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Issue #: 03-10

Problem: High Gas Prices

Scope: Gas prices have increased to record highs.  Diesel fuel, which used to be the most economical fuel, is now the highest of the three grades of gasoline.  As prices increase, military members who cannot participate in vanpools due to mission must entertain these high prices.  Most military installations have gas stations that sell gas at a price lower than the host economy.  While assigned overseas, I was stationed in NATO where gas was sold by the litre and it was about $2 per litre (notice this is not per gallon).  To offset this cost to NATO personnel, gas coupons were sold to those authorized.  These gas coupons should be honored by local gas stations such as Texaco, Exxon, Shell, BP, Marathon, and others to name a few.  Since USSOUTHCOM personnel do not have access to a military gas station, I recommend the following.

Recommendation (s):  

1. Gas coupons to offset the high gas prices to USSOUTHCOM personnel.

2. Buy or lease land to build an AAFES gas station.


Required Actions(s):


1. Gain AAFES support to issue coupons

2. Gain AAFES support to run/manage a gas station

Progress: 


1. AAFES has responded that to provide gas coupons to command personnel would require appropriations to support since AAFES operates at a profit but would not generate sales off the gasoline purchases made down town.   Appropriations are generally not made for this type of AAFES activity stateside and done OCONUS under a status of forces agreement.  
2. To lease land for an AAFES operated gasoline station would also require appropriations for the operation and approval from Congress for the lease. 
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