibility
was a loosely termed
“Vietnam War era” of
Jan. 1, 1961, to Aug.
14, 1974.

The medal was
again authorized by a
memorandum from
the secretary of de-
fense dated Feb. 20,
1991, for active ser-
vice on or after Aug.
2, 1990 — the begin-
ning of Operation
Desert Shield. The
termination date was
later set as Nov. 30,
1995.

No closing date
has been established
for this newest pe-
riod. Eligible service
members can receive
and wear the award
immediately. Those
already awarded the
medal for an earlier
period will receive a
bronze service star
device to attach to the
ribbon.

Established by
President
Eisenhower on April
22, 1953, the Na-
tional Defense Ser-
vice Medal indicates
military service dur-
ing a time of war or
conflict regardless of
the service member’s
station of duty.
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Civilian named ‘best of the best’ in South Florida

By Master Sgt. Lee Rob-
erts, USAF
Southern Star Editor

MIAMI - A U.S.
Southern Command
civilian recently gar-
nered top honors at
the 37" Annual Fed-
eral Employee of the
Year Awards Lun-
cheon hosted by the
South Florida Fed-
eral Executive
Board.

Leana Bresna-
han, an international
relations human
rights coordinator in
the J-5 Strategy,
Policy, and Plans Di-
rectorate, was
named the 2001

South Florida Fed-
eral Employee of the
Year during an
awards banquet May
10 at the elegant
Rusty Pelican Res-
taurant.

A five-member,
blue-ribbon panel
chose Bresnahan for
the “best of the best”
accolade after re-
viewing the nomina-
tion packages of
those chosen as final-
ists by an awards
committee from each
of the 10 categories,
which were adminis-
trative; clerical and

see Winner
Page 15

=
—
-t
=
-
—
=]
-
-
=
=
=
-
=
-

Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts
Leana Bresnahan, an international relations human rights coordina-
tor at the U.S. Southern Command in Miami, was named the 2001
South Florida Federal Employee of the Year during an awards ban-
quet May 10, 2002 hosted by the South Florida Executive Board.
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Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts
Leana Bresnaham was named South
Florida's top federal employee out of
more than 35,000 civilian and military
workers in the region.

Winner
from Page 14

administrative support; equal oppor-
tunity and diversity; law enforce-
ment; management; professional and
scientific; technical; trades and
crafts; service to community; and
valor.

“I went to the banquet with ab-
solutely no expectation of winning
anything,” Bresnahan said. “In fact,
I came very close to not going at all
as my coworkers and I were working
on a human rights briefing. When I
arrived and saw that I was a finalist,
I was surprised, but still did not ex-
pect to win anything. When they
called my name I was shocked!”

Air Force Lt. Col. Maria Cordero,
J-5 Human Rights Division chief, said
she 1s not surprised at all by
Bresnahan’s selection for this presti-
gious honor.

As Bresnahan’s supervisor,

Cordero said she sees Bresnahan as
an exemplary employee, “not only
technically proficient in the area of
human rights, but also, a consum-
mate professional.” The lieutenant
colonel added that she often refers
to her star employee as the “heart
and soul” of the Human Rights Divi-
sion. “She has the highest level of
personal and professional commit-
ment to helping the security forces
in the area of operations, in their ef-
forts to enhance the professionalism
of the forces, by instilling a culture
of respect for human rights within
their respective institutions,”
Cordero added.

Bresnahan, a Kansas City, Mo.,
native, joined the nation’s civil ser-
vice in September 1996 when the
command was headquartered in
Panama. Since then she has been

see Winner
Page 16
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Winner
from Page 15

heavily involved in advis-
ing command leadership on
human rights issues. In
addition, she is responsible
for the command’s human
rights training program
and serves as the
command’s liaison with the
civilian human rights com-
munity, which include non-
governmental organiza-
tions such as Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty Inter-
national, and international
organizations like the In-
ter-American Institute of
Human Rights.

“I love my job because
I believe that our efforts in
the Human Rights Division
are making a difference,

and more importantly,
have the potential of hav-
Ing an even bigger positive
impact in the future,”
Bresnahan explained. “As

quite an accomplishment
given the fact that there are
35,000 federal employees
(both civilian and military)
in Southeast Florida en-

the program 1is
relatively young,
and we are the
only unified com-
mand in the U.S.
military which
has a human
rights program,
practically ev-
erything we do is
blazing new ter-
ritory, and that’s
exciting.”
According to
Michael Rhodes,

Photo/JO3 Andrew Pratt
Leana Bresnahan
(Left) receives her
Award from Michael
L. Rhodes, chair-
man of the South
Florida Federal Ex-
ecutive Board.

compassing 108
federal agencies
from West Palm
Beach to Key
West. “All are
eligible to com-
pete,” he said.
The com-
mand submitted
29 individuals
for recognition.
SOUTHCOM
had two cat-
egory winners:
Bresnahanin the

the command’s Quality of
Life advisor, and chairman
of the South Florida Fed-
eral Executive Board,
Bresnahan’s selection is

administrative category;
and Air Force Staff Sgt.
Jeffrey Greenberg, U.S.
Army Garrison Miami, in
the technical category. In

addition, the command had
six of the 29 finalists: Vilma
Lesesne in the administra-
tive category; Evelyn
Alcover in the administra-
tive support category; Ri-
chard Zimmelman in the
professional category;
Marilyn Woodward in the
technical category; and of
course Bresnahan and
Greenberg.

Rhodes noted that the
command leadership is
very pleased that the selec-
tion committee acknowl-
edged the professionalism,
talent and performance of
the people serving within
the command.

“On behalf of the Fed-
eral Executive Board, I ex-
press well-deserved con-
gratulations to all the hon-
orees,” he said.
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Decoration day

Air Force Brig. Gen.
Robert Bishop (Right),
J-56 Strategy, Policy, and
Plans Directorate
director, presents the
Defense Meritorious
Service Medal May 17 to
Air Force Chief Master
Sgt. Bill Hoerman, J-1
Manpower and
Personnel Directorate,
during an end-of-tour
award presentation at
the Thurman Building.
Hoerman, the
command’s senior Air
Force NCO, culminates
five years of service at
SOUTHCOM. (Photo by
Air Force Master Sgt.
Lee Roberts)
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General
ensures
volunteers’
generosity

not forgotten

By Master Sgt. Lee Roberts,
USAF
Southern Star Editor

MIAMI — “We in the
military share a tradi-
tion where we are abso-
lutely dependent upon
the good graces of volun-
teers to make things
happen.” The acting com-
mander in chief stressed
these words as he praised
the U.S. Southern

Command’s volunteers for

Photo by Army Sgt. Lucy J. Pabon
Army Maj. Gen. Gary Speer (Center), acting commander
in chief, accepts a symbolic check for $114,245 from Army
Col. James Willey (Right) and Cheryl Byrd.

their generosity last year Army Maj. Gen. Gary
during a recognition cer- Speer expressed his heart-
emony here at the feltgratitude forthe 12,596

Thurman Building May 23. hours of time spent “giving

back” to the community by
the command’s military
and civilian personnel, con-
tractors and family mem-
bers.

“You heard the fig-
ures... nearly 13,000 docu-
mented volunteer hours for
the greater extension of
our military community for

both supporting
SOUTHCOM and our com-
munity,” Speer said.

“Whether it is school sup-
port, sports or youth pro-
grams, Habitat for Human-
ity, or just supporting the
military information flow,
all are dependent on the
time and energy from the
people we recognize today.”

During the event, the

see Awards
Page 19
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Awards
from Page 17

general also accepted
a symbolic check for
$114,245 from Army
Col. James Willey,
U.S. Army Garrison
— Miami commander,
and Cheryl Byrd, di-
rector of Community
Activities, which rep-
resented the mon-
etary figure that
people spent volun-
teering in local com-
munities.

Guy Drab moder-
ated the ceremony
and spoke about
when the command
was established in
Miami in 1997. “The
commander in chief

Photo by Army Sgt. Lucy J. Pabon

The general and his wife Cathy pose with
volunteers being recognized from the J-1
Manpower and Personnel Directorate.

promised that the
U.S. Southern Com-
mand would give
back more than it
would receive,” he

said.
That tradition
continues today.

Drab explained that
“volunteers from the

command spend time
mentoring children
and assisting teach-
ers 1n their schools,
working in Boy Scout
and Girl Scout pro-
grams, helping the
Habitat for Human-
ity build houses, serv-
ing as visitors to the
home bound and
those incarcerated.
They help with
sports programs,
church programs, the
American Red Cross,
and hospital visita-
tion. Volunteers also
spend countless
hours in the com-
mand organizing lo-
cal zip code coffee
groups, organizing
and planning the
children’s holiday

party and participat-
ing in local forums
and on numerous
committees,” he said.
Speer added that
during the State of
the Union Address,
President Bush re-
counted the 1in-
creased visibility of
patriotism that has
taken hold since
Sept. 11, 2001.
“What I person-
ally recall,” the gen-
eral said, “is the
president’s call to
citizens to dedicate
themselves to the
nation by setting
aside 4,000 hours
during their lifetime

see Awards
Page 20
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from Page 19

volunteering to a worthy cause.
What we see today is we have many
folks well on their way who are al-
ready in the process of that spirit of
volunteerism to our nation... to our
communities, even without the
president’s challenge.”

The following people received
certificates from the acting com-
mander in chief for their volunteer
service in 2001:

Army Signal Activity
Eloise Elmer

Cheri Hunter

Miriam Lopez
Alexander Lopez
Donna Lewis

Verlicia Alzamora
Mary Kirton

Lawrence Karl

Deborah Karl

Kimberly Vinger

Staff Scott Vinger

Command Group

Nelson Del Valle

Blanquita Chastain

Margie Supervielle

Petty Officer 2" Class Marta Ruiz
J-1 Directorate

Patsy Barrier

Maj. Donna Dwaine

Master Sgt. Karen Thompson
Capt. Cameron Mitchell
J-2 Directorate

Marta Burgess

Alison Dellarocco

1%t Lt. Andre Demegret
Airman 15t Class
Guadarrama

Cynthia Kelley

Senior Chief Petty Officer Elizabeth
Pereira

Master Sgt. Cindy Franks

Sgt. James Fix

Theresa

Petty Officer 1%t Class Daniel
McGurty

Sgt. 1t Class Charles Stafford
Staff Sgt. Maribel Rodriguez

1%t Lt. Eltressa Spencer

Michelle Barrentine

Tech. Sgt. Jacqueline Clark

Jesus Vasquez

Maj. Steven Gill

J-3 Directorate

Cathy Jackman

Lt. Col. Dean Corpman

Staff Sgt. Shawnte Zolicoffer
Senior Master Sgt. Danielle Pease
Petty Officer 3 Class Latorsha Petry
Belita Smith

James Smith

Elisia Mumford

Maj. Richard McKinstry

Kim McKinstry

Mary Kalaidis

Capt. Deeann Emery

see Awards
Page 22
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Maj. Gerardo De-La Cruz-Martinez
J-4 Directorate

Lt. Col. Marshall Nathanson
Cindy Sonntag

J-5 Directorate

Cmdr. Brodes Hartley

Laura Hume

Capt. Jeffrey Miller

Lt. Col. Franklin Montalvo
Staff Sgt. Michelle Phillips
Cynthia Chen

J-6 Directorate

Senior Airman Jason Weir

2n It. Lewis Pate

Charlene Pate

Master Sgt. Darrell Edwards
Spc. Lovely Jones

Chief Petty Officer Walter Lewis
Petty Officer 3" Class Nicole Prince
Maj. Edwin Bayba

J-8 Directorate

"

= Amaerican Spirit

b
* % Lelebrale the

VOLUNTEER!

Staff Sgt. Maslyn Prosper

Buenovenuta Negrette
USAG - Miami
Wendy J. Baker
Miriam Cochran
Maritza Echevers
Kathy Garcia
Marcelline Hamman
Harriot Johnston
Tamika Jones
Marilyn I. Lewis
Michael E. Pantoja
Rosa Real

Heather A. Tuttle

Kathleen Whitehead
Mariseza Campbell
Staff Sgt. Rodney Rumph
Ann Marshall

Peggy Corpman
Jennifer Harms
Richard Zimmelman
Lt. Col. Barbara Jennings
Guy Drab

Marva Creary

Melissa Badami
Denise Barry,

Mary Bishop

Leyda Cruz

Jean Fox

Laura Gill

Linda Hicks

Maria Marin-Davis
Cecilia Molina-Aguillon
Linda Payne

Tracy Schmidt
Gabriela Scott

Robbin Walker

Doris Wilde
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Officials dedicate Nutrition Center in El Salvador

— i

Local citizens gather for the dedication of a three-room nutrition
center, kitchen and restroom facility in the La Paz Department of El
Photos by Army Master Sgt. Michael Hoyt Salvador.

Col. John Goetchius, U.S. Military Group com-
mander in El Salvador, receives a small por-
tion of the ribbon from the ribbon cutting
ceremony held May 16. U.S. military forces
helped build the El Porfiado Nutrition Center
in the La Paz Department as part of an over-
seas humanitarian, disaster and civic assis-
tance program. The nutrition center. The kitchen. The restrooms.
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Leadership now

Twenty-nine U.S. South-
ern Command Head-
quarter staff members
pose at the Mid-Level
Leader Development
Course 02-01 held at the
Miami Dade Fire and Res-
cue Building April 22
through 26. The partici-
pants, mid-level GS-11
and below civilian
workforce, focused on
oral and written commu-
nications; decision mak-
ing and leadership; team
building, and the relation-
ship and role of person-
nel within the “big pic-
ture” of various organi-
zations. (Photo by Army
Sgt. Lucy J. Pabon)
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Online VA benefits guide available

By Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem, USA
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, May 14, 2002 —
The Department of Veterans Affairs
has made its comprehensive benefits
guide available for free on the
Internet.

Federal Benefits for Veterans
and Dependents is a 100-page hand-
book describing benefits provided by
the VA and an overview of programs
and services for veterans provided by
other federal agencies.

VA officials estimate most of
America’s 25 million veterans qualify
for at least some VA benefits, but
many are unaware of their entitle-
ments. This handbook includes a list-
ing of toll-free numbers, World Wide
Web information resources, and VA
facilities.

Most veterans are eligible for
healthcare and burial benefits. Many
are also eligible for home loan guar-
antees, educational assistance, voca-
tional rehabilitation, life insurance,
and compensation for service-con-
nected disabilities.

This guide explains how to access
many of these benefits online. For
instance, it provides a Web address
and instructions for enrolling via the
Internet into the VA healthcare sys-
tem.

The book can be purchased
through the Government Printing
Office for $5 for U.S.-based custom-
ers and $6.25 for those overseas by
calling toll-free (866) 512-1800. By
providing it online at www.va.gov/
opal/feature/, the VA hopes to make
the information available to more
veterans.

Frequent flyer miles

regulations revised

The General Services Ad-
ministrations has revised its
regulations to allow federal em-
ployees to use frequent flyer
miles and other promotional
benefits earned while on official
travel to be retained for personal
use. Previously, frequent flyer
miles earned while on govern-
ment travel were the property
of the government, and could not
be used by employees for their
personal travel.

The new benefit, effective
April 12, 2002, applies to travel
taken before, on, or after Dec.
28, 2001, when the legislation
was signed into law. See
www.fedamerica.com/
frecurr.htm for more informa-
tion.
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I News briefs |

Separating?

If you are within
180 days of separa-
tion or within one
year of retirement,
there 1s a mandatory
pre-separation brief-
ing 2:30 to 4 p.m.
June 19 at the Edu-
cation Center at the
Codina Building lo-
cated at 8300 NW
33rd Street in Mi-
ami.

This briefing is a
prerequisite for the
four-day Transition
Assistance Program
workshops that are
held quarterly (The
next one is Monday-

Thursday). For more
information, call
Michela Barrow at
(305) 437-2665 or
2632.

BX shuttle

The U.S. South-
ern Command runs a
shuttle from the
Thurman Building
north entrance to the
Homestead Air Re-
serve Station BX
Mart every Tuesday
at 8:30 a.m. and re-
turns when all pa-
trons are done shop-
ping or conducting
business, which 1s no
later than 2:30 p.m.
The shuttle is for all

military and civil ser-
vice personnel. Fam-
ily members can also
utilize the shuttle to
Homestead.

TAP workshop

The next transi-
tion assistance pro-
gram workshop is
July 22 through 25
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the La Quinta Ho-
tel, 8730 NW 27th
Street. For more in-
formation or to sign
up call (305) 437-
2671 or 2726.

Newcomers

The Family Sup-
port Center is spon-

soring a newcomers
briefing 8 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. June 7 at
the Base Operations
Education Center lo-
cated at the Codina
Building, Suite 110,
8300 NW 33rd
Street.

The briefing in-
cludes presentations
from the TRICARE
representative;
SOUTHCOM Health
Clinic; Housing Of-
fice; Traffic Manage-
ment Office; Educa-
tion Office; Legal Of-
fice; Quality of Life
Office; Morale, Wel-
fare, and Recreation;
DoD Police; and

chaplain. For more
information or to re-
serve your seat at the
briefing, call (305)
437-2667.

Miami tour

The Family Sup-
port Center is spon-
soring its monthly
Miami area tour 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. June
14.

The tour is free
to military personnel
and their families.
The tour begins and
ends at the Codina
Building, Suite 110,

see Briefs
Page 26
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at 8300 NW 33 Street. For
more information or to sign
up for the tour, call (305)
437-2665.

Resume class

The Family Support
Center is sponsoring a re-
sume writing workshop
2:30t04:30 p.m. June 19 at
the Base Operations Edu-
cation Center located at
the Codina Building, Suite
110, 8300 NW 33rd Street.

For more information
or to sign up for the class,
call (305) 437-2665.

Credit fraud

Credit fraud is becom-
ing increasingly more com-
mon in the United States.

A credit thier can use
your social security num-
ber to acquire goods and
services in your name with-
out your knowledge.

A way to protect your-
self from these activities is
to contact the three na-
tional credit reporting or-
ganizations and a place a
fraud alert on your name
and social security number.

Initiate a fraud alert
telephonically. Equifax
and Experian use tele-
phone numeric prompts.
Trans Union requires infor-
mation verbally (recorded).
An added benefit of the
fraud alert process is the
companies will provide you
a free copy of your credit
report.

The national credit re-
porting organizations are

|
Backstage pass

Sgt. Lisa Caron, J-5
Strategy, Policy, and
Plans Directorate,
poses backstage
May 2 with singer
Marc Anthony
aboard the aircraft

carrier USS Harry S. Truman (DDG 75) following
the taping of a CBS special sponsored by
McDonald’s “Rockin’ for the USA, A National Sa-
lute to the Military.” (Courtesy photo)

Equifax: (800) 525-6285;
Experian (formerly TRW):
(888) 397-3742; and Trans
Union: (800) 680-7289.

If you are a victim of
fraud, you should also con-
tact the Social Security
Administration fraud line
at (800) 269-0271.

Online

scholarship

Scholarship applica-
tions for the 2002/2003 aca-
demic year from the Fed-

see Briefs
Page 27
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eral Children’s Scholarship Fund are

available at www.fedscholar Morale, Welfare and Recre- 2639 to sign up. Deadline to sign
ships.org. The deadline for com- ation, U.S. Army Garrison Miami, up is June 19.

pleted applications is June 1. All | is sponsoring the following trips

scholarship awards will be an- and tours:

nounced on or before Aug. 31. Eligi- MWR Phone Number
bility criteria is available at this site. | June 8

Important numbers

Family Counseling Center
(305) 437-3086
Housing Referral
(305) 437-2656
Education Services
(305) 437-1141
Carlson Wagonlit
(305) 436-1746
Opa-Locka USCG Veterinary
Services (POC SK2 Young)
(305) 953-2195

A snorkeling trip is planned to
the Florida Keys. Cost is $18 per
person. The deadline to sign up is

Wednesday. Call (305) 437-2639
to sign up.

June 22

A trip is planned to Bush Gar-
dens in Tampa, Fla., departing at
6 a.m. from the headquarters, re-
turning at 11 p.m.

Cost 1s $43 for adults, and $35 (305) 437-2639
for children age 3-9. Call (305) 437-




May 31, 2002 ﬁ’-‘“““@”

Features

Internet: http://www.southcom.mil

f X 78

=

Sgt. Lisa Caron, J-5 Strategy, Policy, and
Plans Directorate, volunteers as a role model
for high school students learning to sail.

|
Eon Pereira, J-5, sails
on Biscayne Bay May
7 spending time with
kids who were sail-
ing for the first time in
their lives.

-

Volunteers sail alongside local students on Biscayne Bay

Photos by Air Force Master Sgt. Lee Roberts

Jorge O’Farrill, Army Signal Activity, volunteers on the water so
dreams could come true for local high school students. Shake-A-
Leg Miami sponsors the watersports facilities and equipment for
physically disabled, developmentally disabled and youth at risk.
People interested in becoming a volunteer can call (305) 858-5550.
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Tolson strikes again

Perfect 300s pace pro bowler to victory

By Master Sgt. Lee Roberts,
USAF
Southern Star Editor

MIAMI -- Pro Bowler
David Tolson, a medic as-
signed to the U.S. Southern
Command Army Health
Clinic, recently threw two
perfect games enroute to
winning a local bowling
tournament.

Tolson bowled two 300-
point games and averaged
238 during a six-game
match play April 28 at Bird
Bowl. He won the scratch
title and also took fourth in
handicap scoring.

“I was in a groove,”
Tolson said. “My mechan-

1cs were good and I was able
to settle down and concen-
trate on every facet of my
game. The result was two
300 games. I only had five
my entire career... so I'm
pleased with this.”

Tolson added this tour-
nament victory gives him
additional confidence as he
heads into several regional
professional events this
summer.

Additionally, Tolson
recently won a six-game
qualifying tournament at
Piper Lanes in Miami and
finished second in a six-
game qualifying tourna-
ment at Don Carter’s in
Kendall, Fla.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Dave Tolson, a medic at the U.S.
Southern Command Army Health Clinic, and a profes-
sional bowler in his off-duty time, recently threw two
perfect 300-point games enroute to winning a tourna-
ment at Bird Bowl in Miami.

“My training and per- Tolson said he hopes to
formance locally should lure a sponsor, but will
pay off for me as I head into train and compete as often
the pro circuit,” he said. as his resources allow.
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J-3 team wins golf tourney by one stroke

Photo by Laura Gooch
A competitor in the Chief of
Staff’s Invitational Golf Tourna-
ment attempts to chip out of a
sand trap at Miami Golf Coun-
try Club.

H Montie Hess
® Joe Cormack
H Tony Antonio
B Dave Hricak

Chief of Staff’s Invitational Golf Tournament Results

Congratulations to the following Second p|ace (Coast Guard, -11)
golfers who competed in the Chief of g Mike Eagle

Staff’s Invitational Golf Tournament at g Jeff Waite
Miami Country Club May 24:
First place (J-3 Directorate, -12)

B Greg Matayas

B Giraldo Guterries
Third place (J-6 Directorate, -9)
B Ben Fletcher

B Randy Nieves

B Dudley Griggs

B Steven Angstadt
Men’s longest drive

B James Bagwell lll
Women’s longest drive
B Cheri Kenyon

Men’s closest to pin

H Al Hunt

Women'’s closest to pin
B No winner
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Daryl M. Kane Sgt. 1st Class Steven Quinones

Service: U.S. Army civilian Service: U.S. Army (Reserve)
(Retired Army sergeant first class) Organization: J-5 Strategy,
Organization: Policy, and Plans Directorate

Directorate n cha.rge _
Duty title: Military human re- Time in service: 23 years
source manager Hometown: Brooklyn, N.Y.
Time in service: 6 years as a | Hobbies: Golf, Latin music,
civilian, 22 in the Army . Percussionist (congas) danc-
ing, physical training, building
computers, auto mechanics, plays, and software
Favorite duty station: Heidleburg, Germany
Career highlights: Graduating from ITT with an
Associates Degree in Electronics with a 3.65 GPA;
being assigned to Headquarters 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion, 485 Regiment; being assigned to a drill ser-
geant unit; being operations NCO in charge for
state of Florida; and graduating ANCOC in 1995

Hometown: Florence, N.J.
Hobbies: Fishing and writing poems
Favorite duty station: Panama

Career highlights: Becoming a member of the
SOUTHCOM Inspector General team!
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Military salute

The U.S. Southern
Command’s Joint Color
Guard presents the
colors May 2 aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Harry
S. Truman (CVN 75),
which was berthed at
Port Everglades, Fla., for
Fleet Week festivities.
The color guard was
performing on stage
during the taping of a
CBS Television Network
one-hour entertainment
special, presented by
McDonalds, which aired
May 25 during the
Memorial Day weekend.
(U.S. Navy photo)

Parting shot

Internet: http://www.southcom.mil

32




