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Problem: Lottery system for children to attend charter schools

Scope: Due to the number of children in the children in the Miami-Dade Public Schools System, parents must enter their children in a lottery system to attend charter schools. The number of military personnel in Miami is approximately 1,500. An estimate of military school aged children currently attending Miami-Dade Public Schools between the ages of 5-18 totals less than 650 children. The number of military school aged children does not constitute 1% of the school-aged population in Miami. Also, these military families are dispersed in areas north and south of Miami, therefore it is common to have less than 10 military children per thousand of kids in any one school.

Allowing military children to attend charter schools without the lottery process would enable them to be with kids of similar backgrounds. Many of these children have attended DoDDS in the past. Attending school with other military children would alleviate feelings of being different and give them a better sense of fitting in.

Recommendation: Family Support Office coordinate with local city officials to adopt an agreement with one of the following resolutions:

1. Exempt military children from the lottery process and allow them to attend the closet charter school to their place of residence regardless of when they relocate to Miami.

2. Charter schools reserve .005%-1% of their seating capacity based on school population for military children. If the seats are unoccupied prior to the school year commencing, the seats are to be filled from the lottery process.

Required Actions:                                                                                  Milestones:

1. School Liaison Officer develop action plan to address issue            SY2003-2004 

within 90 days of coming on board. Issue has not been addressed.

Progress: No action taken yet

Status Recommendation:                                                                      Active 

Lead Agency: Directorate of Community Activities                           SOGM-DCA

Support Agency:
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