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From Counsel

A Preventive Law Service of The Office of The Judge Advocate General

Keeping You Informed On Personal Legal Affairs
Name Change & Official Army Personnel Records
Generally:  

Usually, a person may change his recorded name by following State law.  In most States, statutes establish a specific method to change a name normally by filing an application and receiving court approval.  Want to know the legal requirements to change your name because of divorce, adoption, or another reason?  One web site that collects existing individual State laws on this subject is Namechangelaw.com, a collection of State name change law information and links to State Name Change Laws. 

In some States, the name change laws do not prevent an individual’s common law right to change his name without resorting to a judicial proceeding.  Often, however, the best practice is to use the statutory method since it establishes the new name as a matter of record and the court order documents the name change legally.  This is particularly important when applying for government benefits.  For example, one may not receive Social Security benefits under a new name unless a court has approved the name change or it otherwise complies with applicable state law (e.g., an administrative procedure).  

Name changes are not approved if a change interferes with the rights of others or is for a wrongful or a fraudulent purpose.

Official Army Records:

Army Regulation 600-8-104, Military Personnel Information Management/Records, Chapter 6, Section VIII, outlines Army procedure and documentation requirements (e.g., marriage certificate, naturalization certificate, court order) for changing an individual’s name in official Army records. 


FROM COUNSEL is one of a series of informative handouts containing general information on topics that legal assistance attorneys frequently advise on.  Information provided is general in nature and does not constitute legal advice.  Consult an attorney for specific legal advice for your particular situation.  FROM COUNSEL is distributed to persons eligible for legal assistance under 10 USC 1044. FROM COUNSEL is distributed by the U.S. Army Garrison -Miami, Legal Assistance Office, located at 8300 NW 33rd Street, Miami, Florida, Suite 110, Room 33.   You may call us for an appointment at 305-437-1307.  Check out our Legal Services web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jagcnet.army.mil/legal" ��www.jagcnet.army.mil\legal�  for other helpful information on similar personal legal affairs topics.
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