CARLEN J. “Sonny” CHESTANG
Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army
Deputy Director, Manpower, Personnel, and Administration (J-1) 
United States Southern Command

LTC Carlen J. “Sonny” Chestang, Jr., a native of Moss Point, MS, graduated from the University of Southern Mississippi with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mass Communications and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant into the Field Artillery Branch in 1984.

After attending the Field Artillery Basic Course (from September 1984 to March 1985) at Fort Sill, OK, he was assigned to the 5th Battalion, 8th Field Artillery, Fort Bragg, NC.  From 1985 to 1987,  he served as a Fire Direction Officer and Battery Executive Officer.  In August 1987, he was re-branched to the Signal Corps.  From 1987 to 1989, he was assigned to the 25th Signal Battalion, 35th Signal Brigade, Fort Bragg, NC as a Platoon Leader and Battalion Assistant S3.  In August of 1989, he attended the Signal Corps Advance Course at Fort Gordon, GA.  After graduating from the Signal Corps Advance Course in March of 1990, he was re-assigned to 1st Battalion, 4th Field Artillery, 2nd Infantry Division, Korea.  He served as the Battalion Signal Officer.  Returning from Korea in 1991, he was re-assigned to Fort Hood, TX.  From 1991 to 1994, he served in III Corps,  G6 and 57th Signal Battalion as the Telecommunications Officer, Maintenance Officer, and Company Commander.  From 1994 to 1995, he served as a Brigade Signal Officer for 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry, Fort Hood, TX.  From 1995 to 1997, LTC Chestang served as an Observer Controller, 1st Simulation Exercise Group, 1st Brigade, Fort Sam Houston, TX, (with duty in Houston, TX).  In 1997, he was assigned to Germany as the Brigade Assistant S3, Brigade Adjutant, and Battalion Executive Officer, 22nd Signal Brigade and 440th Signal Battalion.  From 1999 to 2002, LTC Chestang served as the Deputy Operations Officer, 335th Theater Signal Command, East Point, GA.   In 2002, Human Resources (43A) was chosen as his new Career Field Designations (CFD).  He is currently serving as the Deputy J1, U. S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM), Miami, FL.

His military education includes the U.S. Army Airborne School, Field Artillery Basic Course, Signal Corps Advance Course, Communication-Electronics Warfare Course, MSE Nodal Management Course, the Combined Arms and Service Staff School, Command and General Staff College, Joint Force Staff College, and Human Resource Management Qualification Course.

His awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (w/2 OLC), the Army Commendation Medal (w/2 OLC), the Army Achievement Medal (w/2 OLC), Overseas Service Ribbon (2 device), Armed Forces Service Medal, and Parachutist Badge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Affairs Office


3511 NW 91st Avenue


Miami, FL, 33172


(305) 437-1213/1209


FAX: 437-1241 (DSN 567)





United States Southern Command


Biography








