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Problem: Education Center and the lack of funds

Scope: Many soldiers are unable to take off duty classes due to the fact that the Education Center states (majority of the time) that they are “out of monies”. IAW Army, soldiers are entitled to tuition assistance (100%). Many soldiers are trying to take advantage of the above-mentioned opportunity, however, many are informed that SouthCom Ed Center is out of funds.

Conference Recommendation: Do not know if there is a solution to money matters. But attempts should be made to ensure that our small bodies of military personnel are afforded the same opportunity as others throughout military installations. Also, Ed Center should be proactive in trying to get Army University (eArmyU) to cover the few Army personnel within SouthCom. With current ongoing operations (personnel on TDY), it should be of great help to have soldier’s study using long distance training (online). 

Required Actions:                                                                                  Milestones:

1. Secure adequate funding for Tuition Assistance (TA) Program        Qtr 3 FY03

2. Liaison with eArmyU to discuss implementation of program           Qtr 3 FY03

Progress:

1. Acting Education Services Officer (ESO), Ms. Kathleen Hamilton, has requested and obtained adequate TA funding for the remainder of FY03. Requests for TA from all soldiers within the AOR will be managed IAW AR 621-5 and no shortfalls are anticipated. Additionally, ESO has been in close consultation with Mr. Franco Serafinelli, Director of Education for installation Management Agency (IMA) Southeast Region, and has requested funding to meet projected TA requirements for FY04. Neither IMA nor the ESO anticipates funding shortfalls for FY04.

2. Guidance Counselor and Education Technician have attended eArmyU training and have addressed implementation of eArmyU within USSOUTHCOM AOR. This program has been expanded by HQDA in the last two years from the original three pilot sites to include fourteen installations, but USSOUTHCOM is not included in the fourteen. Further expansion of eArmyU is a HQDA decision and will be based upon HQDA studies of the efficacy of the program. Distance Education Programs (i.e., online, video, correspondence, etc.) are currently funded at the rate of 100% of tuition to all eligible soldiers in the USSOUTHCOM AOR IAW AR 621-5.  

Status Recommendation: 1. Completed, 2. Unattainable at this time
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